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LETTER I. 



My dear Sir, 
Befobe setting out for the continent, it was 
settled between us, that I should take notes 
of whatever I should see interesting or new. 
As the route proposed was one not gene- 
rally taken by our countrymen, we flattered 
ourselves, that the journey might afford in- 
formation and amusement I am now re- 
turned, and at leisure to decipher and write 
out my notes at full length. They shall be 
sent yod regularly as they are finished, for 
your perusal. 

When I leil Ramsgate, there were seve- 
ral gentlemen obliged to remain till next 
evening: for having paid in London for 
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S rOTAOE FROM RAM80ATE. 

places all the way to Brussels, they had to 
wait for a packet in connection with the 
advertising company in London. This may 
prove a useful caution to travellers by sea 
or by land. The gale was brisk, and the 
North Foreland light, which shone like a 
star behind us, gradually receded : we en- 
joyed the breeze, until the lateness of the 
hour and the motion of the ship sent us be- 
low. At ten next morning nobody knew 
where we were. We therefore stood to 
the east, and the first land seen was conjec- 
tured to be the tower of West Cappel in 
Waldieren, which rose high from the sea. 
Our wise navigators having observed the 
sun's altitude at twelve o'clock, steered 
southerly, and at seven in the evening re- 
galed us with the sight of the towers and 
white cli£& of Dunkirk, thirty miles south 
of Ostend. I acquired faith by this voyage, 
to believe more than formerly in the classic 
wanderings of Ulysses and ^neas. We 
were not uneasy; as the company oft board 
was cheerful and well-informed, we enjoyed 
each other's conversation; and even felt 
pleasure in the variety of an occasional 
peal of thunder ; nor did we disdain to re- 
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<!eive amasement irom the fluttering about 
the ship of a poor butterfly, which the gale 
had carried many leagues to sea. 

. We mored along the shore, and at one the 
light on 'the end of the long pier of Ostend 
seemed close at hand. Other two lights 
fartber oS, dose by the town, at once an- 
npunced to us, that the tide was sufficient 
to admit us, and directed our way. We 
passed the light-bouse and battery, and 
proceeded up the river, which forms the 
harbour, and soon after our vessel grounded 
on the sands, behind the other pier close 
by the town. The tide rapidly ebbed, and 
as the vessel was ialling uncomfortably on 
her side, soon afler four o'clock we lefl; her, 
clambered over several vessels, and at length 
set our feet on the territories of His Majesty 
the King of the Netherlands. 

We immediately had an opportunity of 
rfemarking the great acquisitions in modem 
languages, possessed by the natives of this 
town. A humble pilot was walking on die 
pier In bis gre^ coat, and we addressed 
him in French, inquiring at what hour the 
custom-house opened, that we might have 
our luggage examined. He informed us 
B 2 
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« UIXTURE OF LANGUAGES. 

in the same language, and inquired aboufc 
our voyage. In a few minutes afterwards, 
he spoke to us in good English: for from 
much intercourse with English seamen he 
had also acquired that language. He pro- 
nounced the English tolerably well Two 
other bof^men coming, with whom he 
seemed to have some misunderstanding, 
he presently shewed, that however he might 
in calm blood make use of foreign languages, 
his own native Flemish was the dialect in 
which he expressed the strong emotions of 
his heart. On casting our eyes around, we 
immediately saw by the signs on the houses, 
that our language was known, and the inter- 
course of our countrymen courted. On a 
little public-house next the shippings the 
Flemish motto, " Well kom Binnen laft 
vallen u anker," though not very difficult 
to understand, had the English translation, 
as an invitation to our mariners, " Wel- 
come within, let fall your anchor." As we 
walked up into the town, we perceived that 
the same attention to convey information 
to our countrymen was very prevalent in 
Ostend. In fact, it would be difficult to 
say, which of the three languages was 
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■ FRENCH LANGUAGE. 5 

most in use. Many houses had signs in 
two languages, and some in three. Few 
posting bills but had a translation in a paral- 
lel column, of equal authority with the ori- 
ginal. The names of the streets put up at 
the comers in French, announced the as- 
cendancy o{ that tongue. We afterwards 
found that in every town in the country, 
every possible means had been taken to 
render French the prevalent speech. It is. 
affected by all the higher ranks as their 
native language. Even the present Govern- 
ment, either from choice, but more likely 
from necessity, publishes its edicts in the 
language of its chief enemy, and the very 
official gazette of the kingdom of the 
Netherlands has one column in Dutch, and 
the parallel column in French. The King*8 
Ministers at the Hague, having made a 
speech to the States in Dutch, repeat it in 
French. 

It was five o'clock on Monday morning 
when we walked up into the town. It wa» 
an early hour for London, but not so at 
Ostend. The Groot Kerk, or great Church, 
was already open ; we entered it, and 
noticed forty or fifty people already on 
B 3 
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MOBMINO DEVOTION. 



their knees at their devotions. We met 
in the streets many gentlemen and ladies, 
as well as the people in the humbler walks 
of life, who were proceeding to churchJ 
It was the time of the Kermess, or great 
oonual fair at Ostend, and on the pre- 
ceding Sunday aflemoon, after the devotions 
of the day, the archers had shot with their 
cross-bows for the prize, and the common 
people had looked on. In the evening, 
the song and the dance had concluded the 
business of the day ; but with hearts 
conscious of having in this committed no 
impropriety, and with warm feelings of 
devotion, they were now proceeding, as 
usual, to intreat forgiveness of their sins, 
and the, blessing of their Creator. When 
we returned after breakfast, about eight, we 
found the church full of people on their 
kneesj and the priests engaged in the service. 
How different from a morning in England ! 
yet such is the case every morning at Ostend, 
and so it is in every town in Belgium. 

There were some circumstances con- 
nected with the worship, which I am well 
aware, your Protestant feelings would not 
have allowed you to look on with satisfaction. 
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OBEAT CHURCH. ? 

Many of what were intended to be orna- 
ments of the church, you would have been 
for removing as ridiculous and absurd. I 
question if your politeness would have in- 
duced you to show morerespect for thefinely 
dressed Madonna^ with the infant Jesus in 
h&: arms, who is seen standing at one of 
the windows, and before whom a bright 
lamp at night at once does her honor, and 
directs the sincere well-meaning Catholic 
where to express his respect for her as the 
queen of heaven, and his adoration as the 
mother of his Redeemer. Perhaps you 
would also have questioned the utility of 
the group of full sized figures on the outside 
of the church, of our Saviour on the cross* 
of his motlier, and the b^oved Apostle 
John standing by, and the heap of skulls 
piled up beside them, to r^nind the 
passer-by of the approach of death, and the 
way to eternal life. But enough for the 
present of this. I respect the deivotion of 
the Catholic, and wish that a something 
of it, unmixed with any baser foeling, bould 
be brought over to our own shores. 

Accompanied by a fellow passenger, a 
merchant of Amsterdam, with whose 
B 4 
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,0 APPEARANCE OF THE STREETS. 

■ society I had been much gratified during the 
voyage, I proceeded to the Hotel de laCour 
Imperiale, which is kept, as I understood, 
by a relation of Marshal Davoust, in the- 
Rue de la Chapelle. We had a comfortable 
and substantial breakfast, and went to take 
a walk through the town. The stress are 
tolerably straight, and the intercourse of 
the itihabitants with England has taught 
them the advantages of a footpath at the 
side. The number and size of the windows, 
at once inform the eye, that no window- 
tax here laid on in proportion to the number 
of windewg or the extent of surface^ has in- 
duced the people to deface the beauty of 
architecture, or abridge themselves of the 
comfortof the lightand airof heaven. In this 
respect at least, we might learn something 
fropa them, although in most respects, as 
I shall take the opportunity by and by to 
inform you, our own financial system, severe 
as it is, is in general decidedly better than 
Uieirs. We went upon the lofty ramparts, 
on which the grass in most places was as 
high as the knee. We looked down upon 
the broad and vast ditch full of water, and 
on the out-works beyond it. This place 
9 
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SIEOB OF OSTENS. 



now SO quiet, where not even a single cannon 
is to be seen, — this little town of only ten 
thousand inhabitants, where seventy men 
are deemed a sufficient garrison, was oncethe 
spot where the great contest for the lib^y 
of the Low Countries was maintained, and 
the power of the Spanish tyrants was 
wasted away. Beneath these walls> ia the 
&mous thr^ years siege from 1601 to 
1604 in reducing this little town, 100,000 
of the best i troops of Spain fell a sacrifice 
by the brave resistance of the defenders. 
At eight o'clock we returned to the harbour, 
a va^ stream of water which had been 
kept up by the sluices till the tide retired; 
was now running down, and clearing off 
the sand ; we got our baggage on shore, 
and a douanier in a gteen uniform, with a 
sword by his side, examined it, with aa 
much forbearance as could possibly be con- 
sistent with any fidelity to his trust. We 
of course expressed our satisfaction by a 
small douceur. Our passports, which we 
had ^ven up at landing, were restored to 
us, and we went back to the hotel to dress, 
aad to set out for Bruges^ 
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10 EXPENSES OP TKAVELL1N6. 

There are two ways of proceeding for- 
ward, either by the canal or by the road. 
A barge sets off in summer at five in the 
morning, and arrives in time at Bruges to 
allow the passengers to go forward by the 
bai^e' for Ghent. Another barge goes at 
three in the afternoon. We had, seen 
enough of Ostend, and being unwilling to 
lose precious time, engaged a cabriolet to 
carry us on immediately. This vehicle 
would not be much admired in England^ 
but it is quite in style in the Netherl&ndsi 
The distance by the road is eighteen miles, 
for which we paid, beside a compliment to 
the driver, a Napoleon or twenty francs, 
worth sixteen shillings and eight-pence. 
You see travelling is not so mudi cheaper 
than in England,i as many people are ready 
to tell us. My friend afterwards paid for 
a cabriolet to Ghent, a distance of thirty 
miles, thirty-eight francs, or 1/. lis. Sd. 
From these sums, however, the barriers or 
tolls were to be paid, and these in Belgium 
are very high. We quickly left behind us 
the marshy land around Ostend. The road 
is all the way paved with stones, like the 
streets of London. It is the same in most 
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BOASS IN BELOlVSa. 11 

roads in the Netherlands and in France. 
The stones for the road to Ostend are 
brought by the canals from the neighbour- 
hood of Mods, a distance of about one 
hundred miles. This occasions the barriers 
to be high. During the time of the 
French govemmait, there were no barriers 
to be paid, as the roads were kept up 
entird^y by: government* and that is the 
case now in France. I believe a particular 
tax was on this account imposed on all 
persons who kept horses and vehicles for 
hire. The prices for horses and all vehicles 
were also fixed by an ordinance of govern- 
ment, as they are now in France, so that by 
consulting the post book published by au- 
thority, you might know exactly what you 
had to pay in any part of the country. 
That regulation, so convenient for travel- 
lers, is now done away in Belgium, and the 
postmasters, notwithstanding they have 
now the barriers to pay, express their satifr* 
faction, as they more than reimburse them- 
selves by the sums which they demand. 
They have another more justifiable cause 
of satisfaction, arising from the consider- 
ation that their vehicles are no longer put 
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13 ANNUAL PAIR. 

in requisition at the pleasure of the Impe< 
rial officers, and compelled to go where 
they please. Our driver complained much 
of being kept out in 1814 for ten days to- 
gether by two officers, who did not give him 
or his master so much as a single iranc 

About three miles from Ostend, we came 
up with six coaches filled with gentlemen 
returning from the Kermess or great an- 
nual fair. From the first coach were dis- 
played two flags, and the gentlemen were 
going on, with expressions of joy, corres- 
ponding with the occasion. They respect- 
fully bowed to us as we passed, and of 
course we returned the compliment The 
country on each side of the road as we ad- 
vanced forward was level like a fish pond, 
and was highly cultivated, and fertile as the 
garden of Eden. On each side of the road 
betwixt the pavement and the ditch, was a 
fine row of trees, whose beauty delighted 
the eye, and affi>rded shelter from the sun. 
The cabriolet, though inelegant to the eye, 
is a sufficiently comfortable conveyance; the 
horses though of different colours and yoked 
by ropes, went rapidly forwards ; the driver 
on a little seat immediately before us was a 
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useful ciceroni, and we went forward de* 
lighted, and arrived in high spirits at the 
ancient and formerly great, renowned, and 
opulent city of Bruges. No passport was 
demanded at the gate, and we drove with- 
out interruption into the yard of the hotel 
of the Fleur de Bled. But let this be 
enough for one letter. If you are pleased 
with its contents, and willing to learn fer- 
ther of the observations of your humble 
friend, you shall not have long to wait. 

I am, 

My dear Sir, 

&c. &C. 
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LETTER II. 

My dear Sib, 
To you, who are so well acquainted with 
the history of the Netherlands, it would he 
impertinent in me, to enter into a detail of 
the ancient greatness of Bruges. Three 
hundred years have passed away, and wit- 
nessed its fall from the highest pinnacle of 
commercial greatness to its present state. 
It can no longer boast of being the empo- 
rium of the trade of all nations, and of 
having consuls from every kingdom of Eu- 
rope, to protect and regulate the trade of 
their respective fellow-subjects. It was in 
those days the entrepot of the Hanse towns 
of the North, and the trading republics of 
Italy. 

" But more unsteady than the southern gale 
Soon commerce turn'd on other shores her sail" 

The East India trade no longer comes 
through the Red Sea, b^ Alexandria to 
Genoa and Venice, and the cities of Lon- 
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TABLE d'hote. 15 

don and Amsterdam have gained the trade 
of the wood, the tallow, the hemp, the tar, 
and the iron of Scandinavia. 

Such as it is, Bruges is still a great and 
respectable city. Its public buildings- and 
its churches retain their ancient magnifi- 
cence. Thirty-three thousand people, dwell 
within its walls ; and the numerous noblesse 
and opulent merchants retired irom trade, 
who are domiciliated in it, impart an el&< 
gance and a dignity to the manners of the 
people. The streets, though narrow, are 
clefui, and the bouses are lofty and spa- 
cious. 

At the table d'hote at the fleur de Bled, 
&ur-and-twenty well dressed genUemen sat 
down to dinner. The hour was one o'clock. 
Three field officers of the Dutch garrison 
lying in town, were of the number. These 
gentlemen are frequently to be met with, 
at a table d'hote, in travelling through the 
country. Many natives of the town attend, 
both for the sake of society, and for the 
purpose of obtaining a sumptuous dinner, 
at an easier expense than they could at 
their own houses. They have reason for 
so doing, and as you are desirous to know 
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the stjle and expense of living, you will 
not reckon it baieath your dignity to learn 
the particulars. On the table^ we had soup, 
green peas, beans, potatoes, carrots and 
onions ; fowls, roast lamb, veal, fish of dif- 
ferent sorts ; sweetmeats, cherries and 
strawberries. Of every thing there was an 
abundance, and the price was two francs or 
twenty pence, and the bottle of ordinary 
Bourdeaux wine, which was very good, was 
two francs and a half, or twenty five pence. 
Without lowering your rank as a gentle- 
man, you might call for half a bottle only 
if you pleased. At supper at nine o'clock, 
were nearly the same things, and the price 
was one franc sixty centimes, or sixteen 
pence. To those who engage by the month - 
it is less. It is quite unnecessary for me, 
after giving these particulars, to comment 
on the difference of living at Bruges, and 
in England. 

There was one circumstance which par- 
ticularly struck my attention, and which 
whatever may be thought of it by the care- 
less and volatile, I doubt not you will 
agree with me in considering of more im- 
portance thwi any thing I have yet related. 
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At this respectable hotel, where four-and- 
twenty sat down to dinner^ there was not a 
single, newspaper, and yet nobody seemed 
at all to notice the circumstance except 
myself and another Englishman present. 
We inquired for a newspaper, and were told 
there was none in the house. Is this want 
of curiosity, this abstinence from all politi- 
cal inquiry, and this seeming entire ac- 
quiescence in the wisdom of their Govern- 
ment, an amiable trait in their character, 
and such a trait as their rulers themselves 
ought to wish for? You will readily an- 
swer for yourself^ and I shall therefore not 
tell you what I shoiild think of your friaid- 
ship, if you were equally void of all curi- 
osity of what I was doing, and what was 
likely to become of me. The anxiety of an 
Englishman to know the fate of the fleets 
and armies of his country, and the measures 
of his Government, and that warm interest 
which every man takes in the national 
honor and prosperity, are thegrand principle 
which animates every heart, and nerves 
every arm, to support his country's cause, 
at home and throughput the world. The 
poor Flemings know nothing of this ; their 
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politics do not extend beyond the boundary 
of their own town. Their Government is 
to them not' a committee of their own 
countrymen, acting on their account, but 
are looked upon as task-mastera, who im- 
pose a burden, which, however irksome, 
they are compelled to bear. Their mun 
object, therefore, is to have that burden as 
U^t as possible, and their rulers know 
well i£ is in vain to look to them, for an 
cffiergetic and enthusiastic support in the 
hour of peril, in carrying on the measures 
which they see to be necessary. For these 
two hundred years without an independent 
GoTemmmt of their own, passing &om the 
hands of one master to another, their coim- 
try having been the seat of every great war 
carried on in Europe, they have acquired 
an apathy to ev&ry public event, and an in- 
difference to every Grovemment, excepting 
as they feel its burden to be lighter or 
heavier on their should^s. It is to be 
hoped that nowt when they have got a 
GovCTnment of their own, and are under 
the mild patemad sway of the House <c^ 
Orange, that a national and patriotic fee- 
ing will soon animate their bosoms, and 
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fftise them to a nobler rank In the scale of 
nations. Such feelings* however, are the 
work of time* and the ignorance which I 
often found respecting political events, the 
»eat of the parliament, and what it had 
done and was doing, amongst persona of 
really liberal education, fully demoiutrated 
that amongst the greater part as yet littlfl 
progress had been made. 

But it is time to leave politics, and re* 
turn to the town of Bruges. As men must 
every where tailk about something, and have 
something in whidt they feel an interest* I 
will tell you what was the great event of tha 
day at Bruges, at the time I lodged at th« 
Fleor Ae Bled. Outside of every toitm In 
the Netherlands, and in many parts of 
France, is a tall pole like the mast erf* a ship, 
which, by me»iB of a joint may be let down 
to the ground. On this are fixed at tb« 
top what are called birds, and which to the 
eye seem of the ^ize of larks, and the pole 
is ^ain elevated. On Sundays after church 
service, and on holidays, it is the great 
amusement of the gentlemen of the town 
to assemble and shoot with arrows front 
cross-bows at these birds. In some to#fit 
c 2 
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every Sunday, but in others only now and 
Uien, perhaps, in a quarter of a year, they 
shoot for prizes. They had done so on the 
Sunday before we came, and on our arriv^ 
at the Fleur de Bled, six gentlemen were 
diere, who had the chief prize that had been 
gained, which they politely came forward 
and shewed us. It was six silver forks and 
six silver table spoons, which had cost 100 
guildra^, or about 9/. They were fastened 
on a board, and interwoven with laurels. 
To celebrate the event, there had been a 
procession with music, and ropes were hung 
ftcross the streets, decorated with branches 
and flowers. An entertainment had been 
given on the occasion, and the evening con- 
cluded with a ball. As such an occasion 
was deemed of great importance at Bruges, 
a fete was given on the Monday evening 
likewise. 

Many of oiu- countrymen are constantly 
lo be seen at Bruges, and English is very 
generally studied and spoken. Very many 
eigns are in that language. There is con* 
fitantly a stream of English pressing for- 
ward, and a current, rather feebler, return- 
ing. The number of English families 
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settled is from forty to fifty. It is a cheaper 
place to live in than either Ghent or 
Brussels. Certainly rent is a mere nothing. 
A good house with garden, coach-house, 
and stables, all large and commodious, 
soon after the peace, was taken by an 
' English colonel for 25/. per annum. Other 
things were far from being cheap in pro- 
portion, and the main secret of the economy 
of living, both here and in France, is this, 
that a family may here, where they are un- 
known, lower their style of living without 
hurting their feelings. This I have heard 
many acknowledge. Bread, I was informed 
by an English lady who was settled in tlie 
town, was about the same price as in Eng- 
land ; fish nearly the same ; butter a good 
deal cheaper; meat cheaper than in London, 
but not much below that of an English 
country town ; vegetables of every sort, 
and fruit were very cheap indeed. The 
lady gave her man servant 10/. per annum 
and his clothes. She gave her maid ser- 
vants about 4/. a year. She complained 
much of their great awkwardness, and the 
difficulty of getting them to do things in 
the English style. 
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As I am now entering into minute de- 
tails, I cannot have a better occasion than 
the present, of giving you an account of 
the price of labour in the town. The in" 
formation I received from natives, to whom 
I had been introduced by our countrymen 
settled there. A bricklayer's labourer, to 
begin at the lowest scale, earns twelve 
pence a day ; the bricklayer himself re- 
(:eives two francs and two pence, or twenty* 
two pence. In winter, of course they are 
unemployed. A labourer in the fields, has 
about ten pence a day and his victuals, 
which are coarse and cheap enough. Most ' 
trades work by piece-work, and some ex- 
pert tailors may earn six francs or five 
^hillings, but many not above two fi-ancs 
^d a half, or twenty-five pence, and, as in 
Jjondon, they are often unemployed, 
Painters get from fourteen pence a day to 
four firancs, according to their skill. A 
shoemaker earns about twenty-four pence, 
and boys learning the trade about seven 
pence. A cabinet-maker gets from one to 
three francs, according to his skill. , .The 
usual hours of working in summer^ are to 
commence at five in the momipg, and leav9 



by Google 



WAGES OP ABTIZANg. 



off at twelve. They return at one and 
work till seven. In cotton manufactories 
die hours are still closer. The above state* 
ment I shewed to several persons, who 
assured me it was correct, and if that be the 
case* ailer making every allowance tor the 
difference of the value of money at Bruges 
and in London, I conceive there is no 
reason to be afraid that our journeymen 
tradesmen and manufacturers, if they -can 
get employed at all at home, will be induced 
to emigrate to Flanders. But let us give 
over these details, uid inquire for some- 
thing else. 

The great source of enjoyment to 
strangers here, and in the other towns, ia 
to go round to view the splendid and 
noble churches, their costly ornaments 
and their statues, monuments, and pictures. 
They are open from five in the morning tiU 
twelve, and some of them after six in the 
evening. The first morning I was at 
Bruges, shaking off the slothiul halnts of 
London, and adopting the manners of the 
country, I went out before fivct and one of 
those boys, who are constantly in the streets 
around the ^axxa of the hot^, imme- 
c 4 
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diately asked me m English, if he should 
shew me the way. I went to the great 
church of St. Sauveur, and found it not 
opened, but four peasants on the outside 
were on their knees before a large image 
•of our Saviour on the cross, elevated on a 
large pole, and with their prayer books in 
their hands, were performing their m<MTi- 
ing devotions. They seemed luuch in 
earnest, and I wished them heartily the 
blessings they implored. I went back to 
the great tower of the town, and ascended 
it to view the country round. The cylinder, 
which on the principle of the barrel organ 
sets in motion the bells of the caiillons or 
chimes is of an immense size, and weighs, 
I was told, 19,966lbs. Tunes are played 
every quarter of an hour. On returning 
to St. Sauveur's church I found it nearly 
full of people. There are no pews, as in 
most Protestant churches, and the feeling 
impressed on entering is, that it is truly 
a house of prayer. The old and the young, 
the rich and the poor on their knees, or 
leaning on chairs, with their eyes directed 
towards the different altars, in silence^ 
either from memory or ironi their prayer 
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books, were offering lip their, devotions. 
The same scene I found at the other 
churches also ; and the numerous candles 
burning before the altars, and in various 
other parts of the church, indicated the 
liberality with which the worship was sup-' 
ported, and an anxiety to contribute every 
thing to add to its splendour and effect. 
To dismiss this subject, once for all I shall 
observe, ■ that in the course of my journey, 
I found on every day of the week the same 
religious observances at Ghent, at Brussels, 
at Antwerp, at Cologne, at Aix-la^Chapelle, . 
at Maastricht, at Louvaine, and at Mens. 
In the little country villages I found less 
splendour, but an equally crowded and at- 
tentive assembly. 

At Bruges I had great pleasure in viewing 
the noble pictures with which their churches 
are adorned. I lay no claim to the cha- 
racter of a connoisseur, but the impression 
they made on my mind often induced me 
to go back to see them. The fine pictures 
of Rubens are particularly worthy of notice, 
and he must have a cold heart indeed, who 
would not sympathize in the warm glow of 
pleasure^ with which the natives point out 
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those which have been restored to them 
from Paris. The natives still retain the 
taste of their ancestors for painting, and at 
the Academy of Fine Arts, supported at 
the expense of the town, several hundred 
pupils attend the masters in the di£ferent 
branches of art. 

Bruges is still far from being totally in- 
significant, as a commercial and manufac- 
turing town. I saw many large ships in 
the bason, and one in particular stated to 
be of eight hundred tons, which had been 
drawn by eight horses by the canal irom 
Ostend. A great deal of lace is made, 
and at every door almost, as you walk 
roimd the town, you see women employed 
in this manufacture. I believe I have now 
pretty nearly exhausted the notes I took at 
Bruges, and viery probably your patience 
also, in listening to them, and shall there- 
fore conclude, with assurances that 
I am. 

My dear Sir, 
&c. &C. 

P. S. I wish not to be misunderstood, ss 
meaning to assert that newspap^s are not 
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to be met with at Bruges. A scrap of 
printed paper called there a newspaper, 
comes out three times a week in French, 
and another in Flemish. The circulation 
is very limited. A stranger may see a 
newspaper at most of the coffee-houses, 
but the information is so meagre, it only 
irritates an Englishman. In many towns 
are private societies, where Uie foreign 
papers may be seen by the members, and 
where for their amusement is ustudly a 
billiard table, &c 
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My deae Sib, 
When it shall be your fate to make a 
journey on the continent, I sincerely wish 
you may enjoy the same pleasure as is ge- 
nerally experienced, in going by the barge 
from Bruges to Ghent. For pleasure and 
cheapness together it is unrivalled. We 
set out a little after nine. The barge we 
found to be a vessel of one hundred and 
fifty tons, drawn by four horses, one pair 
drawing by one rope, and the other by an- 
other, so that whatever accidents might 
occur the barge was kept moving. The 
vessel at present on the canal was built 
for the Emperor Napoleon at Ostend, 
and he travelled in it with his marshals 
fi-om that town to Ghent, and then ma^e 
a present of it to the two towns. Over 
the stern a large canopy is erected, to afford 
a shelter from the sun and the rain. Tbe 
number of passengers was about sixty. The 



by Google 



i»?^^*^^*^^'^^^^^^^^^3.^^5^ 



CANAL TO GHENT. 89 

Country on each side of the canal is beau- 
tiful and most richly cultivated^ and the 
bulks are adorned with aspin poplars, 
some elm trees, a few oak trees of diminu- 
tive size, and a great many beech trees tall 
and slender. After a few miles, the banks 
rising high on each side intercept the view, 
until you approach within a few nliles of 
Ghent. The canal may be from thirty to 
forty feet wide, and seven or eight in 
depth. To ascertain the trade, upon it, I 
counted the barges we met, and found at 
the end of the journey, that they amounted 
to fifteen, some of which were laden with 
coals, some with lime, some with firewood, 
and the rest with merchandize. As the 
barge proceeds along, the swell of the water 
it occasions draws the broad leaves of the 
white water lilies underneath its surface, 
and when it retires they again emerge. 
The middle part of the barge is reserved 
as a kitchen for preparing a dinner, and 
such a one is brought on the table betwixt 
twelve and Mie, as a city alderman might 
justly admire. On tlie day I went pas- 
senger, it consisted of the same articles as 
J mentioned at the hotel at Bruges, with 



by Google 



so CANAL TO OHEHTt 

the agreeable addition of beef steaks and 
salmon. All the Englishmen present were 
unanimous in their approbation of their 
culinary skill. The whole expense for the 
passage by the barge, and for the dinner* 
was only five francs, and including a glass 
of brandy, and half a bottle of Bourdeauit 
wine, it was only six franca and a half, or 
five shillings and five pence. At the se- 
cond table to which the dishes from the 
first were removed, the charge was only 
three &anc& or two shillings and six-pence* 
After dinner, the waiter went round with 
an iron box, of which the keys are kept by 
the public officers, to collect what the pas- 
sengers chose to give. One third is for 
himself, and the rest for the poor. I might 
have mentioned, that boys also, as you en- 
ter the barge, collect alms for the public 
fimcb of charity in a similar manner. The 
same thing is done at the doors of the 
chnrches. In this country the poor rates, 
that curse which is so severely felt in Eng- 
land, which strengthens the disease they are 
intended to rem«Jy, are here totally un- 
known. It is therefore laudable and propM 
for the public officers, to avail themaeit&i 
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of every honourable means of collecting the 
Toluntaiy offerings of charity. 

During this passage, I had the pleasure 
for the first time of being in compmy with 
nuns. We had two of them passengers on 
board, dressed as usual in black, with a large 
piece of white linen comfortably wrapt about 
the head, and which hung over the should- 
ers* Their dress was clean uid neat, and 
such I have always seen it. Being ignorant 
of Flemish, I was not able to join in (X>n- 
versation with them. Their manners were 
agreeable, their behavioiu: was amiable, in- 
dicating resignation to that state into which 
they had entered, and of benevolence and 
good-will towards that world, from ythxck 
they had retired. 

A little occurrence took place whilst we 
were at dinner, which attracted the notice 
of fdl our countrym^i present. There was 
at the table a Flemish lady of accomplished 
manners, whose elegant and expensive dress 
at once displayed her opulence and taat& 
Hearing a noise, some ^ us looked out at 
the cabin window, and saw from twenty to 
thirty boys quite naked, some standing on 
the bank, and some bathing at the side of 
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the canal. The I'lemish lady held up her 
little daughter of twelve years of age to the 
window, that she also mi^t see the sight, 
and kept her there, looking on both of them, 
until the barge had got past. 

The distance by the canal reckoned nine 
'hours, acrarding to the mode of computation 
in the country, is about twenty-seven miles. 
The Joads on the side of the canal being 
good, we arrived in eight hours, by about 
five in the evening. We entered our names 
at the . police office, at the gate, and pro- 
ceeded into the vast city of Ghent, or, as it 
is here uid in France always denominated, 
Gand. The city of Ghent could formerly 
miister under its banners an army of fifty 
thousand men, and its ramparts, which 
surround ' it like a circle, and which are 
adorned with trees, are three leagues in ex- 
tent. The Emperor Charles V. was a native 
of this city, as was also John of Gaunt, 
whose name occurs so often in English 
history. It is at present inhabited by fifty 
or sixty thousand people. A very great 
proportion of the Belgic nobility reside in 
it; and its Canals, Churches, Public Library, 
Academy of Fine Arts, College, Botanic Gar- 
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den, numerous public walks, and Maison 
de Force, are all objects of great magnitude 
and interest In this town there are at pre- 
sent 'from forty to fifty English families. 
It is less lively than Brussels, and for fami- 
lies whose object for living abroad is eco- 
nomy, and but few indeed will settle abroad 
from any other motive, the town of Ghent 
is preferable. The houses, as in the other 
towns, are large and spacious, but are not 
such as a genteel English family would 
deem at all elegant or comfortable; and, 
unless they were contented with furnishing 
them afiiCT the manner of the country, the 
e^ens6 vould be very high. 

A numerous Dutch garrison of firom 
three to four thousand soldiers is at pre^ 
sent in the town, and for their tiie there 
are two Protestant churches. There are 
the same number of Protestant cluirdies at 
Bruges. The Belgic soldiers, according to 
the usual policy of all governments, aft 
sent out of the country, to garrison the 
towns in Holland. 

At Ghent it is impossible for a poor 
stranger to lose his way. Boys in die 
streets are continually offering their ser- 
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vices, to conduct him to every place where 
he may feel an interest. Some of these 
lads speak English, and all of them French. 
A mercantile man, travelling on business, 
may have an elderly man, an excellent inr 
terpreter, for three francs, or half a crown, 
a day. Of these lads, who so readily shew 
the way to the churches and libraries, I 
may forewarn you, that they alpo moat 
eagerly pr^is their services, to conduct an 
EngUshmau to those places, whore his mo- 
rals and heakh are little likely to be im- 
proved.. Nay, such are the temptations to 
which our countrymen are exposed, that 
cards of addr^s in their own kmguage are 
pmt into their hands, by persons who elo- 
quently invite their company, and such 
were ^en me m the street in all the towns 
I stopped at m Belgium, in some towns in 
Hol^od* and ailerwards at Paris. In towns 
where the streets are so much alik^ the 
convenience of a guide to shew the way, 
and to find out the places you enquire for, 
is very great 

A* usual I got up at five, and went soon 
after to see the churches. They are truly 
splendid* and the cathedral is noble indeed. 
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Scheldt," and its shipping on the way tO 
Antwerp ; I view the great canal to Bruges 
and the waters of the Lys. Afar off rising 
above the trees are the vast towers, which, 
my guide informs me, are those of the great 
churches of Dendermond, Courtray, Bruges, 
and Sas de Gand. The flat level country 
lies before me, with its trees and waving 
fields of com; the scene, which is extensive 
like that of the ocean, gradually grows 
fainter to the view, and the vast towers 
alone bound the prospect in the horizon. 
Immediately below, the eye looks down on 
the seminary of the priests, which, as usuaU 
is to be found near the bishop's cathedral. 
Of the two or three hundred young men, 
there studying the doctrines and discipline 
of the church, many may be seen in their 
black robes walking in the court. 

The golden days of the church are passed 
away. The sacred functionaries no longer 
presume -to claim as their own, the tenth 
of the produce of the land, and the way of 
salvation is shewn to the poor layman at a 
much cheaper rate. In the town of Ghent 
are seven parishes and seventy priests ; of 
these twenty-eight are employed about the 
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cathedral. It seems a great many ; but 
iviien you cpnaider the continual services 
and masses every morning till twelve, iELnd 
services in the evening* the baptisms, mar- 
riages, burials, confessions, sacraments, ab-' 
solutions, visitations of the sick, and ex- 
treme unctions, the number of men to do 
the duty is no more than is required. You 
will perhaps tell me, that a great deal of 
all this might be left undone, and the people 
be none the worse. On that head I shall 
not enter into any dispute, and I diink you 
will allow, that whilst such services are re- 
quired, the situation of a priest is at least 
as fatiguing as in England. The emolu- 
ment of the twenty-two canons of the 
cathedral is 1000 guilders per annum; of 
the chanteurs 500 guilders; the clerk ofthe 
cathedral, a layman, has 300 guilders. You 
may reckon about 1 1 guilders to the pound 
sterling. In the country towns the priest 
or cure ofthe parish has about 1200 francs^ 
more or less according to the expense oi; 
living. You see by this the church ia not 
over highly paid, and there is no teiii^t-. 
ation for an En^ish clergyman, leaving out. 
of the question, wife, children, and; Other. 
D 3 
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good Protestant comforts, that he should 
abandon his country living to seek an 
establishment in Flanders. 

The days of Ecclesiastical terror aad op- 
pression are passed away. The annihila- 
tion of their wealth has diminished the 
influence of the clergy, and men of exten- 
sive family interest and- power, have no 
longer a temptation to join theii* ranks. 
The higher orders in Belgium da not fre- 
quent the diurches, with tbe^sa^e regularity 
as their inferiors, under the plausible ex- 
cuse, that they perform their devotions in 
private at home. They themselves best 
know if they do so. The main body of the 
pe<^le are, without doubt, sincerely attach- 
ed to their religion, and they treat their 
spiritual guides with great kindness anjd 
respect ; but they will not allow an order of 
men intended for their comfort, to employ 
themselves to their disquiet. A man may 
be of the CatholiC' religion, or of the Pro- 
teatuit, and no one dares harm him ; and 
should he also be of neither,, and ^ to 
worship no where, I am sorry to say, be 
will find persons enough to keep him in 
counten^ice. It is uo longer the &shioh^ 
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by a rigid observance of old cuatomSf for 
good Catholics to deny therasdves com- 
forts. Eating a piece of good meat is but 
a very venial sin any day* and although at 
a t(^)ie fChote of a Friday, a tender con- 
science may find enough to make a dinner 
of fish and v^etables* yet such a rue in- 
stance of abrtinence I have never yet seen. 
It is the fiuhion on that day, even in France 
to serve up more fish than aa other days, 
but there is no want of other more substan- 
tial viands. The Ghent barge does not for- 
feit on that day the character of good din- 
ners, which it acquires during the other 
six. I have seen a party of Italians of a 
Friday, acquit themselves as wdl as if 
they had been natives of England. Iliey 
may no doubt have the same excuse widi 
the great Erasmus. That celebrated re^ 
storer of learning, writmg to the pop^ who 
in a private letter to him, had reproached 
him with eating meat in Lent, replied, " I 
have a Catholic soul, but my stomach is 
altogether Lutheran*." So &r as this ex- 
tends, the Reformation will very likely 

* See Anecdotes Medical and ChetnkaL 
D 4 
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soon be universal. In the Netherlands, the 
military men may in some degree have 
effected this comfortable improvement. 
Every day is alike in the camp, and the 
soldier, who is often obliged to fast against 
his will, thinks he has a> right to a good 
dinner when it is in his power. 

Half the people of the. Netherlands have 
been soldiers in the armies of France, wid 
do not wish in peace to drop all at' once 
the indulgences of war. Infact, the church 
itself, participating in the esJightened spirit 
of the age, has rendered her demands even 
in Licnt so very moderate, that there is but 
little mortification in complying with them. 
In the cathedral church of Cambray, I read 
a long address by the bishop to the people, 
on the observation of Lent, which had beoi 
published last Spring; .at the conclusion of 
which address were five nicies to the. fol- 
lowing import. ' 

1st, E^swere permitted every day, ex- 
cept on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 

2d, Meat was allowed on the Sundays, 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, after 
the first Sunday, until Thiu'sday in Passion 
week, e^dmive. 
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Sd, The soldiers in active service may 
eat meat in time of Lent, but are exhorted, 
to abstain on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. 

There being no war last Spring, soldiers 
in active service must mean every soldier 
serving at all, and the little abstinence 
deemed beneficial for them, they are not 
reguiredf but only exhorted to observe. 

4th, Altns are required in support of 
the seminary of the priests. 

5th, The confessors, are required to re- 
mind the people of this duty. 

After thisi we may fairly allow, that my 
lord the Bishop of Cambray is a reasonable 
and good natured man. 
t The services which individuals require 
of the clergy, may be obtained at a suffi- 
ciently easy rate. For confession, for ab- 
solution, and for the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, no fee whatever is taken. 
If an individual require a private mass to 
be said on ■ his account, the charge is two 
francs. For the joyfid occasion of the bap- 
tism of a child, the fee is what every one 
pleases to give ; and even when the priest 
unkes a loving pur in holy matrimony, he 
12 
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leaves it to Uieir own generosity to recom* 
pense him as they think fit. 

The present Bishop of Ghent is a very 
troublesome character, and one who in 
other days might have been distinguished 
for the vices and crimes, which raised to 
eminence Thomas a Becket of Canterbury. 
The Emperor Napoleon, whatever other 
blots he had in his diaracter, never (dlowed 
himself to be controuled by the churchj-and 
he had the Bishop of Ghent brought to 
Paris, and sent him to prison for^two years, 
to learn Christian humility in saliftary re- 
flection. The present opposition which the 
Bishop makes to the King, shews he has not 
yet reaped the Aill benefit intended by the 
lesson. The oth^ bishops and priests are 
of course inclined to support him, and dis- 
like that articb of the constitution, by 
which every native subject of the realm, 
whatever be his religion, is qualified to be 
admitted to any office of power uid trust. 
You will no doubt join with me^ in loudly 
condemning such ignorant oppression and 
bigoted miberality. Stop a little, my dear 
sir J look around you a little in your own 
church, the good old orthodox Churdi of 
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£iiglAnd) and see if you : do not find some 
bisbopS) and many pariah priests, who in 
regard to their Catholic brethren are guilty 
of the Bune. 

Of the numerous herds of drones, the 
mcmks, with which this country was for- 
merly oveiTun, hfi^pily now none remun. 
llieir lands have been all seized and sold, 
uid their country monasteries are now the 
chateaus of privf^ individuaJs. In the 
towns they areconverted either into libraries, 
hospitals, or barracks. Few, I believe, are 
mad entnigh to regret their overthrow. 
The wise and philosophic Joseph II. of 
Austria began the necessary refbrmationi 
and the storms of the French revolution 
swept the whole away. The present go^ 
vemors, without the most distant risk of 
blame, enjoy the benefit of the actions of 
their predecessorsi 

The nunneries, in general, shared the 
same &te, and those at Ghent are now hap- 
pily all that r«(nain. Some nuns, on eai- 
tmng again into the world, before their 
charms were withered by age^ listening to 
the. voice of unerring nature, and over- 
rantiing the gloomy terrors of superstition. 
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have, in the holy state of matrimony, found 
happiness in discharging the pleasing du- 
ties of wives and mothers. Others^ less 
fortunate, have hid their heads in obscu- 
rity ; and at Bruges, and some other towns, 
there are houses in which a few volun- 
tarily choose to live together, and by 
their little fortunes, aided by their rela- 
tions and pious friends, support their cheer- 
less existence. At Brussels, the nunneries 
are converted into hospitals, and nuns use- 
fully devote themselves to real religion, in 
waiting on thie sick. At Ghent^ the prin- 
cipal nunnery remains in' all its glory. It 
is indeed a splendid establishment, sup- 
ported, as I understand, by the private for- 
tunes of its inmates. Here withered 
charms and forbidding features may still 
hope for shelter from masculine scorn, and 
here the unhappy maiden whose hopes 
have been disappointed, may seek refuge 
from the infidelity of mui, or weep over 
the untimely fate that carried to the grave 
the choice of her youth. Prompted by 
more than usual curiosity I went to view 
the buildings, and by the politeness of the 
fair inhabitants, for which I shall ever feel 
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grateful, had every thing shewn and ex- 
plained that I could with propriety wish. 
As nunneries in the present age are not 
ev«ry day to be met with, and as from the 
improved taste of even the Belgic damsels 
diis at Ghent obtains but few recruits, 
you will, perhaps, be pleased to know the 
particulars. You must not fancy to your- 
self one' large house, but a collection of 
houses, inclosed vdthin a brick wall, with a 
garden in the centre, ahd near it a hand- 
some church. Soon after entering the gate, 
my attention was arrested by a little por- 
ticO) or as it is called a chapel* built to 
shelter irom the weather a statue of Jesu8» 
with the crown on his head, the sceptre in 
his hand, but his arms bound with cords. 
Beautiful bouquets of flowers in flowerr 
pots were set before him, and a place to 
light candles to his honor. Numerous 
figures of silver " ex voto" fixed near him, 
of arms, thighs, &c. attested the benefits 
which the votaries imagined they had re- 
ceived in answer to their prayers*. I asked 

" These offerings '* ex voto," are pretty common in 
all the Catholic towns which I visited. Silversmiths 
display them ready made at their windows. 
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my guide, a clever lad of thirterai, what it 
was ? — *' Ceit un Dieuy Monsiew** I 
asked him, *• Qttel Dieu f Bieu le Pere t" — 
**Non M. c'e8t Dieu le i*?/*." As we 
drew near, the boy respectiully took off his 
hat. On our return we saw an old womaa 
on her knees, repeating her prayers before 
this chapel. We entered the church, it was 
highly adorned with marble, with beauti- 
fiil altars, pictures, and the - freshest aad 
finest of flowers. There were innumerable 
diairs and cushions, and desks also for 
their prayer-books. One nun was in the 
dburch, on her knees, with a candle biu^n- 
ing before an image, towards which, as a 
memorial to aid her devotions, she was di- 
recting her eyes. She courteously, with u& 
amiable countenance, inclined her head to 
me as I passed. After seeing the church, 
I went to the principal building of the nun- 
nery, and of two kind-looking nuns whom 
I met, I asked if it was permitted to enter 
and see it. They went and rang a bell, 
and two other nuns opening the door, it 
was agreed to receive me. In this house 
are forty-eight cells, for as many nuns. In 
the whole collection of buildings there are 
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several lumdreds. The nuns whom I saw 
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nearly fifty years of age ; perhaps in another 
dress they might have looked younger. I 
left the place with feelings of respect for 
the fair ladies, and regret that family pride 
and avarice which dreaded an inferior mar- 
riage, or a mistaken system of opinions, 
should have shut them up in such a place. 
There are, however, different lights in 
which the same subject may be viewed, 
and in justice to the sincere devotees, the 
glowing lines of Pope to their praise, shall 
here have a place. 

" How happy is the blameless vestal's lot I 
The world forgetting, by the world forgot ; 
Eternal sunshine of the spotless mind ! 
' "Each pra/r accepted, and each wish resign'd ; 
Labour and rest, that equal periods keep ; 
Obedient slumbers that can wake and weep, 
Desires composed, affections ever even ; 
Tears that delight, and sighs that wail to heaven. 
Grace shines around her with serenest beams. 
And whispering angels prompt her golden dreams ; 
For her th' un&ding rose of Eden blooms. 
And wings of seraphs shed divine perfmies : 
For her the spouse prepares the bridal ring, 
For her white virgins faymeneals sing ; 
To sounds of heav'nly harps she dies away, 
And melts in visions of eternal day." 

Kloisa to Abexard. 
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X/eaving the nuns and all others who 
please to participate in the blessings of 
these golden dreams, of which I am afraid 
few are now capable^ I beg to subscribe 
mjself. 

My dear Sir, 

Your's, &c &c 
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LETTER IV. 

Mt dear Sir, 

It was a saying of the Emperor Charles V., 
that he could put all Paris ioto his Gand; 
making a pun on the word, whjch signifies 
in French a glove, and the city of that 
name. It was perhaps of equal extent with 
Paris in his time ; and is still, I conceive, 
the most interesting city of Belgium. The 
principal citizens in the great towns are not, 
as with us, men occupied in commerce and 
manufactures. The ■ towns are the per- 
petual residence of the nobility and land- 
holders. There they build their favorite 
mansions; within the ramparts they con- 
centrate their happiness, and seek to pro- 
cure all that can add to their physical and 
intellectual enjoyments. Who would be 
so destitute of common prudence, as to 
build a palace in the coimtry, and plant ^ 
gardens, or lay out a park uid pleasure ' 
grounds? Ever in constant succession, con- 
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tending armies are spreading desolation. 
Straggling parties of unlicensed plunderers 
would murder the inhabitants, and carry off 
the effects. Regular and authorised forag- 
ing parties would cut down the woods, and 
perhaps in their retreat, to cut off shelter 
from the enemy, would bum down the 
chateau. Hence die rich and opulent 
spend the year in towns. From this cause 
in Ghent we find the Academy of Fine Arts, 
the Botanic Garden, and the Public Library, 
beside minor institutions, which the in- 
habitants may feel a just pride in shewing 
to all the world, and which, to do them jus- 
tice, they open with a liberality which may 
be equalled but cannot be surpassed. 

The buildings of the Academy, which die 
mistaken opinions of former days had erect- 
ed for another purpose, are large and com- 
modious. In the winter season, several 
himdred pupils attend the instructions given 
by the masters in the different branches of 
■ art. A collection of pictures by the best 
' Flemish masters delights the connoisseur, 
^ and cannot fail to give pleasure to any man 
of taste. You cannot but participate in the 
extraordinary feelings of triumph and de- 

E 2 
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light, with which they shew the master- 
pieces of art, which the plunderers of the 
world have been compelled to restore. 
They also shew, with much satisfaction, 
some fine pictures which with patriotic care 
had, for sixteen years, been kept concealed 
from the grasp of the oppressor. I recollect 
one picture of Charles V. and Ferdinand, 
painted by Craier at eighty-five years of 
age. There is another of Philip IV. as 
Count of Flanders in 1668, taking the oath 
before the nobles, bishops, and deputies, in 
the grand square at Ghent. The figures in 
the piece are very many, and they are said 
all of them to be real portraits of the persons 
represented. Bat it is impossible to give 
an account of them all ; and pictures can 
excite but a feeble interest unless seen. 
There is a collection of casts and models 
of the most celebrated statues. 
, It would have betrayed a truly blameable 
want of curiosity in a literary man, not to 
have ^ne to see the public library. When 
I entered it, I counted twelve gentlemen 
who were sitting at table reading, and 
making extracts. The building which had 
been a church- of one of the suppressed 
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monasteries, is truly elegant and grand. 
In the album I observed the name and anns 
of the present king. A large proportion of 
the names had Anglois annexed, and I felt 
pleasure in adding mine to the number. 
Many of the books have been restored from 
Paris. Some of them had been but lately 
bound, and had the N*s on the back. 
They will probably be allowed to remain, 
as a strong memorial of the plundering 
vandalism of the French, and of the tyrant's 
ambition and his fall. Many of the manu- 
scripts are of surprising beauty, both for 
penmanship and ornaments, and had in 
their formation occupied many of the other- 
wise idle hours of the monks^ uid thereby 
abated the wearisomeness of the monastic 
life. Several are considered as great cu- 
riosities, and are preserved with great care. 
Some of the earliest labours of the press 
are also worthy of notice. One is an edi- 
tion of the bible at Mayence of 1462, after 
the manner of manuscript, lliere is idso 
a beautiiul copy of Tacitus, printed at 
Venice, before several parts of his works 
were discovered. To enter this library and 
derive the benefits it afifords, it is not oeces- 
E 3 
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sary to have the recommendation of an 
hereditary trustee, or of a minister of state, 
or to overcome the struggle of ingenuous 
modesty* and to submit your literary merits 
to the judgment of a committee. Every 
facility is afforded^ and when the valuable 
collection of books in our British Museum 
is laid open to perusal, with an equal liber- 
ality, our national character will not be in- 
jured by the change, nor will the ends for 
which the institution was founded be the 
less accomplished. 

The attractions of the Botanic Garden 
frequently induced me to go thither. In- 
dependently of its merit as a fine collection 
of Tiure and valuable plants, it is beautifully 
laid out, Mid the fair ladies of Ghent may 
be seen enjoying its walks. I regret I do 
not possess sufficient knowledge to be able . 
to appreciate its merits. Due honor is 
. done to the great father of modem botani- 
cal science, Linnseus. A bust is erected in 
the garden under which is this inscription. 
Chaelbs de Linne' 

LlHN^US 
Natdram AMPLECTITUR omnem, 

II vit II connut tout 

Et nous fit tout CONNArTRE. 
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Honors equally distinguished are con- 
ferred on Rambert Dodone^ of Malines, 
who was physician to Maximilian 11. and 
Rodolphus II., and afterwards was professor 
of medicine at Leyden. The inscription 
tells us, he wrote many books, discovered 
many plante, and that his works will be 
consulted as long as men shall study the 
usefld science of botany. The same at- 
tention is also shewn to the memory of 
Charles D'Olmen, Baron de Psederle, a 
botanist, who made voyages to discover 
new plants. He was member of the 
Agricultural and Botanical Societies of 
Paris, London, and Ghent There is a 
pleasing method of preserving the memory 
of a yoitthiul botanist, cut off in the prime 
of life and expectation. A beautiful tree, 
a pistacia lentiscus, is dedicated to the me- 
mory of Joseph Francis Van Haut, a dis- 
tinguished pupil of the college of Ghent, 
who died at Paris, and at his death proved 
a benefactor to the public lil^'ary, £uid the 
garden of plants. 

At Ghent were several refugees from 
France, and amongst others General Van- 
damme. Hiat towa has seen great re- 
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verses of his fortune. In his youth he 
lived there as a barber's boy, and for that 
propensity of appropriating the property of 
others, which he and his brother marshals 
afterwards displayed on a much larger scale, 
he got into the hands of justice, and had 
the suitable corporal chastisement inflicted 
on him. He left Ghent, declaring, if 
ever he should come back, it should be at 
the head of an army. The .wonderful 
course of events enabled him to do so, and 
on his return he repaid with interest, the 
favours he had received. He denies, as 
I understood, the cruelties he had been 
charged with having committed at Ham- 
burgh, and asserts he did no more than he 
was compelled to do by his instructions. 
He makes it his boast that he led off the 
only part of the army that retreated un- 
broken from Waterloo, and that afterwards 
became the army beyond the Loire. I do 
not wish at all to injure the man, but 1 
sincerely hope the King of the Nether- 
lands will* be on his guard against all 
Frenchmen of every party. They all of 
them have an eye to his Belgic provinces, 
and wish to see them re-united to France. 
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French fashions and French manners al- 
ready too much predominate, and too 
'many of the natives, are disposed to give 
that nation a preference to the Dutch. 
Half the young men in the country have 
borne arms under the Imperial Eagle, and 
sought, reputation in the glory of France. 
Too much care cannot be taken to watch 
over Vandamme and his party, and every 
one else of the same country. A war will 
arise some time or other, unless a mira- 
culous change take place amongst man- 
kind, and every thing ought to be done to 
excite a strong patriotic Belgic feeling, to 
dissever the natives from their late fellow 
subjects. Hoping that this and every other 
good design will be attempted and succeed, 
I shall here conclude this letter. My 
next shall be entirely devoted to give an 
account of the education received by the 
different ranits in Belgium. 
' I am. 

My (fear Sir, 
Yours, &C. 
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LETTER V. 

My dear Sir, 
I INTEND, as I stated in my last, to devote 
this letter aitirely to the subject of Educa- 
tion, which I doubt not you will ajlow to 
be one of the greatest importance in its 
effects to the happiness and prosperity of 
any people. It deserves, tberefoie, emi- 
nently to be made the subject of enquiry, 
by every rational and inquisitive traveller ; 
and yet, as is very justly complained of by 
a popular geographer, Mr. Finkerton, it is 
almost uniformly neglected. Many tra- 
vellers, no doubt, pass the subject by, from 
an unwillingness to enter upon what they 
are conscious of not understanding in the 
detail. Still more are deterred from con- 
sidering it not to be sufficiently amus- 
ing. It is indeed a matter too grave 
to be discussed " Coram poptdo^^ and you 
may therefore reserve this letter for your 
own private medit^ion. 
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In the provinces of Belgium, the bles- 
sings of knowledge are more generally dif- 
fused, than many on our side of the water 
axe ready to suppose. There is not in- 
deed, as in Scotland and Holland, a regu- 
lar establishment of parochial schools ; but 
in almost every village there are private 
schools, in which are taught the common 
but most useful branches of reading, writing, 
and accounts. In the towns there are also 
many schools, and by &r the greater part 
of the young people can now read and 
write. Among the old people there are 
many who cannot do this, and there are 
many parents, as is the case in England, 
who have no desire to put their children 
to school. 

I know I am treading on delicate ground 
when I venture, in writing to a zealous 
chiu-chman, to assert that the dissenters in 
England, whatever inconveniences they 
may have occasioned, have been of great 
ben^t to the lower classes in difiusing the 
blessings of education. Almost the first 
step of a dissenting minister, after settling 
in a remote village, if he be not himself a 
schoohnaster, is to establish a Sunday- 
1 
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8cl;iool, as a powerful means of training up 
the rising generation to his opinions^ and 
of attracting their parents idso to his 
diapel. The rector or curate, assisted by 
the justice, in self-defence, establishes 
another, and the utmost exertions are made 
on both sides, to bring children to the 
school. Thus from tHe opposition of the 
two opinions, in districts where the people 
have been slumbering for ages in the night 
of ignorance, the light of knowledge is in- 
troduced, and a new generation arises su- 
perior to their fathers. The dissenters or 
Protestants in Belgium are but very few 
indeed, and no Sunday-schools are esta- 
blished. That is a great misfortune, and 
there are also no evening schools, in which 
the industrious part of the community 
may, after the labours of the day, obtain . 
the means of instruction. 

I am afraid the clergy in Belgium are not 
very anxious to forward education. They 
certainly do their endeavours to prevent 
the drculation of the Bible ; but in the 
present day their spiritual arms are all 
they can employ, and these arms have al- 
ready lost their efficacy, wherever a resolu- 
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tion exists to oppose them. Where curio- 
sity prompts to read the Bible, the clergy 
have no means to prevent it. 

Of day-schools and boarding-schools for 
instruction in the Latin and French lan- 
guages, and other higher branches of edu- 
cation, th'er^is a supply more than equal to 
the demand ; independently of several 
noble colleges, of which I shall presently 
give an account. 

There is a regulation in the Nether- 
lands with regard to private individuals, 
who wish to adopt the profession of school- 
masters, which is of the utmost advantage 
to the ,«jmmunity, and which I do not 
4lespair, the good sense of the English 
government will one day introduce among 
ourselves. Before a man can obtain his 
patent or licence &om government to be a 
schoolmaster, without which he dares not 
commence, he must appear before a com- 
mission, of which there are one or two in 
fevery province, and he must be examined, 
and found qualified for those branches 
which he professes to teach. In Holland, 
the gradations of qualifications are four, 
and a man who has only passed for die 
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lowest, must not presume to attempt the 
branches which require he should pass for . 
the second, third, or fourth. There is, 
however, no bar put to his hcmorable ad- 
vancement; for should he conceive from 
his studies and application, and instruc- 
tions he may have received, that he has 
made himself master of the higher branches, 
he is at full liberty to apply for an examin- 
ation, ^id if found competent, he has full 
permission to profess and teach accordingly : 
and he has this satisfaction, that the deci- 
sion of the commission establishes his cha- 
racter that he is no impostor. This re- 
gulation is of no injury whatever to the 
re^y deserving teacher ; on the contrary, 
it is of great benefit to him, as it cuts off 
the competition of numerous ignorant im- 
postors. 

Any man who is at all acquainted with 
the profession, as it -is carried on in Eng- 
land, is well aware, that there is no one 
profession besides, in which half the 
quackery, half the deception, half the gross 
imposition is practised on the ignorant 
public. Men who know nothing what- 
ever of what they undertake, journeymen 
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tradesmen) &c. make the roost pompous 
professions, but few indeed are able to dis- 
criminate ; the well-meaning parents lose 
their money, the unhappy children their 
precious time, and the meritorious teacher 
the fair and honest emoluments of his pro- 
fession. In the boarding-schools also, the 
same evil prevails to an equal extent. 
Every branch of learning and science, every 
useful literary and commercial acquirement, 
is professed by men who have never been 
taught themselves. The parent who reads 
the cards, prospectus, and advertisements, 
finds every thing promised, and has no 
other mode of selecting his school, than by 
the sum which is demanded, or by the 
judgment of a neighbour, who knows per- 
haps as little as himself. Thus it is, that 
whilst in England more money is laid out 
in education than in any other country, 
there is no region under heaven in which 
that money is so often worse thui thrown 
^ away. 

The regulation I have informed you of 

'as existing in the whole kingdom of the 

Netherlands, in respect to school-masters, 

fis precisely similar to that whidi exists 
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amongst ourselves, with respect to physi- 
cians, surgeons, and apothec^ies. lliere 
is no scarcity of them we all know ; and 
they know it too, perhaps, more painiiilly 
than we do. No man may attempt to cure 
a wound, or administer medicine for a 
fever, until by an examination, he has been 
found to possess sufficient knowledge for 
the undertaking. The reason of this is, 
the pubhc are often unable to judge at all 
if he be qualified. The same reason holds 
good, every way as much in regard to a 
very numerous part of the public and the 
schoolmasters. As Parliament last session 
thought fit to extend to apothecaries the 
regulation which formerly only applied to 
physicians and surgeons, if they should 
also see fit to adopt a similar plan for se- 
curing a better education, they would at 
once do the public and the meritorious part 
of the profession an incalculable service. 

But leaving all introductory and higher 
schools, let us advance to the more splen- 
did institutions of colleges ; for as to uni- ' 
versities at present in Belgium, there are 
none, though it is in contemplation very 
soon to have that of Louvaine re-esta- 



by Google 



w^^r^^^'^zi^^^i. 



DUTIES OF THE REGENT. 65 

Utshed, with perhaps the addition of two 
others. 

The college of Ghent has maintained a 
high reputation as a seat of learning, and 
from a particular account of it, you will 
form your judgment of the means of edu- 
cation enjoyed by the higher ranks through- 
out the Netherlands. 

The functionaries of the college are a 
regent, two sub-regents, and six professors, 
beinjg for Latin and Greek, Poetry, andRhe- 
toric. There are also five otKcr professors 
or' masters, who give instruction in French, 
Eng^lish, German, Drawing, and the Mathe- 
matics. 

The regent has the direction and admi- 
nistration of the college committed to his 
care, and has the charge of all the Himi- 
tijre. He appoints the servants, and dis- 
misses them ; he keeps an account of the 
receipts and expenditure of the college, of 
which he makes a monthly return to the 
mayor of the city. He also makes a 
"monthly report to the mayor, of the state 
of the College, and transmits to the parents 
of the pupils , a monthly bulletin of their 
process and conduct His appointments 
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are the highest in the college, and aare 
board, lodging, and 3000 Irancs per an- 
num. 

The two Sub-Regents have the superin- 
tendance of the pupils during the tim^ 
they are not engaged with the prof^sors,; 
they see that they go regularly to their 
classes, — they have the charge of the 
dormitories, — they go out with them when 
they walk into the country, ■^~ and they 
make to the regent a weekly report of the 
conduct and morals of the pupils. The 
sub-regents have also to perform alternately 
the duties of chaplain; to do which they 
must have the authority of the bishop. 
They must preside at the prayers morning 
and evening j celebrate mass at the ap- 
pomted hour; and on Saturdays in the 
afternoon, and on Sundays and holidays in 
the morning, they are to give instructions 
on religion and morality. 

Their appointments are board, lodging, 
and 2000 francs per annum each. 

The six teaching Professors have not 
their minds distracted by any other occu- 
pations, from the business of th^ir classes. 
They must be natives of the country, and 
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posaeM a thorough knowledge of the French 
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5. Catechisme de Malinea, FraD9ai»- 
Flamand. 

6. Figures des Lettres Grecques. ' 

. 7. Formation des Chiffi'es, Denomination, 
Numeration. 

Grande Figttre. 

1. Kudimens de la Langue Latine, par 
Tricot 

2. Epitome Historiae.Sacrae,. per Lho- 
mond. 

3. Sitet, Epitome Hiatoriae Grsecae. 

4. Appendix de Diis, et Heroibus Poe- 
ticis, per Jouvency. 

5. De Viris Illustribus Urbis Homae, per 
Lhomond. 

6. Mceurs des Israelites, par Fleury. 

7. Declinaisons et' Conjugaisons Grecques. 

8. Dictionarium Latino-Grsecum, auctore 
Schrevelio. 

9. Frincipes g^n^raux tir^s des El^mens 
de la Langue Grecque, par Le Hoi. 

10. Les Quatre Operations 'de 1' Arithme- 
tic, Regie de Trois, et Fractions. » 

11. Grondregelen dei tkySexkoast, door* 
J. J. Rombouts. 1. V. 
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12. Triut^ El^mentaire d'Arithmetiquet 
par La Croix. ' 

13. Atlas der jeugd. — Atlas des £n- 
ians. 



Chfammmre. 

1. Grammaire Latine de TAcademie de 
BruxeUes. i . 

% Abr^^ de la Grammaire Grecque de 
Port Royal. 

3. Des Roches, Epitome Historiae B^- 
gicas, libri vii. 2 voL 

4. Cornelius Nepos de Vitis excellentium 
Imperatorum. 

5. Fhsedri selectfe Fabulte. 

6. Canisii parvus Catechismus Catholi- 
conim. 

7. Fables d'Esope, Grec et Fran^ais. 

8. Abr^^ de la Geographie de Crozat, 
avec im Traits de la Sphere. 

9. Discours sur I'Histoire Universelle, 
par BoBsuet, 2 vol. 

10. Thames Grecs et Latins. 

11. Differentes Regies d'Arithmetique et 
'de Society, Algebre, Equations du premier 

p S 
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Syntaxe. 

1. Selectfie Ciceronis et Flinii Epistols. 

3. Quintus Curtius de Rebus Gestis 
Alexandri Magni. 

S. C. Julli Ceesaris Commentarii de Bello 
Gallico. * ' 

4. Discours sur THistoire Uniyewelle de 
Bossuet, 2 vol. et continuation. 

5. Selectfe e Profanis Scriptoribus His- 
torise. 

6. Syntaxis Linguae Latinae in usum col- 
ic^ regit Bruxellensis. 

7. Plutarchi Vitae Vironun iUustrium 
grsece Script£e. 

8. Continuation de la Sj^ere et Geo- 
graphic. 

9. Caii Salliistii Crispi Opera. 

10. Historise Romanse Res memorabiles. 
1 1. Premiers Elemensdes Mathematiques, 

continuation de I'Algebre, Elemens de 
Geometrie, Theorie des Triangles et des 
Cercles. .■ ' '^ 

12. Continuation de Canisios. 

13. Continuation de I'^^istoire B«lgique 
de Des Rodies. . . , 



by Google 



, BOOKS. • 71 

Poesie. * 

1. Prosodise Latinae ars metrica et poeti- 
ca, in uaum Scholanun Belgii. 

2. Ovidii Nasonis Tristium, Ubri tres. 

3. Vir^ii Opera omnia cum notis Rusei. 

4. Horatii Opera Selecta. 

5. Ovidii Fabulae Selectae ex libris Meta- 
morphoseon. 

6. Homeri Iliados liber primus graece. 
7.Appendix de Diis et Heroibus Foeticis, 

auctore Juvency. 

8. Ph.Cluverii Introductio in Universam 
Geographiam. 

9. Geographic Ancienne, abr6ge par 
Danville, 3 vol. 

10. Gradus ad Parnassum. 

11. Canisii parvus Catechismus Catholi- 
corum. 

12. Continuation de THistoire Belgique 
de Des Roches. 

13. Abreg^ de I'Histoire Ancienne de 
Rollin, par TaiUiie, 5 vol. 



* I, brpught over a printed poon in Latin, by a pupH 
of this clas^ the versUtation of which has heea admired 
, by pexsons whose judgmait I much prefer to my own. 
F 4 
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Rhetorique. 

l.PrseceptaRhetoricesinusumScholarum 
Belgii. 

2. Ciceronis Selectse Oration^s, 3 vol. 

3. Taciti Annales. 

4. Cicero de OfHciis. 

5. Titi Livii Historian. 

6. Horatius. , , . : . ■ 

7. Illiados Homeri liber secundus. 

8. Abr^g^ de I'Histoire Ancienne de 
RoUin, par Tailhie, 3 vol. 

9. Geographic Ancienne. 

10. Sphere. 

11. Canisii parvus Catechismus Catholi- 
corum. 

12. Continuation de I'Historie Belgique 
de Des Roches. 

All the pupils in the two lower classes of 
the little form and the great form, are 
obliged to attend^ the French class also. 
All the pupils in the two higher classes, viz. 
of grammar and syntax. Are obliged to attend 
to receive instructicms ?n t^glish. All the 
pupils who advance as far as the two 
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highest classes, viz. of poetry and rhetoric, 
ftre also obliged to receive instracjtions iii 
German. All the boarders and day-board-; 
ers are obliged to learn these languages ; 
as to the day-scholars it is entirely optional. 
In the four lower classes, the professors 
give instructipfis in ^thmetic and mathe- 
matics, history, and geography. The pupils 
in the two higher classes attend the mathe- 
matical professor. The hours of study are 
more close than in England would gene- 
rally be borne. During the six summer 
months the pupils get up at five, and from 
that time till nine at night, the distribution 
of their time stands thus : 

Dressing - - - - i hour 
Prayers morning and evening i 
Studies of every sort - 101 
Meals, recreations, and mass 4| 

16 hours. 

They have the other eight hours of the 
twenty-four, to undress and rest in bed. 
During the six ' winter months they 
get up at a quafter before six, and the 
only difference in' the distribution of their 
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time fix>m summer is, that they have a 
quarter of an hour less time for study, and 
half an hour less time for recreation. 
Should the parents wish their children to 
receive lessons in dancing, !Eencing, or any 
other ornamental accomplishment, they 
must be given in the hours allotted for re- 
creation. 

The appouitments of the professors who 
attend to give instructions on the foundation 
of the college are : ' 

Professor of French - 1200 franca 

English - 1200 

German - 1200 

Drawing - 800 

Mathematics 1200 

The professor of drawing attends- only 
twice a week. 

To excite emulation both in the professors 
ffiid pupils, there is every year a public 
examination, conducted with every possi- 
ble solemnity, in the presence of the con- 
stituted authorities, the commission of 
studies, the parents of the pupils, and the 
respectable inhabitants of the town. To 
the most distinguished pupils are given. 
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prizes, and crowns of green leaves are put 
Upon their heads. Five prizes are con- 
ferred for Latin, three for Greek, two for 
the Catechism, two for History, two for Geo- 
gr^hy, two for Mathematics, two for 
French, two for English, two for German, 
two for each branch of Drawing, and one 
for good conduct As a fiirther stimulus 
and as-'A reward for distinguished merit, 
there are several bursaries of 200 frimcs 
each, to be obtained by superior prop^ss in 
learning. 

There is a library for die use of the 
young gentlemen. 

The board of the students is an inv- 
portant afiair in England. In the collie 
of Ghent it is as follows : at breakfast tea, 
milk, viiite bread and butter ; their dinner 
consists of soup, v^etables, two dtshea 
of hot meat, and a dessert; their suppw 
consists of sallad, a dish of meat, with a 
dessert. On days of abstinence they are 
served with fish. The regent, sub-regents, 
and professors, dme with the students. 

The espense of education in the college 
is as follows : for board, lodging, and edu- 
cation, 450 francs per annum, (18/. 158.) paid 
three months in advance. The vacation is 
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from the Ist of September to ths Ist of Octo- 
ber, andthosewho remain pay a month extra. 
The apparel and washing is at the expense 
of the parents ; but the college will under- 
take the washing for 40 francs. The half- 
boarders pay 300 francs per annum. The 
day-scholars pay 72 francs. The number 
of boarders is at present about 80} and the 
whole number of pupils together is not quite 
200. 

There were several Ejiglish boys at the 
college of Ghent when I visited it In at- 
tending mass they were, allowed to use the 
English common prayer book, whilst th^ 
Flemish boys, used or professed to use, the 
Flemish translation, or the Latin service. 
In the present state of religion amongst the 
higher ranks in Belgium, there is little risk - 
of the boys being proselytised to the 
Catholic &ith, but that they will leave the 
college with no attachment to any parti- 
cular form of Christianity at all, is even 
more than probable. A lad^will never be 
teased much in real earnest for being a 
heretic, but unless he possess a vigorous 
constitution and true courage, he will often 
have to feel that he is an Englishman and 
a foreigner. . ,^^ ' . ■ 
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I know well, the laws and regulations in 
theory, affi}rd him a very powerful defence j 
-but every man who has a practical know- 
ledge of boys, and of large schools, knows 
the utter impossibility of a lad having 
common justice, who cannot protect him- 
self. Every parent may not know this, l&ut 
every schoolmaster knows it well. 

Hiercis one very important part of the 
business of the college, which I have not 
touched upon, and that is the punishments. 
Boys as well as men must have laws ; and 
-laws, as Blackstone observes, are of no avail 
without punishment. The punishments 
inflicted on the pupils according to the gra- 
vity of the offence, are as follows : 
• 1. Being separated from the other boys, 
r during the hours of recreation, without per- 
mission to play with them, or to speak to 
them. 

. 2. Being obliged to eat at a solitary table, 
apart from the rest. 

3. Wearing an extraordinary mark during 
recreation. 

4. - Being put in prison during the day. 

5. Expulsion from the college. 
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Tlie first three punishmentB amongst the 
bigger boys, whose passions are strong, and 
who aie daring, axe not found of great 
avail. The main stress of discipline rests 
on the fourth, namely on imprisonment. 
On this account there are many solitary 
cells at all the colleges, uid there axe 
always culprits confined. ■ For slighter of- 
fences, one day may be enough ; but three, 
fives ten, or fifteen days are sometimes 
necessary. A great deal of time is thus 
lost It is a remedy of slow process, and it 
would appear often inefficacichis. I ques- 
tion if it be at all an improvement on the 
wisdom of Solomon, who recommends a 
rod ; and I conceive there is no reason why 
our great schools of Westminster and Eton 
'shoidd not persevere to follow the precept 
of the Jewish king, and continue a system, 
which at once humbles the pride of the 
daring offender, and feelingly, though pain- 
fully, convinces him of the necessity of ob& 
dience. 

An infirmary for the pupils is' attached 
to the collie. Every ptipil, on entering 
the college, must produce a certificate of 
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having had the natural small-pox, or of 
having been inoculated for the natural 
small-pox, or by vaccination. 

I have preferred giving a minute account 
of the college of Ghent, rather than of Brus- 
sels, or any of the other great towns, as I 
have official documents for every word I 
advance, and therefore am not liable to fall 
into those errors, which, in spite of every 
industrious inquiry, and every discrimi- 
nation of judgment, will invariably more or 
less occur, when we depend on private in- 
formation. 

The collie of Brussels bears a higher 
name, but I do not consider it as equal in 
accommod^ion.to the pupils, and I do not 
know in reality, that their progress in 
learning is at all greater. In fact the pupils 
there are by far too numerous. The ap- 
. pointments of the professors are better, 
and therefore if practical talents lor teach- 
ing were rare, Ghent might in that respect 
be inferior. The appointments at Ghent, 
though limited, are certainly enough to 
afford a respeptable subsistence. The sunj 
demanded of the .pupils at Brussels is 680 
francs pei; annum. The half-boarders pay 
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400 francs per annum. To an English 
family settled at Brussels, it is much better 
to send their boys as day-boarders, as the 
good supper which they will get at home, 
will make up for the deficiences of a diet, 
which, though good enough for Flemings, will 
not be found entirely satirfactory to them. 
For 120 francs more, that is "for 800 francs in 
the whole, the college undertakes<te renew 
the dress of the pupil, of which it is re- 
quired he shall have a complete stipul^ed 
assortment when he enters. 

Such are the colleges of the Netherlands, 
and upon nearly this plan are all the central 
schools or Ijfcees in France, and in the 
countries which, before the downfal of its 
power, owned its sway. The difference be- 
tween one central school and another, will 
arise from the greater or less wealth and 
population of the place, afiectii^ conse- 
quently the appointment of the pijDl^&aora, 
the number employed, and )th0 8\tm ex- 
pected of the pupils. At .Pajis, ;they 0t- 
.pect 1000 francs per t annupi ; at' RotieA^ 
800. In all of them the pupils assemWe by 
beat of drum, are ranked by those of their 
own number, who are raised to be'se/geanls 
12 
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and corporals* and are in some degree 
under their control. The lowest age of ad- 
mission is ten, and by seventeen or eigh- 
teen, a number of well-educated youths 
are sent out into all the active and useful 
departments of life. Some, however, re- 
main at the colleges till twenty or twenty- 
two. 

The church, both here and in France, 
has seminaries of its own, and in the pre- 
sent depressed state of the ecclesiastical 
finances, no superfluous learning can be 
afforded. 

The study of the law, afier leaving col- 
lege, is requisite for one who would follow 
it as a profession. It is also deemed here, 
as in Scotland, an elegant and almost 
necessary accomplishment for a gentle- 
man, and the sdiool of law at Brussels 
natur^y holds the first rank in reputation. 
' Of the Schools of medicine and the fine 

-arts, {shall say nothing at present; but 
jihall here conclude this letter, in which 

•f have more than enough trespassed on 
- 'ybur patience. 

\- '.f " . I am, 
'^' • Your*s, &C. 
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LETTER VI. 

My DEAE SlE, 

Change of scene is necessary for happiness^ 
and after residing long enough in a. town 
to become familiarised with the principal 
objects, the mind feels prompted to go on. 
This induced me and my companion to 
take places in the Diligence for Brussels^ 
and so at 11 o'clock we set out. 

Good fortune placed me directly oppo- 
site an elegantly dressed handsome young 
lady, going on a visit to Brussels; her 
femme de chamhre had the place next to 
her, my companion sat next to me, and 
two Flemish gentlemsp occupied the cor- , 
ners. Hiere weii; no outside places, and 
the inside iare for thirty miles was seven. . • 
irancs. ' ■., 

The road as usual was paved like. the * 
streets of London; a row of trees was. on*/ 
each side between the pavement and the 
ditch} the country on e^h side was » dead , 
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6at highly cultivated, and covered with the 
richest crops, without hedges, but richly 
»domed with trees. Few or no cattle were 
to be seen by the way^ The soil is here 
too vaJuable, and they may be reared 
cheaper elsewhere. We had considerable 
amusement from the number of boys who 
came near tlfe 'coach to obtain money by 
their amusing gestures, and by the declar- 
ation of their politics. Experience has 
taught them who are their best friends, and 
" vwe England," ** vive Angleterre" are 
ventured as a speculation, which seldcmi 
^Is to bring a rich return. In other parts 
of the road, parties approach and throw 
roses into the coach, and join in songs of 
victory, to comm^norate the valour of our 
armies. " Vive I^wd Wellington etcela pour 
Napoleon" drawing at the same time the 
rfinger across the throitf,' is anotb^ artifice 

• they successfully eiAp\oy, 

* 4 ' The Flemings' are* merciful to their 

horses, and conducteur and postilion reckon 
fcHir niiles on hour quite speed enough. 
We came to a little elevation of ground, 
whiAVtHe Flemings called a " CoUine" 
add- one of them a « Moniagne" As 

Q 2 
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near as I could judge, it might be a rise of 
twelve or sixteen feet in a quarter of a mile. 
It was however deemed sufficient reason for 
conducteur, postilion, and passengers, to 
get down and walk. We changed horses 
twice, and were on the road till half past 
seven in the evening. 

Travelling by the public conveyances of 
the country, and dining at a table ^kotCf is 
the only way to see the natives and their 
manners without any disguise. A man 
may travel in his own carriage^ snd dine in 
his own chambers, from Calus to Con* 
stantinople, and come back none the wiser. 
If he do so, he will have little society, and 
that is not very likely to &miliarise with 
him, as if one of themselves. Whoever 
mingles with the Flemings will find them 
an amiable, polite, kind-hearted people; 
and it will be his own fault, if he do not 
obtain their friendship and good-will. ! • 

I have already given you a hint of the 
female manners, in the little uiecdote of 
the lady in the barge from Bruges to Ghent. 
In the Diligence for Brussels, the young 
lady who with her femme de chetmbre was 
going thither, told us she was about to 'be 
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married in four months to a gentleman in 
, Ghent. This did not prevent my com- 
panion, who knew the manners of the 
country, irom paying his addresses to her 
in the coach, and before they had gone 
many miles, every thing was arranged. 
The bargain was fixed by kissing her hand 
and lips. They parted when the coach 
arrived at Brussels, and I suppose havp 
never since met. 

We found the Wellington hotel, looking 
into the park, superior in accommodation 
to any in which we had been. On the one 
side we look down on the ramparts, and 
the country around, which here varying in 
its surface from the usual flatness, presents 
agreeable prospects. The houses round 
the park have a fine appearance, like those 
of the better part of Rccadilly. The glass 
of the windows is however miserably bad 
. and mieven. It is so in France. This is 
the only part of Brussels that is very agree- 
able, for in the lower part of the town the 
streets are narrow, ill-paved, and dirty. 
They also wind to and fro in such a man- 
ner, that without a guide you can never 
find the way. 
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It is olnoiost unnecessary to aay atiy thing 
of a town so well known. I may howevef 
observe, that the library is very extensive, 
as also the collection of pictures. The 
Acadeiny of Fine Arts musters from 400 to 
500 students, who receive instructions from 
two masters for painting, two for architect 
ture, two for engraving, and two for sta- 
tuary. The Royal College has about 300 
boarders, and 500 pupils in the whole. TTic 
Botanic Garden I shall not venture to de- 
spise, as it might possess objects of value 
I could not discover. It is, however, very 
small, and makes but a very poor appear- 
ance. The schools of law and medicine 
enjoy a high reputation. 

Being desirous of seeing the manner in 
which the hospitals were conduf^ed* I ob- 
tained admission into that of St. John. It 
is very handsome, the floors afe of marble. 
It had formerly been a nunnery, and many 
of its splendid decorations still remained. 
The placp was very clean, and every pos- 
sible attention seemed to be paid. Nuns 
were in attendance on the sick, and the 
beds seemed comfortable. I took notice^ 
that every patient had at the foot of his 
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bed, before his eyes, a picture of his Sariour 
on the Cross, to remind him of the great 
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1^ «sual mode of proceeding is to take 
a barouche, for which you pay 25 francs, 
and unless a party unite, no cheaper con- 
veyance is to be had. You are solicited 
also to take a guide, but th^ is unneces- 
sary, as a peasant on the spot will answer 
the purpose equally well, or most likely 
better. As it is now become a sort of holy 
pilgrimage, there are regular statioHs, at 
which every patriot will stop to indulge in 
the warm feeling which rises in his bosom. 
Our party, which was fourteen in number, 
as usual, stopped at Waterloo village, op- 
posite the church, about two miles from the 
field. We entered the church to view the 
monuments erected to the memory of the 
brave. 

One, in Latin, was for Whi. Norman 
Ramsay. Another was sacred to the me- 
mory of 

Lieut.-Col. Edward Stables ; 

Lieut.-Col. Sir Francis D'Oily, K. C B. 

Lieut.-Col. Charles Thomas ; 

Iieut.-Col.- William Miller; 

Lieut-Col. W. Henry Milner ; 

Capt. Robert Adair j 

Capt Edward Grose ; . 
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Cftpt. Thomas Brown ; 

Ensign Edward Pardee ; 

Ensign James Lord Hay ; 
all officers of the First Guards. 

There is also another monument to the 
memory of Major Edward Griffin, Lieut. 
Isaac Sherwood, Lieut. Heniy Buckley, 
and Lieut Wra. Livingston Rohe. The 
next place to which we were conducted, 
was to a gentleman's garden, about one 
hundred yards from the church, to see the 
willow tree planted over the leg of the 
Marquis of Anglesea, and the monument 
and inscription near it, expressive of the 
same, and of the great event by which it 
was occasioned. On returning to the Inn, 
we were shown the Duke of Wdlington's 
bed-room, and the -bed on which they told 
us he sl^t the night before the battle. 
We then went forward to Mont St Jean« 
and were teazed by the people offeritig u» 
to purchase relics of the field ; and also by 
a peasant, in the usual dress of a blue smock 
fi:ock and cotton night cap, insisting that 
he was La Coste who had been with the 
Emperor on the day of the battle. As IjB 
Caste was known to some of the party, he 
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did not succeed. Cuirasses, helmets* hats* 
swords, pistols, b^, bullets, ornaments and 
remnants of all sorts and descriptions, 
enabled every one to gratify his taste^ in 
the selection of objects as a memorial of 
the day. Cuirasses were 15 francs, swords 
\^ere irom 5 to 20. 

We turned to the left, and went on to- 
wards Hougomond. On turning down the 
lane, which leads to it from the highway, 
we observed the trees all marked and 
notched by the musket^balls, numy of whidi 
the peasantry had cut out for sale. The 
Oiateau is still in ruins. The little chapel 
had also suffered ; the roof was destroyed, 
and half the feet of the Crucifix of Jesus 
was burnt away. In the garden, the maHu 
of the balls are to be seen on the trees, and 
there still remain the loop-holes-in the brick 
walls, fn>m which the English guards sent 
out their destrudtive fire upon their assail- 
ants, five hundred of our countiymen 
here fell ; but three thousftnd of the en^ny 
perished to svenge tbeir death. The place 
<^ their intermentk pftmted out. 

We walked by » narrow path for a mile 
aaoM the fields to t^e poor misoable Ian 
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of* La Belle Alliance. We went to the 
place where Wellington and Blucher met 
on the evening of the day when the French 
were flying in disorder, and the brave 
Prussians had come up, and were joining in 
a pursuit which proved bo fatal to our foes. 
We entered the Inn and had some refresh- 
ments. We were told it had been pur- 
chased by an English gentleman, who in- 
tended to build there a Ch^^au. 

The spot where the Emperor was, with 
La Co9te beside him, is n^t to be seen. 
It is the best place from which to have a 
view of the field. This was an advantage 
clearly in favour of the enemy, and hei^tens 
therefore the merit of our army in gaining 
the victoty. I may here observe, that it has 
been said La Coste was pinioned on horse* 
back. La Coste denies that He was re- 
tained against his will, but no personal 
insult of that sort was shewn him, uid he 
still believes he would have been rewud^ 
if the event had turned out differently, 
llie rewards he now reaps from private 
individuals, probably pay him better tfaazi 
all he would have received friom Imperial 
gratitude. Our comtiy, by pure vtHout 
3 
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and main strength, beat the tyrant to the 
ground. Gn the field of Waterloo we must 
scorn the aid of an unfounded report. From 
this place may be seen to advuitage, that 
part of the wood from which the Prussians 
under Bulow came out on the evening of 
the day. 

We walkedalongthe road towards LaHaye 
Sainte, and were shewn the place where the 
Imperial Guards made their last desperate 
but unsuccessful effort. In the great bam 
of La Haye Sainte the blood is still seen on 
the walls, and the balls in various parts of 
the wooden fiimiture. The gate is bored 
in ten thousand places by the balls, like a 
sieve. It has been covered on one side with 
wood, to keep it from falling to pieces. 
A little memorial is erected, on the end of 
the house next the road, to the heroes of 
the German Legion, who there perished 
when their ammunition was spent. The 
marks of cannon-balls are seen in the walls, 
which are repaired with |r^,]iij]e. 

Wellington's tree, which, was about the 
centre, is the best pl^ in the Engjish.ltne 
to view the field. It is a fine elpi, y?hijch 
overhangs the roaQ, ^d has heeti call^ 
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WeUington*s tree, from the Duke having 
been near it a great part of the day. 

To have a more complete prospect from 
Hougomond to the farthest extent of the 
left wing, I climbed up ; some of the 
branches had been shot off by cannon-balls, 
and the marks of leaden bullets are numer- 
ous. One, which a peasant boy who came 
with me pointed out, I cut out, Mid have 
preserved among many other things, as a 
precious relic from the field. I was here 
shewn the spot where General Ficton, and 
where the honorable Sir Alexander Gordon 
fell. 

Close by this tree commences a little 
lane, with a small hedge on each side. In 
the middle of this lane the armies met at 
the point of the bayonet, about six o'clock 
in the evening. The British were victo- 
rious, and from that time, said La Costej 
the efforts of the French were only to make 
good their retreat 

Our emotidnt of mingled triumph and, 
regret on* this d^y, I cannot describe. All 
nov is sileiice and peace. Heavy crops of 
Halving com conceal from view the graves 
'of 'l^e dead. Twice indeed we saw a piece 
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of the body of a horse, but nothing more. 
To this memorable field, where the fate of 
the world was decided, for ages to come 
the British traveller will resort. 

For three days before we were there, the 
weather had been wet ; on that day it was 
fine. Two other parties of our countrymen , 
were on the field. The Indian Jugglers 
also, who had been exhibiting at Brussels, 
came out on horseback. An American and 
his lady, though burning with envy at the 
glory of England, felt compelled to view the 
scene of her triumphs. On my second 
visit to Brussels, I found at the Hotel de 
Brabant a party of 'American captains, who 
had come in a post-chaise on purpo^ from 
Antwerp, and who went -next day to 
Waterloo. ' 

Having gratified our feelings, we re- 
turned to find our carriages to Mont'-' 
St. Jean. The people of the Intf.hid rik**-* 
pected,or pretended to have eiCpec^^i'thafcj * 
we should have stopped to dine ; -faiitsaAve 1 
had ordered dinner at Brussels, it wis of*^ 
course not in our power, ifticir insolerice ' 
in consequence, and their extc^on "ftw •'• 
what refreshments we had^ were only li- * 
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mited bv thnir fears. A nartv of nRasantrv 
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our army, particularly the Scotch. We are 
both citizens of the world, I shall therefore 
not obtrude any national or provincial 
feelings upon you, but they were often 
highly excited by the people of Belgium. 

lam, 

Your's, &c &C. 
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LETTER VIL 



My deab Sib, 

When you come to Brussels, and wish to 
go on to Antwerp, you will have two ways 
of proceeding by a public conveyance. One 
is by the stage coaches, of which there are 
enough to ensure a fair competition, and 
which travel with tolerable expedition; 
and the other is by the canal. To persons 
who have time at command, the latter mode 
is preferable. You pay next to nothing, 
two francs and a half, and a trifle besides 
for the best seats. You sit at your ease} 
move along without the smallest fatigue, 
and enjoy on each side such a prospect, as 
cannot fail to yield the highest gratification. 
*Vou have also an opportunity of mingling 
in an easy familiar manner, without cere- 
mony and without reserve, with the natives 
of the country ; and you thus learn their 
manners and opinions better than by any 
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other way. On the passage I commenced 
an acquaintance with two of our country- 
men, whose society ailerwards yielded me 
the highest gratification. They had found 
out by experience what I have just stated, 
had ^andoned their carriage, and had 
determined ever after to adopt the public 
conveyance of the country. The day was 
delightful, and on looking back on Brussels, 
the palace of Lacken, and the numerous 
chateaus on the rising ground not far from 
the canal, we enjoyed such views as the 
continent of Europe seldom exhibits. The 
canal is very noble, and the country on 
each side very fine. We passed large 
heaps of stones, which they were loading to 
carry to Holland to repair the dykes. At 
Antwerp, we saw large masses of stone 
brought from the same quarter. The trees 
on the side of the canal were poplar, aspin 
poplar, called here JBois blanct some oaks, 
all diminutive, and many beech trees, which 
come to much greater perfection. The 
beech trees in the forest of Soign^, as you 
go to Waterloo, are as large and fine tall 
straight timber as it is possible to con- 
ceive. As there is a considerable fall in 
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the ground, and consequently a great loss 
of water at the opening of every lock, it is 
deemed preferable to move the passengers 
and luggage to another boat, so that we 
were in four different boats. To walk now 
and then a hundred yards is no great 
trouble, and as the people connected with 
the boats move the baggage, it is do extra 
expense. We at last came to the banks of 
the river Neethe» which runs into the 
■Scheldt*. We crossed it during a tre- 
mendous shower of rain, and got into the 
Diligence, which goes from thence to Ant- 
werp. Our passage-money had also paid 
for all this. The road goes forward, straight 
as a line, which no mathematician could 
improve. In one part of the road looking 
forward through the rows of trees, which 
seem gradually to meet, the distance may 
be three or four miles ; as you look back, 
the same remarkable sight is presented to 
the eye. As we approached to Antwei|), 



* Sch in Dutch, is pronounced like sk : hence pro> 
nounce Skeldt, Skiedam, Skeveling. — Ck is also bard; 
hence pronounce Walkers, Utpekt, &c. I state this, as 
I have found man; ignorant of tJie true mode. 
B 2 
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we saw an immense extent of ground laid 
out in gardens. The Corderi^, or great 
rope-walk of Bonaparte, in which were pre- 
pared the rigging of the vessels intended 
for the destruction of England, makes a 
conspicuous figure. It is a building three 
stories high, and of a hundred windows in 
each. The lofty tower of the great cathe- 
dral, and the steeples of the other churches, 
raising their heads above the trees, and 
looking over the ramparts, seem to frown 
defiance as you approach. As we drew 
near, the vast extent and formidable defence 
of the outworks, the great breadth of the 
ditch, and the unassailable strength of the 
walls, indicated the importance of this vast 
naval depot, which France so justly valued, 
and which her ablest engineer, Gimot, was ' 
sent to defend. 

The great object of the traveller ought 
to be to see not merely such sights as acci- 
dent may have brought to any particular 
town in which be is, but those important 
objects upon which its existence and great- 
ness depend. The objects of first im- 
portance then to be seen at Antwerp, are 
Jthe river, the arsenal, the shipping, the 
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quays^ the great bason* the canals, and the 
warehouses. The river appeared larger and 
broader than the Thames between the 
bridges. It is navigable at high water for 
line of battle ships some miles higher up. 
At present there are no ships of war. . By 
the articles of capitulation the French were 
allowed to retain some, and these are gone 
for France ; the others. are in the Texel, or 
at Flushing. The arsenal is something of 
the nature of Woolwich Warren. The guns 
of the town and citadel are laid up in the 
warehouses, and also the military stores.. 
There are no ships of war building. The 
river, however, presents a wood of masts. 
In walking along the quay, we made en- 
quiry, and found there were about fifteen 
or sixteen English vessels, and three i^e- 
rican. There were also six French vessels, 
but these were far up above the citadel, at 
a distance, to prevent quarrels and blood- 
shed. The English and Americans were 
lying alongside, like brothers. So it is 
always the case in foreign ports. The 
American government and our government 
may fall out, and engage the people in war, 
but they cannot destroy the friendly sym- 
H 3 
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pathy which, in spite of every political dif- 
ference, subsists between individuals. The 
same language, the same love of freedom 
and contempt of foreign slavery, the same 
religion, the same laws, and substantially 
the same form of government, compel Eng- 
lishmen and Americans to feel for each 
other g. mutud respect and esteem. 

The bason dug by the French for the 
ships of war is very fine. It was not high 
water when we saw it, yet it was twenty- 
two feet deep. It is extremely convenient 
for the shipping and unshipping of goods, 
and therefore a higher port-duty is paid for 
entering it, than at the quay along the river. 
In the vast building close by the bason, 
called the Oosterlings house, or magazine 
built for the trade of the Hanseatie league, 
are seen the marks of the cannon-balls 
thrown in during the late bombardment by 
the English. 

Many small canals run up into the town 
from the river. These were filled with 
small vessels from the interior of the 
country, from Brussels, Ghent, Louvaine, 
&c A great many fishing vessels also 
belong to the town. The shipping and 
2 
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trade, of Antwerp give an appearance of 
bustle and activity to the town, which in- 
contestably prove, that a great deal of busi- 
ness is done,' whether it be enough to 
satisfy commercial cupidity or not. You 
at the same time hear many complaints of 
nothing being done, and so I beard at 
Rotterdam and Amsterdam, although the 
number of ships and barges continually 
arriving and departing, proved beyond a 
doubt the contrary to be the case. 

The English goods could not be expected 
to be bought up in the manner they had 
been. Such an abundance of every sort 
had be^n poured in, that the market was 
doubly overstocked. I heard the same 
account from our countrymen travelling on 
business every where. In the small and 
remote towns, they had more success than 
in the large.' I was sorry to hear also 
every where, that some of our countrymen, 
by sending over goods which but ill cor- 
responded with the samples, and goods 
also which had a much better external ap- 
pe^ance than th6y afterwards turned out 
to deserve, had hurt the credit of the 
country, and compelled our mercantile men 
H 4 
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to bring their goods, where formerly sam- 
pies would have done. When goods are 
sent, and a duty paid, they must be sold, 
and loss is thereby often occasioned. The 
English, if they would maintain their supe- 
riority as a manufacturing and eomraercial 
country, must be on the alert Cotton 
manufactories on a large scale are esta- 
blished at Ghent ; the woollen cloth at 
Liege and other towns, they tell us, is better, 
though dearer, than that from England. 
For the duties to be paid, I refer to the 
next letter, which will give an analysis of 
their tarif. The merchants of Antwerp will 
undertake to get most kinds of goods in- 
troduced below the regular duties. The 
Douaniers are rather shy of giving twelve 
per cent, on the declared value, and taking 
the goods to themselves, as in some in- 
stances, where they have done so, they have 
been great losers. The Netherlanders dis- 
play a great jealousy of English goods, and 
it is not greatly to be wondered at. Their 
manufacturers suffer greatly by the com- 
petition, both in their own country, and in 
Germany, and the workmen dread being 
coippelled, like many of the Swiss, to aban- 
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don dieir employment, and seek their live- ' 
lihood in a foreign land. i 

England is however far from heing the 
greatest enemy in regard to trade, and the 
conduct of the French at this moment dis- ■. 
. plays the vexation they feel in losing BM- 
gium, and their desire to recover it whoi- 
ever it may be in their power. France, 
when both countries were under one go- 
vernment, used to take off the hands of the 
Belgians the produce of their manufac- 
tures. The wines, &c. of France were re-- 
ceived in, exchange. Now that they are 
no longer united, in order to make the Bel- 
gians feel it to be a painful and unhappy 
separation, not a single article is allowed to 
cross the frontier. The goods which France 
stands in need of, she will deprive her sub- 
jects of, to her own hurt, to compel the 
Belgian merchants and manufacturers to 
regret the past, and look for a change in the 
future. It is to be feared some of them do 
80. Three lines of Douaniers guard the 
frontiers. In going to Paris, between pas»- 
ing the frontier and entering Cambray, my 
own little portmanteau was five times ex- 
amined. It has been said again and again. 
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both in the French and Engli^ news- 
papers, that the Army of Occupation gives 
assistance to the Douaniers. It is not for 
me to presume to censure the conduct of 
the great statesmen who regulate these 
afibirs, but they must reconsider the subject 
again, before I can bring myself to offer 
them my humble tribute of applause. 

The city of Rubens and Van Dyke does 
not iall behind the jest in its support of 
the fine arts. The Academy has a noble 
collection of the finest pictures, many of 
which were brought back irom Paris, and 
also models in plaster for the use of the 
pupils. In winter, four or five hundred 
devote their time to receive instructions of 
the different masters. In summer, perhaps 
seventy or eighty. Amongst so many, who 
thus in every great town apply themselves 
to the fine arts, and who have every facility 
affi)rded them, either for nothing, or at a 
very low price, distinguished .talents must 
frequently appear, which only require the 
sanction of time, to give their names the 
applause and fame, of which the e^lier 
master.8 are now in possession. Great pains 
are tj^en to excite emulation. At Ghent, 
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Brussels, and Antwerp, I saw the pictures 
exhibited which had gained the annual 
prizes. They are purchased by the towns, 
and the names of the artists, and the occa- 
sion on which they gained the prize, are ex- 
hibited in gilt letters along with the picture. 
The distribution of the prizes is conducted 
with every solemnity which can give it 
effect, and is in the presence of the con- 
stituted authorities, the principal utistsj 
and most respectable people in the country. 
Crowns are put on the head of the success- 
ful candidate; and if he be from another 
town, the honors with which he is received 
on his return, remind us of the manner in 
which the ancient Greeks were wont to wel- 
come home their citizens who returned 
victorious Jrom the Olympic games. In 
the distribution of prizes at Ghent this 
summer, which took place about two days 
before I arrived, David the painter took an 
active part, «nd had much homage shewn 
him on the occasion. While so much pains 
are thus taken, it is evidently not the fault 
of the people, if the Flemish school do not 
maintain its ancient glory. 

At Antwerp, a considerable trade is ear- 
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ried on in pictures. In the Place de Meir^ 
which by the bye is truly a grand street, we 
went in to see an exhibition of pictures, 
said to be by the first masters, which are 
kept for sale. Many of them you are com- 
pelled to admire, but there were others, 
and those too which had high-sounding 
names, for which 700 and 1000 Napoleons 
were dem^ided, which, unless I had pre- 
viously known where to sell them, I should 
have thought dearly purchased at a hun- 
dredth part of the sum. It was an excel- 
lent place 'for a map to get rid of his over- 
flow of cai^, if in these days such a thing ia 
ever found to exist. Lace also, which they 
shew at the same place, and for which they 
demand 70 and 80 Napoleons a yard, would 
readily contribute to the same effect. It is 
perfectly unnecessary to say any thing to 
you, of objects so well known as the paint- 
ing of Kubens, in which his father, himself, 
his three wives and family are introduced. 
It is in one of the churches, and is one of 
those rescued from the grasp of the all- 
voracious tyranny of France. It is such a 
picture, as having seen once, you must see 
it again. 
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In several churches are most beautiful 
pictures. In the yard of one of the 
churches, may be seen "the statues of apos- 
tles, saints, and martyrs, in such number, 
as might, without much exaggeration, be 
called an army. There is also' there to be 
seen, what they tell us is an exact repre- 
sentation of the tomb of our Saviour at 
Jerusalem, and if I had not read Dr. Clarke's 
or Chateaubriand's travels, I might have 
believed them. It may nevertheless an- 
swer the purpose intended, by exciting the 
piety of the faithful. That nothing may 
here be wanting to make an impression on 
the senses, there is a rude representation of 
hell against the wall of the church, in 
which the flames are of bright red, and the, 
heads of the poor wretches in agony are in 
white plaster. It may perhaps excite salutary 
darm ; for our two countrymen, whom I 
accompuiied, seemed very thoughtful and 
serious when .they looked at it. 

The cathedral is as grand a church as 
any I have ever beheld. From the top of 
its most beautiful tower, 432 feet high, I 
viewed the city lying under my feet, the 
windings of the Scheldt, the bason, the 
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citadel, so renowned for strength, the dis- 
tant towers of Malines, and Breda, the 
road to Ghent, and' afar off the island of 
Walcheren. The pictures and decorations 
of the cathedral are exquisitely beautiful, 
and the service is well attended. I am 
sorry I have to bear witness too of a piece 
of superstition, which I should have sup- 
posed woidd in these days hardly have teikea 
place. After mass, the priest brought out 
a something, which the devotees fell down 
on their knees round the rails which en- 
■ compass an altar, in order to behold. He 
applied it to the lips of one, wiped it with 
a towel, as was indeed right, and applied it 
to another. He did so I suppose to one 
hundred or one hundred and fifty poor 
meanly dressed men uid women. And 
what was this sacred object of devotion ? 
To the honor of Antwerp, and the nine- 
teenth century, be it known it was a pio- 
ture, within glass, of St. Anthony of Fadua. 
The " Switae de VEglise" informed me, a 
leg of that Sunt was kept in the cathedral, 
as a very precious relic. I was pretty near 
the priest, Mid my guide with me, when this 
scene was goingon. He looked at me, and 
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his expresskm of countenance seemed to 
me to say, lie wished an Englishman had 
not been present on such an occasion. I 
felt for the priest. An old custom it is 
sometimes difficult to lay aside, and a man 
of sense is mbrtified in being obliged to 
bear a part in a scene which he himself 
knows to be unwise. I leave this matter 
fi>r the private consideration of those whom 
it may ooncern, and shall erer continue 
to be. 

My dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. &C. 
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LETTER VIII. 

My dear Sib, 

As Antwerp is the principal commercial 
town in Belgium, the present is perhaps as 
proper a place as any, to give an account of 
the duties of import and export for the pro- 
vinces of Belgium. You will keep in mind 
that the present government has not been 
long established, and that after farther ex- 
perience, some of the regulations now en- 
forced may be expected to be altered or 
amended. In Holland the tarif is not the 
same. 

The principles of political economy which 
the Belgic government had in view, in 
forming their tarif of duties, will appear on. 
reading over the list of artides, and the 
duties imposed, to be as follow ; 

1st. To find employment for Bel^c in- 
dustry, by admitting without duty, or for a 
very low duty, raw unmanufactured mate- 
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tisti : as wool, , flax, hemp, cotton, hides, 
metals, &c ■ 

§i For the same reason to prohibit the 
exportation of these articles, if there were 
any risk of not having an abundant 
supply. 

3d. To protect Belgic manufactures by a 
total prohibition, or by imposing a very 
heavy duty, on such manufactured goods as 
their own country can produce. 

4th. To encourage the erection of new 
manufactures, and to raise a revenue on 
such manufactured goods as Belgium can- 
not supply within itself at present. 

5th. To raise a revenue simply, by a 
duty on colonial produce, &c. 

Under the first head, on reading over 
the tarif, we 6nd the following articles : 
Alum, bones, bee^hives, cattle, charcoal, 
copper, calamine, cotton, flax, hair, hemp, 
hides, manure, mercury, nets, oil, oak bark, 
old ropes, potass, sdtpetre, seeds of all 
sorts, silk, steel, tools for mechanics, for 
manufacturers and fishermen, wool, zinc. 

Under the second head we find the ex- 
portation of the same articles prohibited, 
with the exception of alum, cattle, cotton, 
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potass, silk, sted. FlaK and hemp may be 
exported on paying a small duty, as may 
also salt-petre, on paying 10 per cent. Fish 
oil may be exported daty free, but the oil 
made from poppies, whether native pro- 
duce or not, may not be exported. It is 
used in the manufacture of cloth. 

As to the precious metals, they may be 
imported and exported free of duty. 'Die 
ignorant dread of being drained of a circu- 
lating medium guides no part of the system 

. of political economy in Belgium. 

Under the third head, we may select in 
the list a considerable number of articles. 
Beer is charged a duty of twenty francs for 
a hectolitre*, (f^out Qid. an English pint), 
whiht wine pays only eight frwics for nine 
hectolitres, or about three farthings a gallon 

■ of English wine measure. The country of 
Belgium produces abundance of barley, and 
the beer is good. That of Brussds, and 
particularly of Louvaine, is justly cele- 



• The hectolitre, or lOO' litres, malce 6102 cnbic 
inches. The litre, the usual liquid measure in Belgium 
and France, contains 61 cubic inches. The English 
qnart of beer contains 70^ cubic indiea. 
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toto. Skins tanned or curried, are pro- 
hibited. Fresh fish, and salted or smoked 
herrings, excepting from Holland, are pro- 
hibited in toto. Brine, and some kinds of 
soap are prohibited. Their pottery is se- 
cured by a duty of 20 or 25 per cent, on 
foreign importation. 

This is that part of the continental sys- 
tem which exists in Belgium. We act in 
a similar manner. We prohibit foreign 
lace and silk goods, and whatever we think 
proper ; foreigners consider themselves to 
have a right to prohibit also. In general, 
the system of prohibitions is condemned by 
Dr. Adam Smith, as bad policy ; it forces 
the naticmal industry into a channel into 
which it is not beneficial it .should go ; and 
he shews that it is better to buy from 
foreigners what they afford cheaper, in the 
same manner as it is better to buy shoes of 
a shoemaker, than to try to make them at 
home, ride Wealth of Nations, book iv. . 
chap. 7 and 8. 

Nations, however, will n6t be so wise and 

liberal in their dealings, and sefcm to strive 

who shall become moat independent of the 

other, to the destruction of comm^ce and 

10 
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all its blessings. The continental system 
of the late ruler of France, by excluding 
British manufactures, necessarily raised 
many sorts of goods to a very high price, 
which gave encouragement to the native 
manufacturers to commence making them. 
The long continuance of the war gave 
time to bring many manufactures to such 
perfection, that the people wish now to 
supply themselves. The rulers of Spain, 
France, and Belgium, are not sufficiently 
grateful to England to receive her manu- 
factures, where they can do without them. 
If the King of the Netherlands were to 
listen to half the bad advice his Belgian 
subjects are constantly giving him, both in 
the newspapers, and in the provincial states, 
the list of prohibited goods would be much 
more extensive than it is. 

We may select from the tarif, and ar- 
range under the fourth bead, those goods 
which Belgium cannot furnish in sufficient 
quantity, or not at all. A duty of five per 
cent, is laid on the following : books bound, 
cambric, cordage, dried fish, files and saws, 
grindstones, glass for mirrors, gold wrought, 
jewellery, hydromel, red lead, instruments 
I 3 
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£» agriculture, millstones, musical instru' 
ments, oil of spices, olives, silk for em- 
broidery, sulphuric acid, wax. Books un-« 
bound pay three per cent. A duty of six 
per cent is charged on kerseymeres, and all 
stufis of wool mixed with cotton or silk, 
white wood, muriatic acid. A duty of 
eight per cent, is charged on glue of all 
sortSt quills dressed, and copper and brass . 
wire, silk stockings. Most articles pay a 
duty of ten per cent, as blankets, brushes, 
candles, clocks, clothes for men or women, 
carriages, cotton goods not prohibited, fire- 
arms, furniture of every sort, goods manu- 
factured from steel, silver, and coppo', 
hosiery of all sorts, including all sorts of 
stockings, except of silk, hats of straw or 
waxcloth, hair cloth, leather gloves, wax- 
cloth, cloth made ftom flax or hemp, but 
if blea<^ed or dyed, twelve per cent. Nitric 
acid, salt, parchment, polished marble, seal- 
ing wax, sewing thread, umbrellas and 
parasols, wax candles. '. To which are to be 
added, merceries, under which are induded 
in the tarif, bobbins, battledores and balls, 
bellows, clock and watch dials, chapkts, 
coffee and pepper mills, dominosj^drums. 
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dic^ fans, lanterns, leather purses, maska, 
mirrors, necklaces of peaj'ls, and of false 
atones, pearls and false stones, playthings 
for children, pouches, portfolios^ rackets, 
sheaths for swords, &c spoons, spy glasses* 
sewing needles, small boxes, tobacco pipes 
of all sorts, tobacco boxes, except of gold 
or silver, trunks, whistles, works of wood, 
as boxes, writing desks. The articles oa 
which is laid a duty of 15 per cent, are 
basket works, buttons, combs, glass, hats 
of hair felt or wool, leather, white porce- 
lain, shoes, boots or slippers, woollen goods 
^f every sort, not exceeding fi>ur francs for 
seven decin^etres. If the wpoUen goods 
are worth from four to six francs for seven 
decimetres, the duty is 12 per cwit : if 
worth from six to nine iraocs, the duty is 
7 per cpnt. j iCpbove that value the diri.y is 
4 per cent. 

It wpuld appear &om this tarif, . that the 
BelgisMiB think they can maJiuiaatiire enough 
of thp cf^rser cpttonand woollen goods for 
themselves, and did not wish to admit such 
from abroad. As to colonial goods, a duty 
oa coffee of one franc is imposed on 50 
kilogtajjunes ; on raw sugar, the duty is ., 
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just one half that on coffee, of 50 centimes 
for 50 kilpgrammes, i. e. five-pence for about 
134 lbs', troy weight On refined sugar, 
whether in loaves, candied, or in powder, 
die duty Ib 20 francs for the same quantity, 
or forty times as much as for raw sugar. 
Of course a monopoly is secured to. the 
Bel^c sugar-baker. Molasses pay 10 per 
cent Tea pays 10 per cent Codiineal 
pays five francs for fifty kilogrammes. Rum 
pays seven fi'ancs for 100 litres, which is 
just tit' what beer pays. Tobacco in leaf 
pays five francs for fifly kilogrammes, not 
id. per lb. and if imported by Belgic or 
Dutch ships, only three francs. Tobacco 
of Porto Rico pays ten firancs for fifly kilo- 
grammes; that ofBr^il pays fifteen francs. 
Tobacco cut, or in segars, or in snuff, pays 
twenty-five francs for fifly kilogrammes, or 
about lid. in the pound, troy weight. 

I shall now take leave of the subject of 
commercial regulations, and in my next , 
proceed on with the account of my ■ 
journey. 

I am, ■ ' 
My dear Sir, 

&C. &c. 
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LETTER IX, . ■ ... 

My dear Sir, 
Being desirous of seeing the country by 
Bergen-op-Zoom, and along that coast, 
we took three places in the Diligence which 
goes by that route. The expence for each 
' was 221 francs, or about 18«. 9d. The 
hour of departure was four in the morning. 
Of the other three passengers, for there 
were none outside, one was an English- 
man going on commercial business into 
Holland, another was a Swiss officer who 
had made the campaign in Russia under 
Napoleon, and was returning from Antwerp 
to join his regiment at Bergen-op-Zoom, 
the third was a native of Rotterdam, who 
spoke both French and English so as to be 
understood, but neither with ease. The 
carillons of the cathedral announced the 
quarter, and then the half-quarter. The 
horses were put to, and just as the carillons 
agun. announced the hour of four in the 
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morning, the coach set forward. Having 
passed through the gates, and over the 
drawbridge, we looked with admiration on 
the tremendous foss and walls. The-road 
for the first stage was paved. The country 
was flat on each side, but well cultivated, 
and we passed some country seats and 
grounds beautifully adorned. At the end 
of an hour and a half we were stopped to 
allow time to feed the horses, for we could 
get no others till we arrived at Bergen-op- 
Zoom. We took this opportunity to break- 
fast. It is a route no gentleman should 
attempt in his owti carriage, as post horses 
can scarcely be had. If he must come 
this way, he had better send on his coach 
by the route of Breda, and himself take the 
public conveyance; 

Afier tJie first stage the roads M^ere very 
had. The wheels sunk four or six inches 
in the mud. The rains, had fallen heavily, 
and many fields were overflown, and about 
some heaps of hay the water stood half a 
foot deep. Streams of water ran across .the 
road. In some places the little covered 
channel, which was to carry it under the 
road, was broken open, aiad we had to wait 
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while it was repaired. Conducteur and 
postilion were very active, and we got <m 
better than could have been expected. As 
we proceeded, the road did not improve, 
and the horses were often half up the leg 
in w^er. We at last got to the frontier of 
Holland. A guard-house was by the road, 
and the soldiers demanded to see our pass- 
ports. ' We entered Dutch Brabant, and 
with the recollection of past history, rather 
than a consideration of present circum- 
stances in our minds, we felt as if we had 
passed from a land of slav^ to that of free- ' 
dom, like our own dear native land, the 
praises of which were then upon our lips. 

We had not gone far before we came 
to a wide extensive moor, the view of 
which presented sterility and desolation to 
the eye. We were obliged to turn aside 
from the high road, and proceed by bye 
roads, usually employed for bringing home 
the turf, which is pared off lor firing. A 
few sheep here find a miserable existence. 

After some miles we at last came to 
Bergen-op-Zoom. This fortress, so re- 
nowned for strength, makes no appearance 
to the eye at a distance. We passed the 
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outworks, crossed the drawbridge over the 
vast outer ditch, and through the gate of 
the outer wall; the ditch was dry, but water 
could easily be let in. We crossed' by a 
drawbridge the vast inner ditch, and en- 
tered the gate into the city. A strong 
guard was posted there, but no passports 
were demanded. We. were now in Hol- 
land, and except at Amsterdam, such 
things are not in use. We had barely time 
to view the place where our brave country- 
men entered. We admired the valour that 
could have ' overcome such obstacles, and 
we felt as Britons ought to- feel, when we 
recollected their subsequent disasters, and 
bad to lament that such valour was unfor- 
tunately thrown away. Bergen-op-Zoom 
is, in the collection of the revenue for 
patents or Ifcences, reckoned a town of the 
sixth rank. It is said not to contain above 
five or six thousand people. The streets 
are narrow, and the houses mean and closely 
built. The Dutch gentleman told us, it 
was nine hours or twenty-seven miles dis- ' 
tant from Antwerp. - It cannot be quite so 
much. We arrived about nine in the 
morning. < 
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On leaving the town, we found a well- 
cultivated country, though it was not very- 
fertile. We soon got to the little town of 
Steenbergen, which is fortified by two 
ditches and two walls, like Bergen-op-Zoom. 
It was useful in former times to preserve 
the possession.of the neighbouring country. 
It had a small garrison in it On leaving 
Steenbergen we approached to a small 
river, and had an opportunity of observing 
the manner in which it was embanked. 
There was a strong dyke of turf, but all 
covered with long grass and grown toge- 
ther, at some distance from the river. 
There was another dyke close to it. If 
the water should rise so as to burst or run 
over the first dyke, the second dyke kept it 
from overspreading the whole country, and 
the space between the dykes afforded the 
water abundance of. room to run along. 
The bridge was a large barge with a plat- 
form at each end, to enable carriages 
to drive on and off, without inconve- 
nience. We did not get out of the coach. 
The . boatmen pulled us across, and we 
drove on to another river a little farther 
on. I was told it was larger than the first, 
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but I did not see it. I had dropped asleep, 
and so very smooth and easy was the pas* 
sage, that we were nearly a mile past be- 
fore I awoke. The country improved as 
we proceeded, and the green meadows 
with the ditcfces, the pollard willow trees, 
and the herds of cattle, exhibited the 
characteristics of Holland. We soon got 
to the little town of Willerastat, which 
is fortified with out-work^ a single wall 
and ditch. There was a guard of invalids 
who looked at iis, but demanded no pass- 
port. 

As we drove along the narrow streets, 
we observed the fronts of the houses in 
some places stuck with cannon balls, thrown 
in during a siege by the French under 
Dumourier. The inhabitants are proud 
to preserve them as monuments of their 
glory. 

We had now to leave the coach and 
embark in a boat to cross a wide arm" of 
the sea, called the Holland's Diep. ' It 
usually occupies an hour, and should the 
Weather be bad, is very unpleasant. '-Hap- 
pily for us, the weather was delightful, 
the wind blew fair, and half an hour landed 
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itt in the Island of Voorn. At the little 
villstge where we stopped waiting for the 
coach, we had occasion to remark the 
.Dutch neatness and cleanliness, and the 
long curling twisted ear-rings, with the 
broad gilt plate under the caps of the wo- 
men. The roads through the island were 
miserable indeed; The land which lay 
below us on each side, bore very weighty 
crops, but was sadly flooded by the rains, 
and the farm-houses, which appeared cer- 
tainly substantial and commodious, were 
rendered difHcult of approach. A stork 
perched on the top of a house close by the 
road, near a nest placed for him by the 
farmer, looked on us with the confidence 
of habitual security and protection. 

We had again to drive on a floating 
bridge, and be carried across to the Island 
of Ysselmond. The country had very rich 
crops. We saw before us the tower of 
the Groot Kerk of Rotterdam, and just as 
it was become dark, we got to the opposite 
.bank of the river. A boat was ready to 
' carry us across, and the proprietor, with 
great honesty and exactness, had another 
. oOaeh ready to complete his contract, by 
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carrying us to the office in the middle of 
the town, f'or a guilder more the coach 
took us to the Boom Quay, and put us 
down at the Wellington Hotel. Being at 
the end of a fatiguing journey, I conclude 
with subscribing myself. 

My dear Sir, 

YourS} &C. &C. 
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LETTER X. 

My dear Sir, 
Our amiable poet Goldsmith, in his Tra- 
veller, has a few lines so descriptive of 
Holland, that I take the liberty here to 
transcribe them. They are lines which I 
know you admire. 

** To men of other minds my liuiey flies, 
Embosom'd in the deep where Holland lie*, 
Methinks her patient sons before me itand. 
Where the broad ocean leans against the land ; 
And sedulous to atop the coming tide, 
'Lift the tall rampire's artifidul pride; 
Onwards methinks, and diligently slow, 
The firm connected bulwark seems to go. 
Spreads its long arms against the watery roar, 
Scoops out an empire, and usurps the shore; 
While the pent ocean, rising o'er the pil^ 
Sees an amphibious world beneath him smile ; 
The slow canal, the yellow blossom'd vale, 
The willow-tufted bank, the ghding sail ; 
The crowded mart, the cultivated plain, 
A new creation rescu'd ft-om his reign. 
"nmB while around the wave-subjected soil 
Ixopds the native to repeated toil, 
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Industrious habits in each bosom reign, 
And industry b^ets a love of gain. 
Hence alt the good from opulence that springs, 
With all those ilia superfluous treasure brings, 
Are here display'd. There much lov'd wealth im- 
parts 
Convenience plen^, elegance, and arts." 

I decline transcribing the remuning lines 
upon Holland, in which the poet passes 
severe reflections on the Dutch, and de- 
scribes them as crafty and mean, and their 
country as a land of tyrants and a den of 
slaves. I saw nothing to justify so illiberal 
an opinion. 

The city of Rotterdam has been greatly 
admired, and it is one which, when visited, 
will not disappoint the expectations which 
have been raised. As we proceeded 
through the streets on our way to the hotel, 
we felt delighted on viewing the regularity 
. and grandeur of the houses, the splendour 
of the shops, the neatness of the streets, the 
crowds on the footpaths, the rows of trees, 
the broad canals, the forest of masts of 
large vessels, with the trees, lamps, and 
houses on the other side of the street be- 
yond the canal. The whole formed a scene 
which indicated it was no ordinary city, and 
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no ordinary people. It afforded us an ad- 
ditional pleasure, as a proof of the superior 
influence of our country, to find at the hotel, 
on speaking French, it was not understood, 
but that English answered exceedingly 
well. A good supper was served up to us 
in the English style, and good port was put 
on the table. We had a good English 
carpet under our feet, and the transition 
irom the naked boards of the Netherlands 
was felt a comfortable change. 

When I awoke next morning, and looked 
out at the windows on the broad expanse ' 
of the Maese which lay before me, I was 
delighted with the activity of trade which 
was going on. The tide was up, and the 
wind blew a fine fi:esh breeze. Three ves- 
sels were beating agfunst the wind, and by 
the help of the tide, were working down ; 
many small craft and boats were doing the 
same. A number of fine vessels also were 
lying at the side near the quay. On the 
opposite bank of the greenest of grass, 
stood a vast array of trees, not indeed very 
high, but extending as far as the eye could 
reach, and with the regularity of a regiment 
K 2 
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drami out in line. It was pleasing, though 
not picturesque. 

On taking a walk, with a view to find a 
guide, I soon discovered that this was no 
easy matter to accomplish. After ad- 
dressing more than twenty lads and men, 
both in French and English, no other 
answer could be obtained, than " Canna 
verstand. Mynheer " for though the mer- 
chants and people of good education speak 
English and French, the common people 
know only Dutch. There was no other 
resource than getting a guide from the 
hotel, and that is always an unpleasant 
thing, as the men who offer their services 
there, are generally idle, worthless cha- 
racters, whom nobody will employ ; besides 
they tell strangers a .number of lies, at 
which practice has rendered them adroit, 
and their main effort is to conduct their 
employers by as distant a road, and to as. 
few places as possible in the same walk, so 
as to lengthen out their own occupation. 
A boy found in the town generally answers 
best, as he is active, easily kept under com- 
mand, and possesses a flow of spirits and 
a readiness of communication, which fur- 
12 
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nishes amusement and information. We 
obtained for our guide an old man, a native 
of England, who had been settled at Rot- 
terdam for 35 years. 

When we went into the town, we ob- 
served almost every man, from the mer- 
chant who sends his ships to both Indies, 
to the poor boatman, in the doit boat * on 
the canal, wearing an orange cockade ; cler- 
gymen, physicians, and lawyers did the 
same, or had an orange ribbon at their but- 
ton-hole instead. We afterwards found the 
same thing universal throughout the whole 
country. Every man is staunch for the 
present government, and resolute to oppose 
the French. With good reason, therefore, 
the government entrusts the whole nation 
with arms, and has the Landstrum dis- 
ciplined in their use before or after Divine 
Service on Sundays. To have been seen 
without an orange badge a yeaf ago, would 
have exposed even a stranger to the risk of 
a severe personal chastisement from the 
mob, or a sound ducking in the canal. 

" The doit boat is so called from a doit or half 
farthing g^ven for crosBiDg the canal. 
K 3 
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It is not without good cause, that the 
Dutch entertain so decided a hatred against 
the French. They had called them in as 
brothers and allies, and experienced them 
to be the cruellest of enemies. The wealth 
of Holland depended on its foreign trade, 
and consequently on its connection with 
England. To this the continental system 
was directly opposed, and the Ruler of 
France perceived, that with his politics, the 
JDutch were of necessity irreconcileably at 
variance. For this reason he recalled his 
brother from being their King, because his 
humanity would never allow him to second 
his views. From that period, every thing 
was done to depress Holland. Her foreign 
trade was totally annihilated. Her manu- 
factures languished. The cannon, stores, 
&c were removed, so that when the Cos- 
b sacks appeared at the gates of Amsterdam, 
there was not a musket or an ounce of gun- 
powder in the town, to second the zeal of 
the people. The lands of the church were 
divided and sold. The Ainds in the Bank, 
from which, in addition id the lands, the 
church and the schools were supported, 
were also seized, and a deceitful promise 
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was held out, that the full annual revenue 
should be paid by the government. To 
weaken the power of the Church, and gain 
over the dissenters, who are very numerous 
in Holland, it was promised that their 
ministers should have salaries al^o. So 
they had for a while; but for the three 
years preceding the downfalof the French, 
not a stiver had been paid to ministers of 

. any description. They were therefore re- 
duced to beggary, and in a time of uni- 
versal distress became a burden on the 
people to which they were unaccustomed. 
THie following statement of the vessels, 

. exclusive of fishermen, which entered by 
the Brielle and Helvoetsluys, will shew to 
what extent the trade of Holland suffered 
by its connection with France:* 



In 1802, 
1803, 
1804, 


" ~ " 


1786 vessels. 
850 
693 ' 


1805, 


_ _ - 


679 


1806, 
1807, 
1808, 


- -' - 


381 

294 

65 


• Tableau de Rotterdam. 
K 4 



b, Google 



136 ' COKMEBCt. '^ ■„ 

Such was the •effect of the war, and of 
the continental system united. For the 
following ^ears, until 1818, the number 
was so extremely small, that no account 
was kept. Such was the happy change 
which took place on the expulsion of the 
French, that fi*om November 1813, to De^ 
cember 1814, the number was no less than 
1284. Experience has therefore taught the 
Dutch the superior advantage of connec- 
tion with England. 

At present, the English goods are 
brought into Holland in such . quantities, 
that the exchange is greatly in our favor. 
For a pound note we received at the rate of ^ 
11 guilders 17 stivers. The par is very 
nearly 1 1 guilders. An immense quantity 
of goods had been thrown in after the 
opening of the ports, sodiat they were sold 
cheaper in Amsterdam and Rotterdam than 
mey could have been purchased at Man- 
chester or Birmingham. The Dutch had 
gained immensely ^t the e^ense of our 
speculators. ,. . 

Whilst we were at Rxitterdam, there was 
lying there a steam-vessel, which had been 
on a voyage of experiment up the Rhine. 
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There was th.en no'prob^ility of her being 
established as a regular conveyance on that 
river. In the course of my joufney, I had 
the unpleasant proofs of there not being 
even sufficient encouragement for a good 
diligence. It was in contemplation, as I 
was told by the captain, to go between Rot- 
terdam and Antwerp, and it may probably 
answer. The saving a troublesome road 
on which they have to cross five rivers, 
will be to the public a decided advantage. 
The good King William, with that amiable 
desire which he ever shews to encourage 
whatever may be of public utility, went on 
board the steam-vessel at Rotterdam, and 
in her made a short cruise up and down 
the river. 

After walking about the streets admiring 
the immense canals, crowded with vessels 
and barks, curiosity led us to the Groot 
Kerk, the princip^ church in the town. 
We found the door-keeper who let us in. 
It was a lai^e edifice j but how mean and 
tasteless seemed tl^e bare, damp, white- 
washed walls, after being accustomed to 
■the marbles, the pictures, the altars, the 
rich monuments, and ornaments of the 
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diurches of Bel^uin. The mean and in- 
convenient old belches of plun unptunted 
deal, which filled up the body of the 
church, would not have a[^>eaTed to ad- 
vantage, to a stranger coming directly firom 
England or Scotland. It was a relief to 
the eye, to view a fine organ, the superb 
Mausolfflim of Admiral Kortenaar, the 
monuments of Admiral de Wit, and of 
<^er two naval heroes, Admirals de Liefile 
laid Brakel. 

We made some enquiry of the price of 
living at Rotterdam. The bread was nearly 
the same as in England. The flour is 
brought down the Rhine, and the bread is 
the whitest we had ever seen. Butchel^* 
meat was about Md. per lb: Beer nearly 
the same as in England. Vegetables were 
very cheap. A man servant had for wages 
.36 guilders a year, about 3L 5$. A day- 
< labourer in the fields has about 15d. a day. 
A journeyman c^enter has a guilder and 
a half, or about 32d. and is glad to get it, 
for often work is scarce. Other trades 
are much the same. 

I have no intention to lead you into a 
minute account of a city so well known, 
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and shall therefore conclude this letter 
with a few remarks on the Spiel-houses, 
an institution peculiar to the Dutch, and 
infinitely disgraceful to their character. 
Before leaving England, I read an account 
of them in the travels of Sir John Carr ; 
but so odious did they appear to me, that I 
could not help supposing the worthy Knight 
had been imposed on ; at least I enter- 
tained a hope that I should find he had ex- . 
aggerated. The truth, however, is still 
stronger than what he stated, The fact 
is too true, that in this country which 
professes to be civilized and free ; to be re- 
formed and Presbyterian, many beautiful 
helpless young women are confined as 
much as prisoners in Newgate, being never 
allowed to go out into the street, and are 
compelled to submit to the drudgeries of 
' prostitution, as much as if they were galley 
slaves at the oan They are thus retained 
until youth and beauty being gone, they 
can no longer yield a profit to their re- 
morseless keepers. They are then turned 
loose to the mercy of the world. Such are 
the establishments into which every even- 
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ing, but particularly of a Sunday, the Dutch 
take their wives and daughters for the pur- 
pose of amusement. 

Accompanied by an English gentleman, 
resident in Rotterdam, we went to see 
them. Several of these houses were in the 
same street. As we went along, we heard 
the sound of music and dancing. After 
passing a curtain at the door, as into a 
booth at a fair, we found a long room, 
which was brilliantly lighted up. Fotu* 
musicians were at the farther end. There 
were forms all along at each side, and 
people sitting. The unfortunate females, 
decked out in their finery, were walking in 
pairs, up and down the room, and some 
were dancing together, or with such of the 
visitors whose indiiference to character al- 
lowed them to join. No charge is made on 
coming in, but it is expected that each 
person will call for something to drink. A 
bottle of beer or a glass of punch, for which 
are demanded eight stivers, being double 
the usual price, is what is generally called* 
for. 
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Each of US of course did so, and gave the 
liquor to the unhappy women. They ac- 
cepted it with thankfulness, but manifested 
no inclination to drink much, for amongst 
their iniquities, drunkenness is not to be 
reckoned. 

The manner in which an unhappy girl is 
brought into this situation, is this. When 
she- is involved in debt, which is but too 
often the case, the keeper of a Spiel-honse 
comes to her, flatters her, and professes to 
wish to be her friend; he points out in 
alluring colours the comforts of his house, 
and agrees to advance her what money she 
requires. The poor thoughtless girl in the 
time of her distress consents, and signs an 
obligation to remain in his house, until the 
money shall be repaid. Her keeper sup- 
plies her with dress and other articles, of 
course at an exorbitant charge, and such a 
bill is run up, that there is no hope from 
the usual improvidence of unhappy women 
that it' will ever be discharged; unless, 
whpt sometimes, though very rarely occurs, 
any one becomes so fond of her, as to buy 
her off. Such iniquitous bargains are sup- 
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ported by law, and the police officers will 
bring back any woman who makes her 
escape. The poor wretches are never 
allowed to go out, and m the evening when 
ihey are dressed out in their fina*y, they 
are made to parade up and down the long 
room, and to dance for the benefit of their 
keepers. It is shocking to see men of re- 
spectable appearance bring their wives and 
daughters to view this scene of vice, but 
we were still more hurt at seeing young 
men bring in their sweet-hearts to such a 
place. 

Of these houses there are many at Rotter- 
dam and Amsterdam. They may have 
been permitted at first, fi-om a vain hope of 
diminishing the amount of vice. It would 
appear however, that if that was the case, 
the hope has completely been disappointed, 
for at Rotterdam the houses of iniquity of 
various descriptions are s6 numerous, that 
on asking our friend of Rotterdam, and 
our guide, and also the master' of th& 
iiotel, we uniformly were told th^y were 
five hundred in number. It was bur amaze- 
ment at the number, which made us dsk 
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three different times, and the answer was 
always the same. It is high time to leave 
such a place, and therefore I subscribe 
myself^ 

My dear Sir, 

&c. &c 



by Google 



C 1*4. ) 



LETTER XL 



My dear Sib, 
We have often remarked together, in read- 
ing the accounts given by voyagers and 
travellers, of barbarous tribes, that what- 
ever other inventions they might be totally 
ignorant of, they always found out the art 
of procuring intoxicating liquors. The 
Tartar procures it from his mare's milk, and 
the chiefs of the south sea islands effect the - 
same purpose, by mixing in the bowl, the 
chewed root of the kava. The English and 
Dutch have rivalled each other in the same 
destructive art, and as we were not above 
five miles from Schiedam, in which town 
and in Flushing almost all the Dutch dis- 
tilleries are established, we resolved to ^o 
and see it. It was a gratifying circum- 
stance, that one of our countrymen with ^ 
us, was minutely acquainted with the theory 
and practice of the art, ,' , i ^ 

The carriage went rapidly ^long Oven a;/( 
fine road, paved according to tjiecustopi^f, ^ 
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the country, with Dutch clinkers, or hard 
bricks. A deep canal lay along the side, 
the same that goes to Delft. Along the 
canal, at almost the distance of every stone's 
throw, was a windmill, either for grinding 
com, sawing wood, for preparing materials 
for some manufactory, or. for rabitig water 
up ibr the fields, or throwing it o£ 

The smoke of Schiedam announced its 
trade. There are in that little town two 
hundred and four distilleries. The Dutch 
have no secret in the business, and we were 
allowed to see the process. It in Skct con- 
sists in nothing more than in three simple 
distillations, and the scientific methods 
practised in England to improve the liquor, 
are here not in use. The grain from which 
it is obtained, is wheat brought down from 
Germany, which gives tui advantage in the 
materials above the English gin, which is 
made from barley and oats. The distil- 
leries are none of them large. At Schie- 
l^m, which' is a town of the fourth rank, 
a distiller who has not more than three 
ftills, pays for his patent or licence, 
fifi guilders; if he has from four to six 
itill^ hd pays 48 guilders; if be baa 
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above that number, his patent costs 
95 guilders. The coals made use of are 
chiefly those from the neighbouriiood ot 
Liege. The English coals are reckoned 
much better, and some of them are used 
to make the others bum more readily. 
They would be generally used, were it' not 
that the very heavy duty upon them almost 
amounts to a prohibition. Throughout Hol- 
land turf from their own turf-pits is the 
usual fuel. A hundred pieces, each about 
the size of a brick, cost at Amsterdam 
about a guilder. 

After seeing Schiedam, I took leave of 
our two countrymen, with regret that their 
intended route did not allow me any longer 
to enjoy the pleasure of their society. I 
stopped at a little village by the canal, for 
the treckschuyt from Rotterdam to Delft. 
One goes exactly every hour. The land- 
lady knew no Engll^ or French, but the 
language of signs, with 'the words Vrow, 
brood, beer, caas, igltux yon Oenevre, made 
her produce with g^ei^t good humoia- a 
comfortable repast fdi* a hungry stomal, 
and with her fingers she easily tnlibcflaed 
me how many stivexs i fii»d to pay. I 
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found in the ruif, or best cabin of the treck- 
sckayt) an Americui gentleman, who had 
been nine months in Holland. Like my^ 
self, he was in want of society, and in spite 
of the politics of Mr. Maddison and Lord 
Castlereagh, the community of language 
uid ideas made us feel, in the midst of 
Dutchmen,, that we were brothers from the 
same stock. I was happy in finding a com- 
panion to impart to me information, for the 
other six passengers, although {mirabile 
dietu !) two of them were women, sat in 
almost total silence the whole way to Delft. 

The company afterwards to the Hague 
WES nearly equally indisposed to talk. 

At Delft, it is necessary to get out and 
walk through the town, and porters are 
ever bi attendance, to carry the lu^^e to 
the treckschuyt for the Hague. A travel- 
ler most never leave his baggage, or the 
portqr will soon convey it out of the way. 
The town, to use the Dutch mode of com- 
putation, is fwnn twenty to twenty-five mi- 
nutes long,, and jrom ten to fifterai minutes 
bcoad. , It is of the fourth rank in estimat- 
ing tbf t»es. Our baggage hang secured 
?at the n^ifrest Iai|-t9 the Hague boat, I re^ 
L 2 
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turned with the American gendeman to 
view the town. It is extremely regular and 
neat, and the canals which run throu^ the 
princip^ streets, by means of sluices may 
be cleaned every day. It is celebrated for 
its potteries, its maison deforce^ its military 
school and arsenal, and the noble monu- 
ments in the churches. 

We were shewn the place where in 1584 
the brave and victorious patriot William L 
of Nassau, Frinca of Orange, and founder 
of the liberty of Holland, was assassinated 
by a monster employed by the cowardly 
aiid bloody Philip II. of Spain. The monu- 
ment of William in the great church is the 
noblest I have ever seen. I do not think 
there is any thing in the great Museum of 
national monuments at Paris which can be 
compared to it. Beneath the monument is 
the vault of the Family of Orange. Among 
the many figures of this interesting monur 
ment is that of a faithiul dog, which had 
once saved the life of his master, and which 
died of ^ief, having refiised to eat any 
thing after his death. In the same churoh 
are monuments to the memory of Grotius, 
whowasanativeof Delft* andofLewenhoek, 



byGoogle 



!w«2;^^72^^^ 



TBE HAGUE. 149 

names of which Holland may justly be 
proud. In the old church (called by the 
Dutch -Otu^ Kerk) we stopped to see the 
monument of Admiral Martin Tromp, at 
the foot of which is .represented in marble 
the last engagement he fought with the Eng- 
lish in 1653. He was killed in the -action 
which was fought on the Ist of August. 

We went on board the treckschuyt for 
the Hague, which was about an hour and a 
quarter's distance. A fine road runs along 
the side of the canal, and trees and wind- 
mills are as usual. 

The whole expence from Rotterdam to 
the Hague, including the carriage of lug- 
g^ej \Va8 about 2$. sterling. On entering 
the town we saw a party of the lower orderg 
of both sexes in their holiday clothes, sing- 
ing and making an entertainment in atreck- 
Bchuyt on the canal. About ten o'clock, in 
walking ' about the town, I heard another 
party engaged in a similar manner. 

Of the Hague you have heard so much, 
that there is little left for me to tell you. 
All the accounts the Dutch have given of 
it^ grandietir and magnificence might per- 
haps apptJar true to them, but will not ap- 
L 3 
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pear so to others. It 'is however a neat, 
handsome town, and kept remarkably cleEoi. 
The maid^aervants may be seen of a morti- 
ing, taking up buckets of water from the 
canals, and emptying them on the street 
and footpath, and scowering them with 
mops with all imaginable care. A welU 
dressed tradesman of the town offered him- 
self as a domestique (is place, and we 
Ascended the tower of the principal church, 
to view the town and surrounding country. 
At a distance of two miles are the sand 
hills, and the fishing town of Scheveling 
by the sea. Delft appears not far off. The 
Briell, Helvoetsluys, Munster, Rotterdam, 
Dort, Gouda, Woerden, Utrecht, Leyden, 
Haarlem arid Amsterdam are also pointed 
out. 

' A prospect iirbm a tower of a church in 
Holland is almost uniformly the same. The 
fcown and panals lie beneath your feet. 
Around the town are some gardens and 
walks, with canals, grass fields, willow-trees 
and cattle. The scene becomes fainter as 
it recedes, and afar off in the horizon are 
'the vast square towers of the churches of 
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the towns, of whicb the guide gives the 
names. 

On inquiring of my guide if the States 
General were sitting, he told me they were, 
and that I might go in and hear the de- 
bates. On procuring the Paris papers at a 
coffee-house in the evening, I learned the 
States had risen ten days before. I do not 
think my guide meant to deceive, but so 
little interest do the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment excite, that I verily believe the poor 
man knew nothing at all of the matter. 
When one considers of what materials their 
two houses are , constituted, one feels no 
wonder at all at this. Ardently as I always 
desire to read a debate of the British Par- 
liament, I think if I were to become an in- 
habitant of the Netherlands I should be like 
the rest. The Constitution and Govern- 
ment shall be the subject of the following 
letter, and that also shall embrace all the 
Netherland politics I mean to send you. 
Belbre closing this I shall state, that the 
regiment of Nassau, and a regiment of , 
Belgians, formed the garrison of the town. 
The amiable King William was then resid-* 
L 4 
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ing there, and preparations were, nuking^ 
by the people^ to demonstrate, on the re- 
turn of the Prince of Orange, the afifec- 
tionate attachment they Mt for both father 
and SOD. 

I am, 

&C. &c. &c. 
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LETTER XII. 

My dear Sir, 
Like every other good EDglishman, you 
are in the habit of talking politics, and so 
are your neighbours. In that you are cer- 
tainly right. It was a law of the Athenian 
legislator Solon, that whoever did not take 
a side in any civil discord, should be treated 
as a public enemy. He very wisely argued, 
that no man who loved his country as he 
ought, could be so indifferent to its interest, 
as not to form his judgment and express it. 
I am apt to have an unfavourable opinion 
of the heart of every man in our own 
country, who is perfectly indifierent and 
neutral, on all the great topics that a^tate 
the public mind. As in political conver-. 
sations, we usually make a comparison with 
foreign countries, and as the kingdom of 
the Netherlands is one of our own fostering, 
which professes to have a &ee constitution 
like our own, and as it is one with which 
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we have at present an intimate connection, 
some account of its government and system 
of finance may not be uninteresting. I 
wish I could set out with eulogising it, but 
I am sorry to say, I find but few grounds 
on which I could, with any propriety. So 
far at least it is satisfactory to know, that 
whatever defects exist in our own consti- 
tution^ it is nevertheless by far the best yet 
th^ Europe can shew. 

The royal prerogative in the Netherlands 
embraces the whole powers of the English 
crown. The King has the direction of 
forei^ afiaira ; names and recalls his am- 
bassadors and consuls ; he makes war and 
peace; concludes treaties; he coins money; 
confers titles of nobility ; disposes of all 
forces by sea and land, mid appoints and 
dismisses the officers. In addition to this 
the King possesses the supreme directicm of 
the finances; and r^ulates and filxes tbe 
salaries of the colleges and the functionaries. 
** The supreme direction of- the colonies 
and of the possessions of th«Jkingdom, in 
all other parts of the world, b^jcaigs exdu- 
aively to the King." 
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■ With all these unquestioned prerogatives, 
it is evident that the royal power in theory 
is much greater than with us, and it is so in 
fact. In discharging the duties of the 
kingly office, the advice of a council of 
state composed of twenty-four members is 
taken. 

In Britain the exercise of royal power, 
whatever it may be in theory, is liable to be 
controlled by the two houses of Parliament. 
It is the balance which is thus produced 
between one branch and anotJier of the 
government, and the constant check which 
one has upon another, which prevents it 
fr6m running into tyranny and abuse. In 
the Netherlands they have two houses also, 
but when one comes to examine the mate- 
rials of which they are composed, the 
mode of formation, and the powers as- 
signed to them, it is at once seen, that this 
pretended resemblance of the British con- 
stitution is barely a shadow, that it can pos- 
sess little influence on public opinion, and 
little or nb''Control over the Executive 
Governnyent' 
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To b^in with their first chamber, which 
is to perform the duties of our house of 
Lords. With us the peers are men for the 
most part of large and independent for- 
tunes, possessing their seats in the upper 
house, and their honors and privileges, on 
an equally sure foundation, and by the 
same law, by which the King himself h<>ld8 
bis sceptre and his throne. They thus 
possess by their wealth, as well as by their 
constitutional powers, an influence in the 
country, by which they are qualified ta> 
stand between the King and the people^ 
and have a control over both. They are to 
check all unlawful exertion of authority by 
the one, and the disorders and artarchy of 
the other. Let us now see how &r the first 
Chamber of the Netherlands is qualified to 
do this. They are not to be fewer in num- 
ber than forty, nor more Uian sixty. They 
have no hereditary right to their seats. 
They are' named by the King, indeed for 
life, but lest there should arise amongst 
them, any young man of enterprise and 
ambition, or whose character the Executive 
had not had time to comprehend, they 
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must be forty years of age before they can 
be appointed. It is evident then they are 
merely a council of state of royal selection. 
Now as to the personal independence of 
the members, and their natural influence 
and weight in the coxmtry, let the follow- 
ing article of the constitution speak for it- 
self ** The members of the First Chamber 
receive, for the whole indemnity of their 
travelling expences and their abode, the 
sum of 3000 guilders per annum." A 
House of Lords composed of from forty to 
sixty members, Aamed by the King, and of 
which each member stands in need of 
an annual salary of 270/. sterling, is not 
such a body of men, as could compel a 
magna charta from King John, or sway the 
nation to restore a second Charles to the 
throne. 

The Second Chamber, or House of 
Commons, consists of one hundred and 
ten members, being fifly-five from the 
Northern provinces, and an equal number 
from the Southern, according to the follow- 
ing list. 
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Brabant Septentrional - 
S. Brabant Meridional 


7 
8 


S. Limbourg - - - 
Gueldre - - - 


4 
6 


S. Liege - . - 
S. Flandre Orientale 


6 
10 


S. Flandre Occidentale - 


8 


S. Hainaut - - - 


•8 


Hollande - - - 


22 


Zealande - 


3 


S. Namur - - .- 


2 


S. Anvers - - - 


5 


. Utrecht 


S 


Frise - - - - 


5 


Overyssel - - - 

Groningue - 

Drenthe - - - 


4 
4 
1 


S. Luxembourg 


4 


MeiQbers 


110 



It will appear by the above list, that 
there are in fact nine Provincial States in the 
northern provinces, and the savas number 
in. the southern. I have prefixed an, S. to 
the southern or Belgic provinces. It will 
be seen by the list that Holland sends two- 
2 
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fifths of the members <^ the northern pro- 
vinces, or one-fifth of the whole kingdom. 
Drenthe, under the old Dutch Government ' 
paid one-hundredth part of the n^ional re- 
venue, but had no voice in the national 
representation. 

Such is the wealth and independence, 
or patriotism of these gentlemen, that they 
require to be paid their travelling expenc^ 
to the Hague or Brussels, where the States 
are alternately assembled, and a salary of 
2500 guilders paid monthly. That is, they 
are pensioners of 220/. per annum, and are 
paid about 18/. a month. It is hardly of 
much consequence to inquire in what man- 
ner they elect memb^s, who require 18/. 
paid every month, and what are the duties 
they are supposed to fulfil ; but as we have 
begun the subject, we may go through 
wiUi it. 

There is no public meeting of the pro- 
vinces, or of the great towns ; nothing to 
rouse and animate the people, and make 
them feel that the country is their own, 
that the (Tovemment is that of their choice^ 
over whieh they have a controul, and th<t 
the men th^ send to ParUaiaeDt, are the 
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men of their choice, whom the Executive 
dare not but but respect. 

Nothing of the kind is ever heard oC 
People must not think of politics on the 
Continent. The members are named by 
the States of the provinces, which we shall 
consider presently. I shall only mention 
the manner in which the members for the. 
cities and towns are chosen. There is then, 
in every great town, an Electoral college, 
the members of which, in case of vacancy 
by death, are not chosen by public meet- 
ings, and open poll, like the I<6ndon com- 
mon council, but the police officers go 
round from house to house, and collect the ' 
billets signed and sealed, and from these 
they profess to determine who is chosen. 
In the first instance the colleges are named 
by the King. The Electoral college is con- 
vened once in a year only, ,to n^me to the 
vacant places in the council of the town. 
The members of the provincial states are 
chosen by this college, or by the council. 
The* Provincial States choose the members 
to the Lower House of Parliament, and 
thus there are so many steps between the 
people and their supposed representative^ 
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tiiat it H not a matter of vast wonder, to 
find men otherwise intelligent, who when 
questioned on tfah subject oan tell nothing 
at all about the matter. 
: As to the duties of the Second Chamber, 
the propositions for a law must be com- 
hienoed (here, and not in the First 
Oiam^ar. In out 'House of Commons, 
the grand power and source of influence ia 
their conttol over the natiorial : revenue ; 
and ihe aecematy of havii^g i their anntial. 
consent to its piriodpal branches. The S&- 
oond Chamber of the Netherlands in this 
tespect is very limited in its duties. The 
'S^dget is divided into two parts, the Ordi- 
nary and ExtJ*aordihary. The first part of 
the Budget, and the taxes by which it is 
raised, having had the consent of the States- 
General, is not again submitted to their 
consideration for*ten years. Substantially, 
and in fact, the Crown is to enjoy a large 
and principal revenue, completely inde- 
pendent of the consent of the people. 
That is what our Second Charles so longed 
to obtain. By the theory of the Constitu- 
tioI^ the King -is to submit the Budget at 
the £Dd'(^ ten yeart^ and to obtain the 



by Google 



163 SSCOND CHAMBEB. 

consent of the States for the next ten' years 
to come. 

The second part of the Budget, for the 
extraordinary and unforeseen expenses q£ 
the State, and which refers chiefly to a Ume 
of war, iB fixed &>t only one year. The 
King lays before the Chambers an annual 
account of the expenditure of the public 
revenue. 

The members of the Second Chamlier 
are cliosen for three years, and one-third is 
renewed every year. That ktter provision 
is alone sufficient to destroy thdx inde* 
pendence, if they otherwise had any. The 
Crown can surely secure a imgority, in 
electing thirty-six members ev^ yeu*. If 
the 18/. a mooith be very convenioit, it will 
not be desirable to be thrown out. 

The members of the Second Chunber 
may be able and wcHthy men, ctqiable of 
giving the Government usefol local in- 
formation, and may be of service as a 
Colmdl to advise, but hardly deserve to be 
Cimsidered as a bramdi of th^ Oovemment, 
to rule or to controL 

lliere is one great source of influence 
which keeps the eyes of the whole nation 
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fixed On oiir House. 6f CcHtun^w^ I mean 
tk&it i«gulati(m of sJl did looal interests ia 
the country. In making a canal or s^ tum- 
pikd^Toad ; in: ^ building of a bridge or a 
harbour j' in die building of a ebutch op 
workhouse ; in new-modelling a vestry, or 
reforming the constitid-ioo of a parish t in 
inclosing a common, or in making im- 
provements in a town ^ aad in a thousand 
odier instaneef^ the pe<^le bav« to look 
to the House of Conuncms for the direo- 
tioit ami regulation of a comioitteej and for 
;tlie sanction o( the whole House to the bUl 
brought in. To this bill the oopMnt of idie 
-Lords is ' also miuired. The 00^^ aftd 
iaqxirtance this gives to the House* is very 
great Every man almost, and certiunly 
ereiy man of any property* has bis imme- 
diaite iutbrest under its contrc^ The mem- 
bers sent up from every part of theioouutiy, 
and of every profession and description* 
find occasion to exert th^ abilities* ajqd 
faving their "knowledge to accouot; ifnotiju 
the great theatoe of the whole House* yet 
ia tbese private committees* to their own 
Ikonor sad the advantage of the country. 
With'the whde of this, the fiMates-G^xena 
M 2 
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of the Netherlmds hare nothing to do« 
All business of that sort is transacted in 
the Provincial States. 

The Provincial States are for each of the 
{»t>vinces. The members are elected by 
the three orders of the State. 

The Nobles, or Corps Equeriret. 

TheCkies. : 

TheCoimtry districts. 

" The States are charged with the exe- 
cution of the laws TelatiTeto the protei^ion 
of religious worship ; with the execution of 
the laws relative to its exterior exercise; 
also those relative to public instruction ; to 
"the adsaitiistration of charitable institu- 
tions; to the encouragement of agricuU 
ture, of commerce, and manu&ctures." 
" The States are chu'ged with what belongs 
to the interior Economy of their province." 
They control ' the expendittira of the local 
administrations. " The Provincial States 
propose to the King, the undertaking or 
finishing of works and establishmmts, which 
they believe useful to the province." 
- In addition to the above very important 
duties, they have to elect members to tl^ 
States-Greneral ; and they have also to elect 
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a deputation, which ii charged with the 
daily administration and execntion of the 
laws. With these important and extensive 
functions, it is more than probable, that 
the Provincial States will be more looked 
up to by the people of the province, than 
the General States. At the same time, aa 
they have nothing to do in their deliber- 
ations with the general politics of thd 
kingdom, they are not so likely to become 
an c^ject of dread to any arbitrary minister; 
- The right of petition is one of the great- 
est importance in every free state. When 
properly exercised, its influence on the 
Executive and Legislative authority is most 
extensive. In the kingdom of the Nether- 
lands, as well as in France, it is very li- 
mited. It can only be exercised by an in- 
dividual, and that only in his own name, 
and not in the collective name of any body 
of people whatever. The influence of such 
solitary petitions on any matter of general 
policy,, can amount to almost nothing at 
aU.* 

* The withority for moM of the facta stated in thia 
letter, it the *< Lai Fvndtmenialt du Ra/aume ties Pai/^ 
Bus." 

H 3 
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The tsKH tae the object of tiu^ interest^ 
which comes home to every individtial. In 
the Netherl^ds, the revenue is raised from 
the land-tax ; from the excise ; fiom the 
eiatoms on the import and export of goods ; 
irom licenfses for shooting ; 6:0m the lot> 
tery ; from^ the post-ofiSce ; from stampBi 
&C. The ne^spftper^ have a stamp of 
three, and some of fire centimes. Chie 
hundred centimes make a franc, or: ten* 
pence. All play-bills and bills stuck u|> in 
the streets, must also be on stamped paper. 
There is a house and wii^dow tax paid b^r 
the landlord. The tax for windows is not 
according to their number^ or extent of 
sur&ce, but according: to th^)%nt, Hiis is 
a better plan than that whibh has taken 
place amotigst us. It do6s not lead the sub- 
jects to deface their houses, and to injure 
their health by excluding the light and air. 
It would be an infinite improvement, were 
bur government to raise the same money, 
as they do at present fivm the window-tax ; 
but so to lay it on> either according to rent 
or any other rule, as to leave to every 
man, without injuring himself, to make his 
house as light and airy as he pleased. "Hie 
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quantity of ^asa in the streets of a foreign 
town, strikes a Briton when he lands on 
the continent* and he is equally struck at 
the blank dead appear»:ice of the bouses on 
his return. 

The most remarkable tax in the Nether- 
lands, and with which happily we have not 
much to do, is that which falls directly oh 
the greatest part of die community, and is 
that on patents. It is of the nature of an 
inc<nne-tax, and a tax on licences, com- 
bined. By the ordonnance or law pub- 
hdied on this subject it is enacted, " No one 
sh^ be able to exercise any commerce, pro- 
fession, industry, or trade, without being 
furnished with a patent." If a man carry 
on two trades or branches of business, he 
must have two patents. From the oper- 
atim of this law of patents are exempted 
all persons who receive their salaries from 
the public revenues, as Ecclesiastics and 
Public Functionaries. Maiket gardeners, 
fishermen, and workmen in certain manu' 
&cturies, are also exempt. For the en- 
couragement of the arts, punters, sculp- 
tors, &c. are also exempt. So also so-e 
semal othras whom it is not necessary to 
M 4 
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mention. Hie amouDt of tax for a patent 
is fixed According to the supposed emola* 
ment of the diSerent trades, and of the in- 
dividuals exercising them; For several 
species of industry the tax is fixed and 
certain, so that an individual may know 
what he is bound by law to pay. Of this 
description are various sorts c^ manufac* 
turers, and persons employing mills moved 
by wind, by water, by steam, or by horses. 
Hawkers also have a fixed sum to pay for 
their patent. Merchants and sbopkeeperd 
of every description are required to makft^a 
return to the Government oflScers of' the 
annual amount of their sales, according to 
which retum'the t^x for their patent is to 
be fixed. The return is only for inform- 
ation. The Revenue officers are not bound 
to adhere to this return, but have a discre- 
tionary power toi assess the individnak as 
they shall see fit. " The Assessors {Repar- 
<tf^r<) shall nevertheless be authorized, 
and it shall even be their duty, in concert 
with the Controller, to carry a [KTson liaUe 
to the contribution to this or to that class, 
following <tliat which they ^all judge they: 
ought to do, according .to -'pubHc notoriety 
.'■ 3 
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dteir conscienoe, and knowledge acquired 
flf the nature andaitiount of thesale*." For 
thk purpose, they are required to take 
every mieans to inform themselves of the 
affairs of tlie individuals liable. Having 
mfule up their mind, as to what they shaQ 
call the amount which any one has sold; 
thetie is then, a fixed scale, frobi whick the 
duty oil his ; patent is to-be determined.* 
An^ongst the. requisite qualities which it is 
desirable, .that every tax should possess, Dr. 
Adam Smith has shewn, that it is of great 
importance it should be 6xed and certain, 
so that an individual mtiy know what he has 
)^ pay, and also that he is not oppressed 
by :.Uie partiality of the collectors. The 
taK on patents, is extremely liable to abuse 
onthathnd* 

. With regard to the greater part of prb- 
fe^aions and employments, the amount of 
the tax is equally uncertain, and places in- 
dividuals at the mercy of the officers of the 
revei^uc^ The people are allii^ianged into 
seven class^s^ according to ihe 'supposed 
amoubt j»f their gainb! For>s<»3e pi:ofts-f 

• Ord«nOancede PaMartfe,' Art. XV. (4. ' 
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sion^ and employments the daas is fixed, 
so that there is no unf^ dealing shewn. 
A banker is always in the first class. Some 
of the poorest trades are always in the 
seventh class. But with r^ard to moat of 
the professions and employments, there are 
two, three, or four classes, in any of whidi 
a man is to be put, according as the cc^ec- 
tors of revenue think fit. Thus a physician 
may be put in the third, fourth, or fifth 
class, and may have to pay at Amsterdam 
for bis patent, the income of twenty-£>ur 
visits to a pati^it, of for^-five visits, or of 
ninety visits, according as he is' required. 
A goldsmith may be put in the fourth, fifth, 
sixth, or seventh class. So with r^ard to 
many others. It is evident what an engine 
of oppression this may prove in the.hands 
of power. If a man speak out too freely, 
and expose an abuse of authority, without 
taking him before the police, fining him, 
or sending him to the MtU$on de Force, he 
may have a hint about his patoit, and the 
«bu8 he is likely to be put in. His own 
mind will ^ve the hint if the government 
(^cers neglect it. As the government 
officers also pay evay dergymaHf he may 
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also Vety easily get a hint> by delaying the 
payment of his salary a week or a fortnight 
He will comprehend in a moment what is 
intended^ without any explanation beiiig 
gLveaa. 

Cleriu and men employed hy others at 
an annuil salary, pay in proportion to th«r 
mrome, at a rate increasing as the salary 
ifacneases. 

Now 1^ us suppose a man >is dissatisfied, 
and wishes to appeal. When our income^ 
tax was in existence, it was the custom 
with us, for a man in that case to go b&i- 
fore the commissioners, who were gentle* 
vasn and f^ow-suli^ects, who paid like him- 
self, who, though som^imes a little too 
zealous in their loyalty, and sometimes a 
little impertinent, yet neverfiieless were 
serving without fee or reward, for what they 
thougl^ the good of their country. It is 
not before such men you are to go in the 
Netherlands ; nor in fact can you go before 
any one at all ; you must state your griev- 
ance in writing on stamped paper, and send 
it w«th Turious documents to the controller. 

This will not exempt a man meanwhile 
from payment of his tax. He must pay ' 



by Google 



173 UODE OF APPEAL. 

down the money — ^ but mark well ! he is 
to get his money bade again, if it should be 
found that too much had been laid upon 
him ! He is to get his money back dler 
parting with it ! Well, his reclamation b 
gone to the controller, the contFoll^ seAds 
to the assessors for their opinion on the 
business, i. e. to the men who laid on the 
tax complained of. Their opinion, which 
is the only evidence called for, and the 
reclamation, are sent to the director of the 
direct contributions for the province; and 
he is to send them to the governor, and the 
governor is to-send them to the deputies of 
the Provincial States*. What chance a man 
has of getting back his money from so 
many hands, you will judge for yoiurself. 
The best way seems to bej to put up with 
the loss at once. And who do you think 
brought up this ingenious scheme of appeal? 
It was that infamous tyrant of Europe, 
'whom all the kings and ministers, with all 
their armies collected, so nobly put down. 
It is a pity they should ever take a lesson 
irom him ; but some of his plans were so 

• Ordranance de Patent*^ Art. XXV. 
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cohvenient, aikl so sweet to men in power, 
that m&aj. .of his old servaots, now em- 
ployed on the other side of the water, in. 
those coontries where he ruled, seem loath 
to lay them aside. Hi^ily for us, he never 
established himself in ourasland, and I hope 
Englishmen will remember their own ri^ts, 
and their own constitution, and allow Aone 
amongst themselves to iinitate him. I 
flh^ maJoe one observation more on the tax 
on patents. It was usually much complained 
of our income-tax, that it madfr an exposmti 
of a man's affidrs, and so does the tax on 
patents. ' In a booksellear's :^op> at Ant- 
werp, I saw A printed book of the names 
of the hundred men, who paid the most fbr 
direct taxes in all the principal towns in 
Bel^um. They told me it was printed to 
gratify curiosity. If Uie public is made to 
know the names of the £rst hundred, the 
same list also tells, who is not in the first 
hundred. In fact, all delicacy about the 
matter is entirely at an end. 

Hie expenses of raising and equipping an 
army, uid providing those stores of which, 
the French had stripped the country ; also 
the expenses before and after the battle of 
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W^erloo, produced a considenble dcbt« 
which the Government do not wish to fonh 
A part of the regular n^ooal debt« but to 
pay off as soon as possible. With this 
view* the tax upon patekt^ throughout tbd 
whole kingdom, has been doubled ; some 
other taxes have been increased. In Hol- 
landf a tax is laid also on travellers in thtt 
ireciaehuyt on this acoHint. Ilie Belgians 
are not well contented on account of the 
rise of taxes, but the Dutch, whose trade 
fasB been restored, find themselves greatly 
ben^ted by the change c£ GkivemmenC 
In Holland it was required to lend a certain 
sum to the Government, for which interest 
was to be pud; <« to pay a fifth of the 
sum required in the form of an annual tax. 
Those who leaat Govemmeot had no icauee 
to r^ent, as the stock soon rose above par. 
The King of the Netherlands has taken 
a sure method of securing the militaiy to 
his interest. He has increased their pay : 
that of the officers is nearly doubled. He 
has no occasion to dread eatfA/aymg officers 
formerly under Ni^oletm, as the-principles 
€ji B^f-interestt which these gentlemen were 
supposed to learn in his qervice, will teadi 
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diem to adhere to the Sover^gn who pays 
them best. In general, the pay of the sol* 
diers is low on Uie continent. The pomp, 
the glitter, the parade of war, dazsle the 
eyes, and a man will go to sleep on the cold 
gromid, in the rain, and take his diance of 
losing his life, or limbs, for less money than 
he will go to deep at ease, under a shdter- 
ing roo^ in a safe and comfortable bed. In 
&ct no man is half so che^ as a soldier. 

It is usual in the play-bills, to announce 
thi^ military gentlemen, in their unifonni^ 
are admitted at half the usual price. The 
fttelings of the officers cannot be very jEtnc^ 
who will esteem it a compliment, to be held 
up to the public as genteel be^;gara, who 
cannot affi)rd to pay like other people. The 
military establishment of regular regim^ita, 
and of the militia, may be about dghty 
thousand. Many of the battalions are very 
incompl^e. Leave is givrai to the men to 
go home on furlough. I was told they g^ve 
ibr this permission twen^ guUders each, 
lliey have no pay durii^ the time they are 
absaat. l^^^ is a considerable national 
jealousy between the Flemings and Dutch, 
and it is not always safe to quarter the sol- 
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diets of the two conntrlea togiether. Som6- 
. thing of the same sort will sometimes shew 
itself in the G^ieral States, but this, it may 
be Hoped, is only temporary* and will soon 
dieawfl^. 

. The police in Holland and in Belgium is 
very strict There se^ms to be a consider- 
-flble security against thieves and robbers ; 
And. yet when one visits the Maisont de 
Forcci and sees the numbers < confined by 
sentence of the law, it is. difficult how' to 
■account for it, except that the culprits are 
kept there for a: number of ryears. I was 
admitted to see tii^ at Ghent. The outer 
court, where the houses of the officers were* 
was very airy and pleasant. . The inner court 
was divided into three parti* ; the correc- 
tional, the criminal, and tiiat zor the women. 
Those in the correctional quarter were sent 
for two or three months, and the keeper 
informed me, some as long as for two years. 
Those in the criminal quarter were sent in 
Xor more than two years, for five, eight* 
:ten, fifteen years, or for life. The women 
.were for various periods, and were not, aa 
the m»i, separated into different quuters. 
-They were all very hard at w;ork> weaving 
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and spinning. Such is the discipline kept 
up, that no conversation is allowed, except 
when in the yard. Even in the room where 
there might be two hundred women, not a 
word was spoken. In the whole house 
there might be about a thousand men and 
women. There is another Maison de force 
at Vilvorde, which is not far off. In the 
citadel at Antwerp, I saw several criminals 
walking in chains to work, and was told 
there were seven hundred altogether con- 
fined there. All that seems to say, there 
is still abundant room for farther improve- 
ment in morals. 

I should be sorry if it should be supposed 
from the above statement, that it was meant 
to charge the present rulers of the Nether- 
lands with tyranny, cruelty, or oppression. 
I do not believe any thing of the sort to 
exist. I do not believe, fiom what I have 
h^rd, that there are two better hearted 
men in Europe, or more humane and con- 
descending in their conduct, than the pre- 
sent King William, and his son the Here- 
ditary Prince of Orange. The amount of 
the taxes so vety objectionable in the mode 
of raising them, is not exorbitant. The 
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money also which the Kuig ^propriates 
to the civil list, is not above 220,000^. 
sterling. The heir apparent, the Prince 
of Orange, had only 9000/. per annum ; 
and since his marriage with the sister 
of the Russian Emperor has only 18,000/. 
A Queen Dowager is only to have 13,000/. 
These allowances do not seem extravagant* 
The administration seems, at present, to be 
labouring diligently to promote public 
prosperity; and I never heard fi*om our 
countrymen who had been years in the 
country, and who iirom misfortunes in trade 
were inclined to state the worst, of any 
cruel and oppressive exertion of arbitrary 
power. All that is very satisiactory for the 
meanwhile ; and it has been thought by 
many, that if kings and rulers were always 
to be wise and good men, and not liablie to 
human frailties, and to be seduced by 
power, an absolute government would really 
be the best. But men and circumstances 
are perpetually changing; and many un- 
happy causes, from the influence of wbidi 
humble (individuals are sheltered, tend to 
draw aside from rectitude, the friul mortals 
who are exalted to high authority. Without 
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a really free constitution, the people can have 
no security for the permanence of their pros- 
perity. A wise and energetic Catharine, may 
be succeeded by an insane Paul ; and who at 
this moment dare foretel what sort of go- 
vernment shall come after that of a kind 
and benevolent Alexander. Happy Is it 
for us, who enjoy the protection of a free 
coBstitution ; and long may the sound prin- 
ciples of freedom; animate evexy ^^tish 
bosbm^ to protect it 6x>m all enemies from 
without and from wkfiin. It is this aier^ 
saxd spirit of the people themselves, which 
is tiie real preservative of all that is great 
and good. Happy is it for our country, 
that we have a numerous body of opulent 
and independent men, who are the natural 
guaMiaus of the people's ri^ts, and whose 
intere^ leads them also firmly to oppose all 
measures which have a tendency to crente 
anarchy and confusion. 

I am, 
&c. &C. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Mt deab Sir, 

As the subject of patents or annual licences 
for all professions and trades, affords curious 
information respecting the state of society 
in tlie kingdom of the Netherlands, some 
&rther particulars, which from imwilling- 
ness tx> be too tedious in the last letter 
were omitted, may here find a place. 
All the towns and places of the kingdom 
are divided into seven ranks, according 
to the following Tarif, by which their 
supposed relative consequence may be 
seen. 
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To explain the above, let us suppose an 
agent for the sale of foreign goods imports 
ed, who in estimating his patent, is put in 
the first dass. If his business be conducted 
at Amsterdam, he will have to pay 275 
guilders* or fiorins; if at Antwerp, Brussels, 
Ghent, or Rotterdam, he will have to pay 
240 guilders ; if at Bruges, the Hague, 
Groningen, Liege or Utrecht, he will have 
to pay 190 guildera ; if at any of the towns 
of the fourth rank, he will have to pay 145 
guilders ; if of the fifth rank, 100 guilders ; 
if of the sixth, 60 guilders. At all other 
places not mentioned in any of the first 
six classes, he must pay 45 guilders. Let 
us suppose the case of a poor porter or 
carter, he is in the seventh or lowcist class, 
and pays for his patent, (which by the bye 
is cm damped paper,) besides the stomp, at 
Amsterdam, 5 guilders 10 stivers ; at An- 
twerp, &c 5 guilders; at Bruges, &c. 
4 guilders 10 stivers; at Mons, &c. 3 guil- 
ders 10 stivers ; at Alost, &c. 2 guilders 



* llie guilder or florin bdng about 21^ in valne, 
1 1 of them wS mike a pound sterling. To reduce 
guilders to pounds, divide by 11. 
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10 stivers; at Bergen-op-Zoom, &c. 1 guil- 
der 15 stivers ; at all other places, 1 guilder 
8 stivers, or about half a crown sterling. 

Manufactures, which are usufdly carried 
on on a small scale, and on which the pro- 
fits are not materially affected by local 
situation, have a certain sum laid on, and 
that sum is the same every where. Most 
manufacturers are put in a certain class, 
and pay the rate for that class, according to 
the town where they reside. Ijet us sup- 
pose a ship-builder or boat-builder : if he 
employ in any way in his business fifty men 
or women above fifteen years of age, he is 
put in the third class; if under fifty persons 
and above twenty-four, he is put in the 
fourdi class; if under twenty-five and above 
twelve, he is put in the fifth class; if under 
thirteen and above two, he is put in the 
sixth class ; if he employ less than three, 
or only himself, he is put in the seventh 
class. By looking at the tarif, it will be 
seen what his tax is to be in the different 
towns. They are not very particular about 
nge, and count the children if they please 
in estimating his patent. The same rule 
of ratimation is employed for most manu- 
N 4 
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facturers, who employ many people ; as 
.sail-makers, manufacturers of stockings, of 
cloth, of cotton goods, of guns, of umbrellas, 
of shoes, of hats, &c. 

A manufacturer of wooden shoes (aabots), 
so generally in use among the lower orders 
in Belgium and Holland, is classed by the 
same rule. I may here be permitted to 
remark the dieapness of this covering for 
the foot. I asked at different places the 
prices ; a pair may be had for half a franc, 
if very: neat {rimm teneatis)^ 9d. or lOd, 
They last two or three years. One may 
laugh at the idea, but I heartily wish they 
were in use in many parts of our country, 
as they are much adapted for rustic labour 
in wet weather. A Dutch boor puts on his 
great wooden shoes in winter, and stufi^ 
them with straw ; he can stand and work 
three or four hours in the marshes, and has 
his f%t warm and dry. Leather- would be 
to him a vast expense, and not do so 
well. 

The poor cobler is exempt from a patent; 
match-makers are also exempt; " o/^twweWes 
marchande exempt." I mention this to 
shew how minutely the law takes notice of 
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the difierent employments. A tailor or 
dress-maker is classed in the same manner 
as other manufacturers. " Tailleurs d'habtta 
pour komme ou pourfemmet etsoit homnie ou 
femme 3' classe, avec egard au nombre 
d'ouvriers." * 

An innkeeper, who has twenty-five 
chambers or upwards furnished, is put in 
the second class ; if he has from fifteen to 
twenty-four, in the third class ; if fi'om nine 
to fourteen, in the fourth class ; or if he 
has less than nine chambers, but has five 
servants, in the fourth ; if from six to 
eight, in the fifth ; or if less than six 
chambers, but if he has four servants, in the 
fifth class ; if from four to five, in the sixth ; 
or if less than four chambers, but if he has 
three servants, in the sixth class ; if below 
that number, in the s^entb. 

A manufacturer is not charged an extra 
patent for retailing goods of his own ma- 
nufacture ; but if he sells goods not made 



* Nomenclature Alphabetique de tous les metien, 8C9. 
relative aux droits de patentes. Par J, Froiid, chef de 
bureau a la direction de contributions directes de la Pro- 
vince de Limboiu^. 
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by himself, he must pay extra for those 
goods, aecordiBg to what is fixed on, as the 
annual amount of what he has sold. Thus, 
for instance, a watchmaker has his patent 
as such ; but if he sell any watches not 
made by himself, he pays for another 
patent 

Of the profusions which are carried on by 
individuals in their own person, the class is 
subject to great l^itude ; so that the favor 
or hatred of the officers may indulge or 
injure. 

A physician, in paying for his annual 
patent, may be classed by the Government 
officers, according to his supposed income, 
in the third, fourth, or fifth class. 

A surgeon, accoucheur, or apothecary, 
may be put in the third, fourth, or fifth, or 
as low as the sixth class. 

The " OJleier de SaiUe,^* who is employed 
by the police in caaes of sudden death to 
inject the- body, and who must also regu- 
larly visit and ascertain the state of health 
of unfortunate women, is classed • as any 
other surgeon. ' . 

An oculist is classed as other surgeons. 
A dentist is classed in the^same way. 
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Counsellors and barristers are exempt 
from tbe pa^t. 

Journalists are put in the third class. 

Attomies may be put in the thirdi 
fourth, or fifth class. 

An army agent is put in the third or 
fourth class. 

A brewer isput in the third class. 

A baker and butcher in the fourthi fifth) 
or sixth. 

A pastry cook in the fourth or fifth j if 
cook only, in the sixth. 

A candle-maker in the fourth, fifth, or 
sixth. 

A watchmaker in the fourth, fifth, or 
sixth. 

" Travaux Publies (entrepreneur de) rCeft 
point au Tarifpeut etre placB au moim fl ki 
seconde classe.'** 

" Voitureg pubiiques par terre et par enu 
(en^epreneur de) tCest point au Tariff doU 
appartenir au moim a la a^cqnde clas^e." 

I quote these, to shew the discretitmary 
power of the officei^ of Government 

The keepers of billiard-rooms are put ip 
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the fourth class. Masters and mistresses 
of boarding-schools are put in the fifth <h! 
* sixth class. In the sixth class also are put 
green-grocers, keepers of bathing-houses, 
perruquiers, land-measurers, architects, and 
dancing-masteni. 

Teachers of every descriptiotr, except of 
dmicing, are favored in their patents, and 
pay only as persons of the seventh or lowest 
class. Flayers are put also in the lowest 
class. We find in the Tarif of the same 
class comprehended all the poor trades, 
barbers, embroiderers, porters, public criers, 
makers of wooden clocks, dealers in old 
clothes, boatmen, conductors of stage 
coaches, musicians, measurers of cloth, sel- 
lers of beer by retail, " Bouchers de veattx 
nouveaux nes!" Also smokers of herrings, 
joume3rmen tradesmen, not included in the 
list given in by their employers. 

The post-masters are exempted, but in 
that quality only. By a decree published 
at the Hague, I observed the vehicles con- 
veying the letters were also to pay no tolls, 
unless they carry more than one pas- 
senger. 

Clerks employed in offices, and others 
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with fixed salaries, pay for their patent as 
follows : 

Appointm^its of 300 guilders (about 

^l.) and under, 1 guilder 10 stivers. 

Appointments of 300 to 600 — 3 guild. 

600 to 900—6 

900tol500 — 10 

lS00to2S00 —20 

2300to3500 — 35 

3500{about318/.)andupwards — SO 

For the lower salaries that is under one 
per cent, and is not IJ per cent, in any 
case. 

In calculating the patents charged on 
shopkeepers for the sale of goods, the Tarif 
is as follows : 

For 1000 guilders or under, the patent 
is 1 guilder 10 stivers. 

From 1000 guilders to 2000, 2 guilders 
10 stivers. 

From 2000 to 3000 — 4 guilders. 
3000 to SOOO — 7 
5000 to 8000 — 12 
8000 to 11,000 — 18 

11,000 to 15,000 27 

15,00& to 20,000 — 40 
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27,000 — 55 guilders. 
38,000 — 75 
50,000 — 100 
65,000 — 130 
85,000 — 170 
115,000 —225 
150,000 — 300 
150,000 and upwards — 340 
For the lower sales, allowing the shop- 
keepers to hare ten per cent, profit, his 
patent will subject him to an income- 
tax of about Ij per cent For those who 
sell to a larger amount per annum, allowing 
ten- per cent, to be gained, the patent 
amounts to about 2J per cent. The shop- 
keeper is bound to keep an account, and 
make a return of the amoimt of his sales ; 
and in the kingdom of France, by a refine- 
ment upon Imperial finance, the shop- 
keeper must now have his accompt-books 
made up on stamped paper, and he dares 
not use any other. All handbills, cards of 
address, &c. must be on stamped paper in 
France. If foreign financiers do not draw 
as much money from the pockets of the* 
people as is done with us, it is evident it 
1 
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is not for want of diligence and attention 
to their business. If more money be taken 
Jrom us in England, it is done with at 
least some more regard to our feelings 
in the mode of levying it. 

I am. 
My dear Sir, 
Yours, &C. 
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My deab Sir, 
Resting long in one place being no part 
of the business of a traveller, I accordingly 
took my departure in the treckschuyt for 
Leyden. I found four of our coiintrymen 
fellow passengers in the ruif- Travelling 
in this way is very pleasant There is no 
fatigue whatever, and little cost, being not 
above three halipence a mile. Society sut 
ficient to amuse by observing them, or to 
furnish useful information, may generally 
be found, and there is abundant leisure and 
convenience to take notes. The canal ex- 
hibited the usual appearance of willow trees 
and windmills by the side, to pump the 
water from the fields as from a leaky ship, 
and grass land, cattle, and goats. The 
crops of hay were very abundant.. The 
time passed away pleasantly, and we soon 
got to Leyden, which being the seat of a 
famous university^ I resolved to stop at it. 
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It is elegantly built, and foil of most 
lieautifol canals, with rows of trees by the 
side. Some of the streets where there are 
no canals are very 6ne. Of the usual cu- 
riosities, the embalmed patriotic pigeons, 
employed to give intelligence to the Prince 
, of Orange during the siege by the Spaniards; 
of the shop-board of John of Leyden ; of 
the great common sewer, into which boats 
are sent to clean it out ; and of tlie manu- 
factures ; you require from me no inform- 
ation. Your curiosity, like my own, points 
to the university, formerly so celebrated as 
a seat of learning. 

The building itself is very humble, and 
t>y no me&ns indicates a public institution, 
excepting in one part, which externally has 
the appearance of a churdi. In fact the 
lecture rooms are so bad, that the professors 
receive the students at their own houses. 

It is satisfactory to learn, that it is in- 
tended by the present Government to 
build a new university, and I was gratified 
in seeing some little progress made, in the 
ground being partly cleared away for the 
purpose. The number of students at pre- 
sent may be about three hundred. Of thes^ 
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eighty study medicine ; one hundred study 
philosophy and languages ; and the rest di- 
vinity and the law. The students lodge in 
the town, and are imder very little restric- 
tion from the professors, so that their ovn 
good sense, the influence of their parents, 
and the real or supposed necessity of bdng 
qualified, before obt^ning a degree, are the 
principal stimuli for regular attendance and 
study. Of the philosophical students, the 
greater part enter alwut fourteen years of 
age, and continue five years, before they 
are qualified to take the lowest degree^ 
whidi is that of Candidate. The other de- 
gree is that of Doctor. The students wear 
no academic dress ; but the professors wear 
gowns when teat^ing. 
■ Twenty years ago, it was usual in Hol- 
land not to ent^r the university till a more 
advanced age. The same was the case also 
in ScotluuL It is perhaps the pressure of 
the times which has induced parents and 
^lardians to send youths as early as possible, 
that Uiey may complete their education, and 
be able to shifl for themselves. The system 
of education is intended to fill every active 
department of society with well educated 
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joiith. £a England, it is not usual to go to 
the university tili a more, advuiced age, 
and to remain till twenty-three, twenty-four, 
or twei^-five. At that age it is too late to 
enter into the army, or into mercantile pur-* 
suits ; or commence the peculiar education 
of a lawyer, or medical man. The English 
wiiTersities' are therefore best calculated for 
m^i of ibitune, or for men intended for 
tlw- church. 

At Leyden are four professors of theo- 
I(^ ; four of law ; four of medicine ; four 
of philosophy ; and five of languages ; mak- 
ing aUogethra" twenty-one. The salary of a 
professor, independent of house, and fees 
fi'om his pupils, is aiboUt 2800 guilders, or 
about 255li per uinum. As the highest 
church living at Amsterdam ia^lOO^lders, 
of course the university is likely to be sup- 
pHedwitli the first talents in the country. 
It is very distinctly shewn by Dr. Adam 
Smith, in his Wealth of Nations, that in 
countries where the church livings are not 
vety luuative, the universities are cbnti' 
Dually drawmg the best talents from the 
diuvcii; whereas in countries where the 
(^orch livings are very valuable, the church, 
o 2 
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is constantly drawing off the men of the 
first talents from the universities. At 
Utrecht and Groning^i, the s^ary is 2200 
guilders, or ahout 200/. a year. Making al- 
lowance for the value of money, the ^point- 
ments are sufficiently ample. The. fee for 
attending the lectures given three times a 
week is 30 guilders ; for those given twice 
a week, 20 guilders ; for those once a week, 
10 guilders. It is the same in every branch 
of study. The session in all the Dutch 
' colleges commences in September, and 
terminates about the end of June. There 
are ten days holidays at Christmas, and ten 
at Easter. 

The people of the town of Leyden are 
civil and well disposed, and whatever vice 
may secretly and unknown exist, it dares 
not, as in Rotterdam, openly shew its face. 
The expense of living is reckoned moderate. 
The place is as much adapted for study as 
can well be conceived. 

The great name of Boerhaave attracted 
in his time an immense concourse of stu- 
dents to Leyden, and there are still some 
who come from Britain. The professors of 
medicine, at present enjoy a high reputation 
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for their lectures, but the diflficulty of pro- 
curing subjects for dissection is a great loss 
to the students of anatomy, and gives to 
the medical school of Amsterdam a decided 
advantage. There is a hospital, capable 
of accommodating three hundred patientsi 
maintained chiefly by voluntary subscrip- 
tion. The Clinical lectures are highly 
spoken of. Latin is the language employed 
by the professors. I went to see the Bota- 
nic Garden. It was quite full of plants, 
hot-houses, &a It appeared to be in very 
good order, and many plants were shewn 
me, which I was taught to believe were 
very rare and valuable. . The ground is 
too small, and I was pleased to see prepar- 
ations making for enlarging it. The appa^ 
ratus for experiments in natural philosophy 
is very deficient. 

From the early a^ at which the students 
attend the university, great eminence can- 
not be expected. Enough of learning may 
however be acquired, to enable a man who 
is inclined, to make progress by his own 
exertions. The exaininations for degrees 
are sufficiently strict, to excite fear of being 
rejected, and of cmirse endeavours are 
o 3 
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made to prepare. Public notice ia stn^ 
up of the examinations, and any one is at 
liberty to put questions. The professors, 
for their own credit, must not pass any one 
notoriously deficient, and some were re- 
jected last June, In general, however, 
mercy predominates, and it is good policy 
not to be too severe. It might injure the 
good name of the university, if too many 
were found not to be qualified. The fee 
for the degree of candidate in Languages, 
Philosophy, or Theology, is 30 guilders j 
and for Doctor, 60 guilders more. For be- 
coming candidate in I^w or Medicine, the 
fee is 50 guilders ; for Doctor, 100 guilders 
more. 

Great complaints are made by our coun- 
trymen, who have had occasion to call in me^ 
dical aid, of the ignorance of the continental 
practitioners. I can readily believe they 
are far from being equal to those of Eng- 
land, as the encouragement which they re- 
ceive is greatly inferior. The Grovernment 
in the Netherlands and in France had done 
its duty in establishing medical schools 
Mid professorships, in many of the gre^ 
towns, and has also appointed commis- 
2 
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sioners to examine the candidates, before 
they are permitted to practise as physicians^ 
surgeons, or accoucheurs ; or to compound 
or vend medicines as apothecaries. These 
latter gentlemen strictly adhere to the ori- 
ginal purpose of their profession, and do 
not, as with us, intrude into the duties of 
all the branches of the profession united. 
Notwithstanding this care of the Govem- 
meaits to procure skilful medicd aid to the 
subjects, whilst so little is given by the 
patients, it is not to be expected that men 
of equally distinguished talents will em- 
brace the profession, as with us, or that 
they will deem their Aiture chuice of emo> 
lument, sufficient inducement to undergo 
the long, expensive, and laborious educar 
tion deemed necessaiy in .England. At 
Amsterdam, the physician who comes in 
his carriage to visit a patient, receives as 
his fee only one guilder, about 2Hd. ster- 
ling. It is- nevertheless reckoned a lucra- 
tive profession. A surgeon who comes in 
hisone-horse chMse receives about half the 
sum. At BjFussels, a physician's fee is 
a two-franc piece, oi 20d In France, the 
fees are not higher. In thesiAall country 
o 4 
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towns, physicians are not usually establish- 
ed, and surgeons and apothecaries have the 
whole business to themselves. At Maes- 
tricht, a town containing eighteen thou- 
sand inhabitants, and which appears an 
elegant, active, and opulent place, the fee of 
a surgeon, as I was informed by a profes- 
sional man there, to- whose civilities in 
general I feel much indebted, is oi)ly 60 
centimes, or about sixpence. There was 
no physician in the toi\n ; if there had, his 
fee would have been a franc There were 
six surgeons in the town, and eighteen 
apothecaries, but several of the latter had 
next to no business at all. It is clear, 
after making every allowance for the dif- 
ference of the value of money, that a medi- 
cal man, to support his rank at all, must 
labour harder, and see more patients than 
in England, and consequently must have 
less time to study their cases, and to obtain 
professional improvement. And although 
rents are low, and the expenses of an equi- 
page even at Amsterdam not a third of 
that at London, it is evident a physician 
cannot aflbrd to make the same appearfmce 
as iq England. 
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The situation of a professorship at a 
Royal Medical School is deemed an object 
of ambition ; and in Holland, when in an 
extremely dangerous case a rich family call 
in a professor, his fee is 5 or/6 guilders. 
In the Netherlands also, a professor expects 
a higher fee than another person. In 
many of the medical schools the professor's 
salary is not large, but the fees of his pupils 
yield him a good income. When an apo- 
thecary passes his examination before the 
Royal Commission> he is charged 600 
francs, or about 251. The, expense is on 
the whole an adv^itage to him, as it pre- 
vents many from setting up in opposition. 

As it is not likely I shall have any better 
opportunity, I shall conclude this letter, 
with what farther information I have to 
give of the education in Holland generally. 
* In every village of any importance there 
is established, under the protection of Go- 
vernment, a primary school. According 
to the emolument, they require a master 
who has passed before the Commission, for 
the first, second, third, or fourth degree of 
qualification. There is a school-house with 
a garden, an4 & small aalary aflbided the 
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master ; and there is a fixed scale of fees 
for the different branches taught, that af- 
fords him his principal income. In some 
villages the master is encouraged to keep 
boarders, by a premium given him for every 
one he obtains. As boarders are only to 
be had by his fame as an able teacher, the 
inhabitants are re-imbursed by the benefits 
received by their own children, and by the 
money necessarily spent among them. The 
primary schools in Holland are in general 
excellent. They are spoken of in terms of 
very high approbation, in the report made 
to the French Government, by command 
of the Ex-emperor, by the inspector M. Cu- 
vier. The masters must be of the esta- 
blished Church. 

There are also occasionally schools set 
up by private individuals on their own ac- 
count. In all the towns are establishments 
for instruction in the learned languages! 
The youth must be taught these before 
going to the Universities, or to the Athe- 
nsea. There are also schools for, every 
l>randi of commercial education. 

In the mercantile towns it is .usual to 
have the children instructed in what are 
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Called in Holland the four languages, which 
are the Dutch, English, French, and Ger- 
man. I have seen cards in which an ad- 
dress was given in all these four. In the 
treckschuyt from Leyden to Haarlem, I 
travelled with an Amsterdam gentleman 
and his family, whose little daughter, about 
eight, and little boy, about seven, under- 
stood English and French tolerably well, 
and returned answers in either of these lan- 
guages. They were taught them at school, 
and kept in practice by their father and 
mother at home. I was informed by an 
English clergyman at Amsterdam, that 
there were about fifty natives of England^ 
in the town, teaching the language. The , 
usual price of a lesson was a guilder. The 
lower ord^s in Holland, except some sai* 
lors, can return a stranger no other answer 
except " Kanna verstand Mynheer;^ but 
all children of respectable parents are 
taught either French or English, and gene- 
rally both. Perh^s in the sea-port towns 
English is more prevalent, and French in 
the others. 

For the more complete difiiision of know-* 
ledge, and for the sake of those to whom. 
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on account of the distance or expense, it 
may be inconvenient to attend the univer- 
sities of Leyden, Utrecht, and Gronlngen, 
there are established institutions, in which 
substantially the same instructions are 
given. These are calljed Atheneea. They 
. are situated as follow : 

For Gelderland at Harderwyck. 

Holland - - Amsterdam. 

Zealand - - Middlebourg. 

Vriesland - - Franeker. 

Overyssel - - Deventer. 

Braband - - Breda, 
At these seminaries of learning the pro- 
fessorships are less lucrative than at the 
universities, and of course eminent talent 
is likely to be drawn off. They have not 
the privilege of conferring degrees, and 
therefore the students who have been edu- 
cated there, must go one year to finish at 
the universities, beibre obtaining the neces- 
sary and requisite degree before entering 
the church, or practising in the higher de- 
partments of law and medicine. 

The minimum salary of a professor at 
one of the Athenasa, is fixed by Govern- 
ment at 1600 guilders. It is evident that 
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abundant provision is made for the instruc- 
tion of the people. In general, the lower 
orders can read and write; and in the supe- 
rior classes, good information will generally 
be found. 

At Dort is a military school for officers 
of the army, and at Helvoetsluis a naval 
school. These are supported by Govern- 
ment. At Amsterdam there is also a naval 
school, maintained by private contributions, 
The boys are taught every branch of edu- 
cation useful for sailors ; they are brought 
up hardily, and sleep in hammocks sus- 
pended from the roof of the room. 
I am, 
&C. &c 
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My DEAR Sib, 

When we hear people speak of the Dutch^ 
it is generally to represent them as a dull, 
heavy, insipid people, solely occupied with 
tlie idea of gaining money, and incapable 
of social enjoyments. The picture is 
greatly overcharged in general. The Dutch 
are obliged to employ much of their timet 
in business. They smoke, and think a 
great deal, and have little time during the 
day for any thing else. However, a man is 
born substantially the same in Holland, as 
in other countries; and when the hours of 
business are over, he enters into amusement 
with as keen a relish. 

Winter, when the canals are frozen over, 
and skaiting and sledge-racing go on, is the 
time to see a Dutch carnival. But even in 
summer, every great town has its annual 
kermess, as well as in Belgium. At all 
times, the great ^id never-failing amuse- 
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ments of every age and country, eating, 
drinking, and the intercourse of society, go 
<m in Holland. The Dutch enjoy a public 
promenade and looking at one another, as 
well as other people. If the wetness of 
most of the provinces prevent hunting, 
there is plenty of fishing on the canals and 
lakes, and shooting of snipes and ducks. 
In some of the towns there are many 
houses, where they may sit in their 
drawing-room, and angle at their pleasure. 
Almost every house in all the towns, has 
got two mirrors fixed outside at the win- 
dows, where the people who sit in the 
inside, may see every thing going on in the 
streets. Their theatres are well supported. 
The pipe and bottle, either in the little 
summer-house, where they look at the 
, canal, or by the fire in winter, is a per- 
petual and never-failing amusement. Cards, 
dice, draughts, chess, backgaipmon, are all 
in use. Riding into the country on horse- 
baick, or in a chaise, and sailing in a boat, 
afibrd healthful amusement. In the sub- 
urbs on Sundays and holidays, are tea- 
gardens, with the entertainments of music, 
dancing, swinging, skittles, and smoking.^ 
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There are abundance of coffee-houses, well 
attended of an evening, whece they read 
the newspapers, smoke, drink beer, gin, 
rum, or wine, as suits every man's taste or 
circumstances. Billiards are very com- 
mon in the coffee-houses. Not unfre- 
quently there are musical performers who 
sing and play for such a trifle as the indi- 
viduals choose to give to a handsome 
woman who goes round to collect. Tlie 
music and dancing of the Spiel-houses are 
much resorted to, and the Musico's of a 
Sunday evening. Many of these amuse- 
ments will not suit every man's taste, either 
in Holland or elsewhere, and some of them, 
in a moral point of view, are objectionable. 
I state them neither to praise nor to con- 
demn, but only to shew, that Dutchmen 
can contrive recreation for themselves, and 
do indulge themselves in it, as well as' 
nations that are thought to be more gay. 

At Leyden and such inland towns, where 
a considerable number of people reside not 
engaged in business, may be seen much of 
what the severest ought to approve of, as 
real innocent enjoyment. There was one 
amusement I saw there, which we have not 
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got in England, which affords a most 
agreeable grtitle exercise, and is particu- 
larly adapted for a cold moist climate* 
which oflen denies enjoyments out of 
doors. It is called Kolverif and I shall here 
describe it, as I saw it performed at a place 
of public entertainment, about a mile and a 
half without the Haarlem gate of Leydan, 
neu* to the country-house where the great 
Boerhaave used to reside. 

There was a large room about seventy 
feet long, and upwards of twenty broad. 
A walk along the side was partitioned off 
with bou'ds rising three fe^ high, and the 
rest of the room was laid with a whitish 
elay« and sand made very hard and smooth. 
About nine feet from each end of the room, 
in the exact middle, was a small pillar, the 
lower part of which was of brass. Thwe 
were two stuffed balls, rather hard, of the 
size of twelve pound cannon balls, and clubs, 
the lower parts of which were brass. Two 
people play- The first commences at one 
Old of the room, wid drives his ball to- 
wards the pillar, at the otiber ; the second 
play^, comtn^icing at the same place, does 
the same to his ball. He of the two, whose 
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ball has rolled nearest the pillar, has now 
the first blow. They strike their balls 
^temately, and the object is to make the 
ball first roll against one pillar^ and then 
they drive it to the other end of the room, 
to try to make it strike the other pillar. 
He whose ball first does so, gains the first 
notch. The principle and mode of playing 
bears a resemblance to the Scotch game of 
Golf The exercise is gentle, and the game 
seems easy, but it requires considerable 
dexterity. The landlord charges nothing 
for the room, as the parties usually play for 
a bottle of wine, and it affords great enter- 
tainment to the lookers on, who will also 
be doing something for the good of the 
hous& 

The popular amusements of a certain 
other countiy, in fighting and tormenting 
various animals, and fighting in pitched 
battles amongst themselves, are not prac- 
tised by the mob in Holland. The old 
amusement of mick-er^seei or fighting with 
knives, is got completely out of use. The 
police are so strict, it is no longer practi- 
cable as an amusement The Dutch boors, 
when provoked, will, in their passion, use 
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their knives. The English mode of the 
lower orders settling their disputes by box- 
ing is much better, as very rarely any seri- 
ous mischief is done, and both parties get 
generally well punished, as they richly de- 
serva The Dutch lower orders are a 
boorish, rough set, but they are fond of 
money, and a stranger may easily command 
any service he pleases. 

Rough sensual amusements are of course 
their delight, but I do not know that they 
are much worse than the lower orders else- 
where. But it is time to leave this subject. 
Mid to go on with matters of more import- 
ance. 

*' Sed tamen amoto quseramus seria ludo." 

At Leyden we see that body of water, 
for which the learned of that city and of 
Utrecht, preserve the classic appellation of 
the Rhine. It formerly lost itself in the 
sand at Gatwyck, a little below Leyden, and 
filtrating through the soil, made a marsh of 
the surrounding lands. It was therefore 
resolved to make a proper channel or canal 
for this river, and to construct such sluices 
as would prevent the tide when it rose,,irom 
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forcing the water of the sea and river back 
upon the country. These every traveller 
ought to go to see. The canal is twenty 
feet broad, and the water passes through a 
triple row of sluices. That which is next 
the sea is made very solid, to resist the fury 
of the waves. It slopes at an angle of 40°, 
and the billows break against it. At high 
tide the sea keeps the sluice shut, but when 
the flood has gone out^ the weight of the 
water of the river throws the sluice open, 
and it rushes out into the sea. The plan 
has fiilly answered every expectation. 

I felt truly sorry on leaving Leyden, as I 
had found the people with whom I had 
occasion to mix, so very agreeable. 

Betwixt that town and Haarlem, the 
canal runs through a fine grass country as 
before. It is a long distance, and the 
trecksdiuyt, having stopped about half way 
for a few minutes, I inquired the cause, 
and found it was for the master to go into 
the public house, and get fresh fuel in the 
fire-pan for the pipes. Not to have a con- 
venience for lighting pipes and segars, 
■would be an unpardonable offence. In most 
tobacconists' shops, (and almost every sixth 
8 
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house has written up " tobac en muf te 
hoop") there is a fire-pan on the shop 
counter, and matches ready to be used. It 
is so in all coffee houses, and public houses 
of every sort. Often enough you meet 
with the fire-pan on the table in private 
houses, and the lower orders still put the 
spitting dish on the table also. On calling 
on a dergyman at Amsterdam, a native of 
our pwn country, at about one o'clock, I 
found he had been smoking ever since 
breakfast In Rome, they say, you must 
do as the people of Kome do. I know you 
will object to this in all matters of con- 
science, but in trivial matters you will not 
Ibrbid it. Smoking is indeed no trivial 
matter in Holland, and to gain the good 
opinion of my Dutch friends, I smoked 
■egars as much as I could. I verily believe 
there is good reason for the print, in which 
a young Dutchman is exhibited in bed on 
his marriage ni^t, his bride by. his side, 
his large pipe in his mouth with the lid 
fastened on, and the glass of Geneva on the 
shelf ready at hand. 

The great boast of Haarlem is the invra- 

tion of printing, which they claim on be- 

p 3 
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half of their townsman Laurens Coster, 
about 1430. His statue is seen in the 
great square near the principal church. It 
rivals that of Erasmus at Rotterdam. I 
was much gratified in viewing the memo^ 
rial of a man, whose invention is the great- ' 
est that ever blessed mankind. 

The celebrated organ is in the great 
church, and most strangers are anxious to 
hear it. I should have liked it very well, 
but as the Dutchman demanded 10 guil- 
ders for playing, I suddenly embraced the 
musicid creed of our learned and worthy 
Xx>rd Chancellor, and preserved my money. 
I was fortified in this act of prudence, by 
knowing that I should have an opportunity 
of hearing, in the new church of Amster- 
dam, the organ there, which though of 
later erection, and therefore of less ex- 
tended &me, is larger in size, and by many 
reckoned to be everj' way superior. 

When about to enter the treckschuyt, 
the boatman made me at last comprehend 
by signs, that the whole ruif was taken. It 
was by an English gentleman and his wife. 
I had accordingly to go into the great cabin, 
where were about thirty people. There 
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was smoking enough} but not overmuch 
conversation. It was a fortunate circum- 
stance for me, as my person became known 
to several, who afterwards in Amsterdam, 
more than once, when they saw I had lost 
my way, or was in want of a guide, &c. 
spoke to me, and did what was in their 
power to assist me. Half way to Amster- 
dam, we left the treckschuyt to walk to 
another, across the narrow isthmus that 
separates the sea of Haarlem from the gulf 
of Y. The waves were running high like 
the ocean. As wk approached the gre^ 
capital of Holland, the wind-mills near it 
seemed innumerable. I desired the portar 
to take my portmanteau to the " Wapen 
van Amsterdam^*" but he and two others 
assured me it was quite full, for they bad 
been there but an hour before, and no 

• " Wapen van Amsterdam" signifies arms of Amster- 
d&m. This is one instance of many, in which the 
Dutch nearly resembles the English. I could almost 
always know what was sold in a shop, by the words over 
the door. Persons who desire information on this lub- 
ject, I beg to refer to Sewel's Key to the Dutch Lan- 
guage, edited and improved by Mr. Low, one of the 
ministers of the Scotch church of Amsterdam. 

p 4 
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chamber, WBB to be had. I insisted on his 
going to it> and found as I expected I 

'should, his ass^ion was only a ruse de 

.gu&re, to talte me to aij hotel, which priv 

_ bably rewarded auch services. 

InthehAtel, Ifound many of our country- 

' men. Most pfthenl.iit'ei^ Inen of business. 
The' immense foT«at of masts in the har- 
bour, the number of barges moving about 

' on the canalfi, the hundreds of windmills in 
■every directicm at work on the walls and in 
ihe suburbs, demonstrated, in spite of the 
complaints you heard, that business was 
going on. I shall here conclude this letter 
and my next shall be devoted to the im- 
portant subject of £cclesiastieal polity, and 
religious sects in Holland. 

I am, 

&c. &c. ' 
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My DEAR 3jR»-., ■'■ " ■ 

The af&irs of reli^n »e of all others th'fc 
most important, inasmuch as eternity far 
transcends the little interests of short and 
fleeting time. 

Holland, having long enjoyed a free to- 
leration. Mid having, through commerce, 
connection with all the world, most sects 
of religion have been founded there. 
"Hie Presbyterian diurch was alone sup- 
ported by Governmrait. It still retains the 
old pari^ (lurches, and the exclusive pri- 
vil^e of having bells, and its ministers re-^ 
Ceive from Government a larger s^ary than 
those of any other sect. Laymen enjoy 
equal privilegies whatever sect they belong 
to. 

The first Sunday I was in Amsterdam, I 
went, in the afternoon, to the new church, 
to see the manner of worship amongst 
the Dutch, and to hear the great organ. 
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Through the error of the guide, I was a 
little too late, and the worship had begun. 
The minister was got to the sermon. He 
was a young man of a very respectable ap- 
pearance; he wore no gown, but he had 
bands, and a piece of black silk fastened 
to' his hair behind, which hung down his 
back. His delivery was extempore, and he 
was warm and animated in his manner. At 
the end of every division he made a short 
pause, which gave the people time to move 
a little in their seata, and adjust themselves 
to listen attentively to the next. The ser- 
mon lasted about an hour. Towards the 
conclusion the preacher was vehement. The 
people sat with their hats on, but not- 
withstanding the maxim of doing as they 
do at Rome, I felt a reluctance to comply, 
and did not It is still the custom to speak 
extempore, but short notes are usually laid 
within the Bible. 

After the sermon, the minister read from 
a printed book, the prayers for baptism, and 
a minister below performed the ceremony. 
Meanwhile the.elders went round to collect 
money. He then uttered an extempore 
: prayer, at which the pet^le took off their 
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hats, and then read the psalm or hymn. 
Presently the loud organ opened its tre- 
mendous voice. It bellowed louder than 
thunder, through the vast churdi. It seemed 
to me like nothing earthly, but to be the 
voice of the trumpet of the great archangel 
which should call the dead to rise. 

The service of the two sacraments of the 
Lord's Supper and Baptism, are the only 
fixed Liturgy in the Dutch church. It was 

. made with a view to preserve orthodoxy cff 
sentiment on these two important points. 
Every clergyman may compose and read 
his ordinary prayers, if he please, and it is 
not unusual. One of the ministers of tht 
Scotch Kirk at Amsterdam does so. 

The Dutch church is upon a respectable 
footing, though not very opulent Every 
clergyman I saw was well dressed, and ap- 
peared well fed. It was not so along the 
Rhine and in France. In the remote vil- 

' lages where little rank need be kept up, 
and every thing is very cheap, the clergy- 
man has a house, garden, and frequently a 
glebe, with 600 or 700 guilders annual sa- 
lary. In the towns, axx»rding to the ex- 
pence of living, a higher Salary is given, 
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and 2400 guilders is the first living iit 
Amsterdam. The clergy formerly had 
lands, and funds in the Bank. These the 
universal plunderers, the French, took from 
them. They are now paid by Government. 
This gives an immense influence to the 
King, which is stilt further increased by his 
having the whole patronage, or presentation 
to every living throughout the country. 
In the appointment, the recommendation 
of the principal parishioners is chiefly con- 
sidered, and whilst there is a King, who* 
like the present, does all in his power to 
make the people feel satisfied, it will com. 
^ue to be so. The established clergy are 
about 1600 in number. 

The Scotch churches in Holland, which 
hold exactly the same tenets, and have the 
same Presbyterian form of worship and 
government, are incorporated with the 
Dutch. The ministers are paid by the 
'King, and they sit in the same Ecclesiasti- 
cal Courts. Few now remain, the long 
war having stopped the supply from Scot- 
land to keep them up. The congregations 
at Leyden, at Dort, and at the Hague, are 
broken up. There is one at Amsterdam 
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which has two ministers*. There is one at 
Rotterdam, and a second congregation, 
which being zealously Anti-Calvinistic, is 
not connected with the church of Holland. 
The congregations at Flushing and at Mid- 
dleburg have a minister between them. He 
is a Dutchman, and officiates in his mother 
tongue. The Scotch minister died in the 
time of the war, and another could not be 
got over. The people are kept together by 
national feelings, and by the psalmody of 
their dear native luid. 

There is an English episcopal church at 
Rotterdam, and another at the Hague. 
They are not supported' by the King of 
Holland. 

The expense of maintaining the build- 
ings of the churches is now thrown upon 
the congregations. It is on that account 
that a collection is made after the sermon. 

The Calvinistic doctrines of predestin- 
ation, election, free-grace, &c. are laid 



* It is usually called bythe Dutch the English churcti. 
Oq the continent, all persons Irom the British Islands 
ere called English, without exceptitm, both by the na- 
tives and by tbesuselves. 
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down in the creed signed by the minivers 
on receiving orders in the church. These 
tenets are still rigidly maintained by a great 
many ministers ; and none dare -openly 
and directly oppose them. Their very 
zejdous advocates would attack, with deter- 
mined energy, an open adversary, in their 
presbyteries, in their provincial synods, or 
in the great national ecclesiastical assembly 
at its meeting at Dort. The letter of the 
creed would render it a troublesome matter 
to withstand them. The clergymen, there- 
fore, who disbelieve these tenets, wean the 
people from them, by omitting to teach 
them, and preach instead practical moral 
duties. The moderate parti/, as such would 
be called in Scotland, is reckoned to be the 
majority. The University of Utrecht is 
supposed to favor that mode of thinking. 
Leyden supports the ancient form of or- 
thodoxy. 

The Israelites enjoy the full privileges of 
citizens. In Amsterdam are several Jewish 
synagogues, and the forms of worship of 
most sects of Christianity. There is at pre- 
sent no Greek church, but there is one of 
the Armenian nation, supported by rich 
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merchants of that country. When I was at 
Amsterdam, there was no minister, one 
having lately died, but another was soon 
expected to arrive. 

In the treiM;ment of Dissenters, who are 
very numerous in Holland, the present 
Grovernment adopts the wise policy, begun, 
but not persevered in, by the French. All 
the clergy receive more or less salary. 
With all due deference to those who differ, 
I beg leave to offer my judgment, that this 
is a much more effectual way of managing 
them, as well as more equitable, than that 
adopted in a neighbouring Protestant State, 
which has had recourse to penalties and 
disqualifications. 

The Catholic churches are in general 
very small, but are between three and four 
hundred in number. Independently of 
other reasons, it is necessary on account of 
Belgium to attach their clergy to the pre- 
sent family, mid a salary is the pleasantest 
method. In return, they display their 
loyalty, and observe the public days ap- 
pointed on extraordinary occasions for reli- 
gion. Many of the Catholics are Janae- 
nists. 



by Google 



AiufmuNS. 



James Arminius was a native of Onde- 
water, and was appointed to the theolo^ 
gical dtiair of Leyden, 1603. From lihn 
arose the Arminians, or Remonstrants, 
whose tenets are in opposition to those of 
Calvin. They were favored by Bameveldt, 
and those in opposition to the E^dtholder. 
The parties were accordingly political as 
well as theological, and regarded each other 
with mutual fiiry. In the National Synod, 
held at Dort, which was opened Novem- 
b^ 13th, 1618, and closed May 9th, 1619, 
the tenets of Arminius were condemned 
and proscribecL The Stadtholder, from 
political motives, supported the decrees of 
the Synod, banishing or imprisoning the 
more obstinate of the antagonists. Bame- 
veldt was put to death, May 12th, 1619, and 
the learned Hugo Grotius was sent a pri- 
soner to Loevesteen, from whence he es- 
caped by the stratagem of an affectionate 
wife. 

Persecution did not annihilate these re- 
ligious opinions. The Remonstrants are 
less numerous now than formerly ; as m 
most places religious worship may be at- 
tended without hearing any diing of the 
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tenets of Calvin, and it is no longer neces- 
sary to form separate communions. There 
ai'tt itiU from forty to fifty ministers of this 
sect.. 

The Latherans, who adopt doctrines and 
church government not much unlike that 
of the Caiurch of England, have from fifty 
to sixty preachers. 

The French Protestant churches are not 
incorporated with the Dutch, although 
Presbyterian. They are about thirty, and 
form a Synod of their own. 

The present Anabaptists differ exceed- 
ingly from the followers of John of Leyden. 
Tliey are called Mennonists, from Menno 
Simons, their founder. One of the leading 
features of his doctrines, was an abhorrence 
of war, and of all display of earthly gran- 
deur. They baptise persons only who are 
come of age, but they do not adopt the cold 
and uncomfortable plan of plunging the 
whole body in water, like their brethren in 
England ; but reckon sprinkling quite su& 
ficient. There are some communities who 
do so, but not many. Many opulent men 
belong to this sect. Their congr^ations 
are about a hundred. Their ministers do 
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not follow secular employments, as is not 
unusual with their brethren in England. 

The Universities are equally open to all 
sects. They may educate their clergy 
where they please, and take their own 
method of ascertaining their theological 
and moral qualifications, and of conferring 
Holy Orders. 

With so many churches, and so many to 
teach religion and good morals, one has a 
right to expect that the Dutch should be 
distinguished as a singularly virtuous peo- 
ple. With the exception of the great sea- 
port towns, there is a tolerable external 
decency, and a suppression of all public 
vice, but I do not know that in general they 
■are belter than others. The dissoluteness 
of Rotterdam and Amsterdam is very great. 
Besides frequenting the improper places I 
have in a former letter spoken of, it is usual 
after dinner of a Sunday, to go out to the 
suburbs. Music and dancing, smoking and 
drinking, go on the whole afternoon. MMiy 
of the shops are open, and if not the shut- 
ters, at least the doors ; and if business be 
not done, it is more for want of buyers than 
of sellers. Late in the evening are opened 
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in the towns public rooms for mnsic, 
dancing, and refreshments. Of these the 
most celebrated is the Rondeel, at Amster- 
dam. It is a large room, pretty well lighted 
Hp, with a court-yard behind, planted with 
trees, and lighted with lamps. About a 
shilling a head admission money is paid 
at the door. Respectable men and their 
families attend, and do not seem to feel 
any repugnance in joining in the dance 
with females whose society might be sup- 
posed no acquisition. It is no stain either 
on a man's morals or piety to be present 

Such things are not exactly what we 
would expect from Calvinists and Presbyte- 
rians. If our first James had had such 
subjects in England and Scotland, his book 
of Sunday sports would have been received 
as a kind, praise-worthy production. The ■ 
Dutch see no harm in these things, and 
therefore their practice does not imply, as 
it would with us, an absence of moral 
principle. I shall leave them in your 
hands, who are better able to judge them. 

" I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke, 
" But here I am to speak what I do know." 

« 2 
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In dismissing this subject, it is but justice 
to say of Holland, that there is no country 
excepting out own, in which are so many 
charitable institutions, so great exertions to 
relieve every species of distress, and where 
it seems to be so much the earnest wish of 
all classes of society, to promote universal 
happiness and comfort. 
I am. 

My dear Sir, 

&c. &C. 
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My deae Sir, 

I BELIEVE there was little which I saw at 
Amsterdam, with which you are not al- 
ready pretty well acquainted. I shall not 
therefore enter into any description, but go 
forward to Utrecht 

The canal to that city is reckoned the 
pleasantest in Holland. There were three 
ruifs in the treckscku^tf beside the common 
cabin. Two of the ruifs were taken by pri- 
vate parties, which I had no occasion to 
regret, as I found the society in the other 
sufficiently agreeable. There were three 
ladies, one of whom spoke French very 
well ; a gentleman, who was a harmless, 
good-natured man, and smoked segars the 
whole way, and another, a gentleman of 
Nimeguen who was very polite and intelli- 
gent, and had travelled in different parts of 
the globe. We met several treckschuyts by 
the way, gome with goods, but most with - 
Q 3 
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passengers. Facing the canal are built the 
elegant country houses of the Dutch mer- 
chants, with the neat gardens, and not un- 
frequently a little summer-house close by 
the side of the water. These summer- 
houses are very common near every town ; 
and every one has some inscription, signi- 
fying, " My Delight," " Country Delight," 
" Pleasant Prospect," " Just in the Coun- 
" try," or some other appropriate idea. To- 
wards evening in the summer, the Dutch 
gentlemen sit down there to their pipe and 
bottle, and they politely exchange salut- 
ations with the passengers going past, by 
moving their hats. 

About nine or t«i miles from Amster- 
dam, we stopped to renew the fire-pans for 
the pipes, and most of the passengers went 
to get refreshments. Bread,' butter, and 
cheese were all the house afforded, or the 
passengers seemed to demand. With these 
it was necessary to be satisfied till we got 
to Nieuwersluis. We soon arrived at that 
village. It is fortified as a defence to the 
approach to Amsterdam, and by means of 
sluices, water might be let in, which would 
annoy an invader. For ourselves, pur ra- 
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pacity extended no farther than to get what 
we were willing honestly to pay for. We 
obtained beef, bread, salt and plates, with 
wine and cherries, which we took on board, 
and contrived to make a comfortable re- 
past. 

It was almost dark when we got to 
Utrecht. For a considerable way, the 
houses approaching close to the side of the 
canal, and leaving only a narrow foot-pathj 
it is necessiu-y to dismiss the horse, and an - 
old woman takes his place. We met a 
bargewith merchandize coming away,drawn 
Jay two old women, and soon after another 
drawn by an old man and a woman together, 
which we pointed out to the ladies, as a 
singularly excellent emblem of matrimony. 
I endeavoured to shew the impropriety of 
subjecting the female sex to such drudgery, 
but my fellow passengers seemed to think 
that there was no harm in allowing women 
to drag the barges, and carry luggage to 
the hotels if they chose it, and that it would 
be wrong to prevent them earning money 
in any way they liked themselves. 
^ -For the first time in Holland, I saw 
(14 
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the smallest natural elevation of ground, 
Utrecht is built on what we may perhaps 
here venture to call a hill. The canal is 
cut through and the sides are steep. 

I agreed to put up at the same hotel 
with the Nimeguen gentleman, and we had, 
after leaving the treckschuytt to traverse the 
whole length of the city, which was at least 
half an hour, and pass through the Stel- 
Bteger gate, and across the Rhine, which 
- there runs under the foot of the walls, to 
the Engel, which is their word , for angel. 
We found it a good house, mid the land- 
lord, his wife, and two of the servants, 
spoke French. 

I waited for supper, until my Nimeguen 
friend should come back from a visit into 
the city. At ten o'dock the poord-hlok 
was rung, and the gate was shut by the sol- 
diers. I was afraid he would not get back. 
It was however opened again to him on 
paying two-pence to the guard. 

The restless , impatience which I always 
feel on coming to a new town, urged me 
next morning from my bed at an early 
hour. I went into the town, and got to 
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the ancient cathedral. The view from the 
top is celebrated as the most extensive in 
Europe. 

The workmen were employed in repairs. 
The first of them I spoke to understood 
French, and immediately conducted me to 
the master of the tower, whose apartments 
are perhaps a curiosity, from their vast ele- 
vation in the air. He expressed his grati- 
tude to the man, by a bountiful morning 
draught of gin, and proceeded, after shew- 
ing his own apartments, to conduct me on 
high. The carillons seemed not inferior to 
those of the other towns in Holland uid 
Belgium. The labor and fatigue of climb- 
ing up is fully rewarded. The neat, gen- 
teel town, with its gardens, ramparts, and ' 
trees, the course of the Rhine, the grass 
lands on the one side, and the more diver-r 
sified corn lands on the other, form the 
nearer part of the picture. But aiar off are 
pointed out Aroersfort, the Zuyd^ Sea, 
Naerden, Amsterdam thirty miles off, the 
lake of Haarlem, Leyden, and Gouda. 
The course of the Leek, a main branch of 
tlie Rhine, may also be traced. Near the 
village of Zeist is to be seen the vast 
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mound raised by Marmont, as a monu^ 
ment to the glory of the French Eknperor. 
The present Government has not shewn 
the weak jealousy of having it removed. 
They have acted wisely. It reminds the 
Datch of a foreign domination, and they 
will become much altered from what they 
are at present, if such a recollection do not 
preserve in their breasts a resolution to 
oppose the renewal of a tyranny, which 
they found so fetal to their prosperity. 

An English gentleman had been up to 
the top of this tower, a few days before. 
Being almost dizzy from the elevation, and 
having a lively idea in his mind of the re- 
purs going on, he hurried down as fast as 
he could, lest it should fall, sagely remark- 
ing afterwards, that such an occurrence 
must take place one day, and he saw no 
reason why it might not be with such a 
sinner as himself. 

Like the other towns, Utrecht is divided 
in theological sentiments. For religious 
instruction to a population of 32,000, there 
ate seven established churches, one Men- 
nonist church, one Jewish synagogue, 
eleven Catholic churches, two of which are 
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Jansenist. The Catholic places of woir 
ship are, as usual in Holland, hut smallj 
as the income necessary for an unmarried 
clergyman may be raised hy few people. 

The University is situated near the Ca- 
thedral. The buildings are not such as to 
indicate any thing of the sort. The number 
of students is less than at Leyden. The 
system of education as prescribed by royal 
authority is the same. The annexed paper, 
which is a copy of that publicly placarded, 
will fully exhibit the whole that is to b^ 
taught the next session, and as the other 
Universities are under the same regulations, 
nearly the same studies are followed at theni 
also. You will see, that if the Prc^essoTS 
are at all qualified for what they under^ 
take, an abundant provision is made for 
affording most ample instruction in lanr 
guages, philosophy, divinity, law, and phy- 
sic There is an Hospital, and a small 
Botanic Gajrden. 

The walks on the ramparts, and outside 
of the town, are delightful. After being so 
loi}g on a dead flat, I felt the little el&- 
vati<m as if it had exalted ine to breathe 
" empyreal air." Were I to choose^a reai- 
1 
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dence in Holland, Leyden and Utrechft 
would be the candidates for &vor, and there 
is great probabUity the latter would hare 
the prrference. 

My truly agreeable Dutch iriend en- 
gaged of the landlord- fi» himsdf and mej 
a calmolet to take ns to Nimeguen. The- 
expense was eighteen guilders, and we gave 
each a guilder to the driver, and bad to 
pay a guilder and something more for^ 
crossing the flying bridge over the Leek. 
The distance may be about forty-two^ miles. 
The road was excellent, though it was 
not paved, and we had no tolls to pay. 
They are not usual in Holland. We had 
bid farewel to canals and level green mea^ 
dows, and had now a country varying into 
gentle rising grounds, and covered with the 
finest crops <^ wheat, buckwheat, barley, 
oats, and clover* At the end of six miles 
we drove into a large bam, with a great 
door at each end, by the road side, that the 
driver might refi:esh the horses. He gave 
them water, and some large slices of bread 
fixtm agreat loaf he brought with him for the 
purpose. Holland is a blessed country for 
horses. At every six miles on the roads. 



by Google 



INUNDATIONS OF THE LECK. Sd? 

there is a house like this to shelter the 
h(n^es in bad weather, and no temptation 
from an impatient and unmerciful traveller, 
will induce the driver to abridge the time 
for their refreshment We joined com- 
pany at this place, with an officer and his 
&mil)r, in a carriage and four, who were 
proceeding to the garrison at Nimeguen. 
We always met at every baiting place on 
the road. We proceeded a few miles, 
when the road made a sudden turn, and we 
ascended a high bank. All at once the vast 
and mighty river the Leek, in all its deso- 
lating gloiy, burst upon the view. This 
great branch of the Rhine overspread all 
the plain. Here and there an island ap- 
peared.' The pollard willow trees, usually 
about twelve or fifteen feet high, here 
seemed struggling like a drowning man, to 
keep their heads above water. Here and 
there the top branches of the bushes could 
barely be seen. The river had risen above 
the inner dyke, and had now drowned all 
the country, as &r as the second or outer 
dyke. It was on the top of this dyke our 
road now lay for some miles to the ferry. 
Our heads were about twenty-five or thirty 
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feet above the country on the left hand. 
We could trace at a distance in the water, 
by means of trees, the place where the 
inner dyke was, and thus we could distin- 
guish the usual breadth of the river. At 
the ferry, the flying bridge received our 
cabriolet, and we waited for the officer's 
carriage, and a peasant's waggon. We 
moved across, and about one hundred storks 
on 'the bank looked at us, equally indifier- 
ent and unconcerned about us, and the de- 
solations the river had occasioned. We ■ 
detained refreshments at the neighbouring 
public house, where we all lighted our 
segara, and drove across the country to the 
town of Tiel on the banks of the Waal; 
the other great branch of the Rhine. 

This is a beautiful little town of the sixth 
rank, in a delightful and fertile neighbour- 
hood. It had the honor in 1528, to with- 
stand a siege from the Emperor Charles V. 
What wias of more importance at the time 
to us, we fbund an excellent dinner on the 
table at the inn, good wine, strawberries, 
arid cherries. Two gentlemen at table 
spoke tolei^We English. The charge for 
dinner, dessert, and hatf a bottle Of Wine, 
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was a guilder and five stivers, or about 
2«. 3d. 

Our road now, all the way to Nimeguen, 
lay'along the topof thegreat outer dyke. The 
same scene of grandeur appeared as before, 
and in its magnificence almost made us forget 
the ruin it had occasioned. Our feelings 
of commiseration were, however, once or 
twice strongly excited^ on seeing some 
peasants proceeding in boats through the 
water to their houses, which were situated 
. on a little elevation, and also defended by 
a dyke which they had thrown up. On 
seeing the little boys fishing, where for- 
merly they had watched their cattle, I 
thought of Ovid's description of the flood, 
and Horace's ode on the overflowing of 
the Tiber. 

" Piscium et suminS genus faiesit ulmo, 
Nota quae sedes Itierst columbi^ 
Et supeijecto pavidc nat^inmt, 
.dSquore danue." 

The day was very fine, It was a highly 
cultivated and richly adorned country on 
the left;, which lay beneath us. The to- 
bacco gardens, so vfduable to the peasants, 
which supply part of the home production 
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of Holland and bring wealth from neigh- 
bouring nations, lay near the dyke. There 
too the water accumulated from the rains 
occasionally flooded the ground. The pear 
trees in the gardens, in order to make the 
most of the ground, were made to rise up, 
in the shape and appearance of poplars. 

It was seven o'clock in the evening when 
we stopped to refresh the horses, at three 
miles ftvm Nimeguen. The sun shone out 
most joyfully on the ocean of waters that 
lay between us and the town, l^e red 
tower of the powder magazine, theBellevue 
overhanging the river, the castle and the 
tiled roofs of the houses rising up the steep 
side of the hill, ^1 reflected back to us the 
beams of descending day. We quickly got 
on tUl we came opposite the town, where 
' we dismissed the carriage, and an old 
woman took charge of our baggage. We 
had to cross by a small flying bridge, to a 
fixed part of the bridge resting upon five or 
six barges. A large flying bridge swings 
between this fixed part, and the opposite 
bfuik. There are swivels upon the bridge 
to be fired in honor of any great man who 
passes, or in honor of any vain man who 
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will pay for the compliment. About eighty 
passengsrs, vith carriages and horses, came 
w»t together; a band of strolling mum- 
cians played the ni^nal airs of the country, 
^d we were in expectation of finishing 
with pleasure, a day which had hitherto - 
been so ddighttuL No man, said Solon 
to Crcesus, ou^t to be ct^led happy b^ore 
his death. A tremendous cloud of rain 
BOW burst upon us^ and ran in tonrents 
through the streets, as we made our way to 
ih& hotel. I there p»rted with my Butdi 
firioid, and now remember him as one of 
t4ie many instances on my journey, in whidi 
I have found, from acquaintance casually 
commenced, dl the civilities and politeness 
which I could have obtained irom old 
friendship, or the wannest introductory re- 
commendation. How much does a littJe 
traveiiing from home abate pr^udices, ex- 
pand the heart, and teach us to love ail 
mankind ! 

Nbaeguen is a town of the fourth rank, 
and contains ^out 13,000 people. The 
streets are narrow, and i^pear to disadvan- 
tage, aft«' seeing the neat elegance of the 
province of Holland. There are beautiful 
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walks under the shade of trees, within the 
walls. In the midst of these walks are the 
ruins of a little castle, V^kenof, supposed 
to have been built by the Emperor Charle- 
magne. From the bank near to that place, 
and from the Bellevue, the eye looks down 
upon the river far below, and marks its 
mighty course, and wanders over a wide 
extent of country subjected to its view. It 
is one of those prospects which the eye 
can never be wearied in beholding. I feel 
delighted now on recalling it to my imagi- 
nation, and were it only thirty miles off, I 
should soon set out to behold it again. 

But how many places are we compelled 
in travelling to leave with regret? Kind 
Nature has scattered her bounties with a 
liberal hand, and has put comfort and hap- 
piness in the reach of all her children. I 
pity the traveller, who comes complaining 
the whole way, and finds the whole land 
barren from Dan to Beersheba. /niere 
must be something Mrrong in that man's 
mind. He who loves his fellow kind, who 
can be satisfied with their satisfaction, and 
delighted with their delists, will evftry 
inhere findhappiness burst upon him atevery 
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view. As for myself, irom London to 
Nime^en, I have not had one ' unhappy 
hiHir ; and if I were to say not one unhappy 
nuHuent, I can recal nothing to mind at 
present, to lead me to doubt of its truth. 

Nimeguen is the frontier town, strongly 
fortified with two walls and ditches, and 
has, in addition, far-extending outworks. 
Here then, I must bid farewell to the 
Dutch. They are a people I shall recol- 
lect with respect. They have their faults, 
and prominent faults too, but they have 
also their good qualities, which I must 
regard. Patient, laborious, steady, perse^ 
rering with enterprize, where experience 
has shewn the probability or certainty of 
success, cautious to avoid hazardous specu- 
. lations, Dutchmen pursue a sure and pro- 
fitable course of life. Social also, when 
the hours of business aie past, they know 
how to render life agreeable by amusement 
and pleasure. 

There are many who speak evil of them, 
but I have experienced no cause so to da 
I therefore leave them with the earnest 
wishes of my heart for their lasting prospe- 
rity and happiness. 

R 2 
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I doubt not, but you and every good 
mm will ffjnnpBthise in mj fedings, and 
now that Uie din of war it over, and peace 
again permits the nations to repose, you 
will heaitily pray, that men in every onm- 
trjr, and in evei^ dime, of every religion, 
and of every colour, may feel that they are 
brothers, and as sudi, cherish for each 
other sentiments of kindness and good-will. 
I am, 
&c. 
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SERIES LECTIONUM, 
IN ACADEMIA RHENO-TRAIECTINA, 

A Hit XVIf. M. StflBobrii Jmi CIJI3CCCXVI, mjtu ad Ftrioi aoitiwi 
A FBorxaaoitiBus DIVSKSARUM facdltatum, bt a chiruk- 

QICAX ATQDE 0B3TETRICIAE ARTIS LECTOHE ACAD BM ICO 

HABE1«)ARUM. 



In FACULTATE THEOLOGICA, docebnnt 

TTieolagiam natttraUm O. tan OORDT, d. luime et 
iovis, h. XI. 

Historiam ecdesiasHeam D. HUISMAN> quater pa- 
di«nan hebdomadem, h. III. 

RmdamaaaiTUerpretationisN.T. I.HERINOA, E.F. 
diebus mards, iovis et Teneri^ h, XII. 

"Bxegoicea lectiones in JUbnm Join habeint I. H. 
PAREAU, d. Ituiae, martis et jovis, h. I. 

EpiHdam D. Peadt ad Ron^Mos intetpretabitur H. 
ROYAARDS, d. mercurii, h. XIL 

Jetorwn Aposl. priorem partem interpretabitur I, HE- 
RINOA, E.F. diebuBlunaeetiOTis, h-VIII. Parabolas 
Domiiu nottri I. C. eadem horl, diebus martis et venena, 

PriiEum quidem universa quaedam Capita, quibus doo 
trina religUmis Cftristianae eapojuiiury Ulastretur, a^ajin- 
Tnefkr, {de algemeene leer van den Chridelijken Gadsdienst) 
into^nttabitur, detn aotesn Theolo^am D(^maticam 
docebit H. ROYAARDS, diebua lunae, martis, joris 
et veneris, h. IX. 

CoUoaUionibus de Locis tkeotogicis vacabnnt I. HE- 
B 3 
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RINGA, E. F. d. iovis, horis vespert. a VII. ad IX. et 
G. VAN OORDT, die mercurii, horis vaipertinis a VII. 
ad IX. 

CkristianammorumdiscipUnamdoc^tO.viv OORDT, 
d. lunae, martis, iovia et veneris, h. X. 

Praecepta htmHettea tradet H. ROYAARDS, d. mer- 
curii, h. X. 

Exercitationes Oratorios Seuras moderabitur L HE- 
RINGA^ E. F. die satumi, h. I. 

(^tcia mmtiorum EvangelH exponet H. ROYAARDS, 
d. merenrii, hora IX. 

Puerorum doctrinae Christianae initiifi eradimdorum 
exercitationem instituent I. HERIKGA, E. F. die mar- 
tis, hora XI. et G. tan OORDT, £e mereurii, hora 
XI. altemis hebdomadibos. 

Oratumiims Sacris pronundandis praeerant H. ROY- 
AARDS, d. martifl, h. XII. I, HERINGA, E. F. die 
lunae, bora XII. et G. vak OORDT, die mereurii, bora 
XL 

Disputandi exerdtationibos praeemnt H. ROY' 
AARDS et I. H, PAREAU, d. Teneris, h. I. altemis 
liebdomadibus ; I. HERINGA, E. F. die saturni^ pri- 
Tatim h. VIII. publice die mereurii, bora 1. et G. vas 
OORDT, publice eodem die ac bora : bi etiam ^temia 
h^idomadibuB. 

Detiique S. RAVIUS, licet propter aetatem rode sit 
donatnt, lis tamen naa deerit, quos oonsilio sno inrare 
potent. 

In FACULTATE lURIDICA, docebnnt 

Irtgiiatiimes, Westenbergio dnce, H. A RNTZENIUS, 
qttater per diernm hebdomadem, b. X. 

Pandectat, eodem dnce, H. ARNTZE^TIUS, Bcsdes 
per dierum hcMomadem, fa. IX. 
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lus naturae C. W. de RHOER, diebus luiuc, martiB, 
iovis et veneris, h. XL 

lus gentium et pubUcum C. W. d£ RHOER, iisdem 
diebus, hora I. 

lus Crimnum etpoenanm C. W, be RHOER, diebus 
mercurii et saturni, hora XI., vd alia, auditoribus forte 
ma^ commoda. 

£u Belgieum I. R. oe BRUEYS, diebus lunae, mar- 
tis, iovis et veneris, hora XII. 

Encyclopaediam et Methodologiam Juris I. R. D£ 
BRUEYS, diebus mercurii et Batumi ead. hora. 

Historiam jurispruderttiae Romatiae H. ABNTZE- 
NIUS, diebus mercurii et aatumi, hora X. 

Disputandi exercitatioDibos altematim praeerunt H. 
ARNTZENIUS et I. R. de BRUEYS. 

In FACULTATE MEDICA, docebunt 

Anaiomiam B. F. SUEBMAN, quater per dierum 
. hebdomadem, h. IV. 

Pftywo&gwm I. BLEULAND, qoater, h.VIII. 
- Patholo^am B. F. SUERMAN, quater, h. IX. 

Praxin medicam D. DYLIUS, die lunae, martis, mer- 
curii et iovis, horfi XII. 

Phttrmaciam, secundum Pharmacopoeam Batavam, 
vemaculo sermone, N. C. de FREMERY, diebus mar- 
tis et veneris, h. HI. 

Materiem Medicam^ sive Historiam Remediorwa D. 
DYLIUS, enarrabit diebus mercurii et veneris, hora I. 

Inaitutionibus Clinicis vacabit D. DYLIUS, singulis 
diebus, Nosocomio Academico hunc in finem extructo 
et f^ierto. 

CMrui^am B. F. SUERMAN, quater per dierum 
hebdomadem, h. X. 

Institutioni clinicae in arte cbirurgica, quovis die, va- 
'c8bitB.F. SUERMAN. 

a 4 



by Google 



248 t£CTUB£A AT UTRECHT. 

A^etn ebsletfiiiam lAeoreticaA et practUam I. BLEU- 
LAND, Ux quavis hebdomade, h. I. 

tHatetktim, Medicinam poliHcam etjin'ensem N. C. DZ 
FREMERY, diebus mercurii et satunii, b. VIII. 

l)eDk]ue M. VAN GEUNS, quamvis wlito docoidi 
M agendi officio academico luo, t«gia auctoritste, boQO- 
rifice aolutua iam eit, inte^ra tamen moncnte docoidj 
fiicaltate sua, hac quid»D, quantum aetas et Taletado 
nnent, lubens adhuc utetur, ut, exponendis partibui ad 
lamatologiam fiicientibus, sive Pathologiae, aive Diaete- 
tictu sc Maleriae medicae, Studiosorcm ntUltati nostro- 
e totua □ondum deainat. 



In FACULTATE MATHESEOS it PHILOSO- 
PHIAE NATURALIS, doccbunt 

mmenta Matheteos I. F. L. SCHRODER, d. lunae, 
m&rtis, iovie et veneris, h. VUL 

Trigonomeiriam rectilineam et tphaerieam, ad elementa 
Astronomiae atqae Geogre^Aiae mathemtUicae adhibitam 
atque ap^icatam L F. L. SCHRODER, iisdem d. h. XI. 

Hyi^mdkam et Ijfydroteditacam I. F. L. SCHRODER, 
iisdem d. h. IV. 

Caiadum Inteff-alm I. F. L. SCHRODER, diebus 
lunae et mafti% h. I. 

P^/sicam expermentaiem G. MOLI^ d. lunae, martii^ 
' iovis et veneris, h. I. 

Physicam laathematicam I. F. L. SCHR6DER, die- 
bus iovis et veneris, h. I. 

A^ronamae primas notitias Q. MOLX, d. luoae, n»t- 
tis, iovis et veneris, b. JX. 

Astronomiam iheorOicam etpractUtm O. HOLL> usd. 

d. h. in. 

ChemioM generalem et tyiplicataiit N. C. pe FRE- 
MERY. iisdem d.Ii. XI. 
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. Battnuam H Piftwlagiam jitattanm I. K0P8^ 4. 
lunae, martis et iovis, . h. X. 

Ze&o^ant caxSk AnatemK camparaUicOBMatUtMm, K.C. 
DE FREME&Y, did»u lunae, martis, ions et teMxa, 
h.XIL 

Mineredo^am N. C. DE FREU£BY, Mi per dflmto 
hebdodiadem, bora AuditOFUMs ffimiooda. 

Oecoaomiam rwralem I. KOPS, A. hinae, mertiB, loria 
et voieris, bora VIIL 

la FACULTATE PHILOSOPHIAE THEORE- 
TICAE «t LITEBARUM HUMANIORUM, 



( I. T. R03SYN, Emeritiu, d. limine et ievis, 
b. I. 

MetaphfSicatH I. 1'. ROSSYN, Emeritus, d. Iiuioe, 
martis, ioris et veberii, h. X. 

Mtralia vitae ^liei$ prateepta D. HUISMAH d. 
lunae et mercurii, b. VIIL 

Iditras LaUaat A. tah QOUDOEVER, d. tua^ 
martit, iovis et veneris, h. XI. ' 

Atttiquitatem Bomatum A. van GOUDOEVER, d. 
mercurii et saturui, b. IX. 

Hiitoriam IMerariam Scriptorvm Laiinonim A. van 
GOUDOEVER, d. mercurii et saturai, b. XU. 

ExercUationes Oratorios tnoderabHw A. van GC>U- 
DOEVER, a. Batumi, b. I. 

Literas Graecas PL Q. van HEUSDE, interpn- 
tando torn Dialogos Luciani, die Innae 9t iovis> hori X : 
turn Amtophanis Hutum et Homeri Oi^aseaiii» die 
mards et Tenerii, bora X. 

Attti^iatem Graccam 1%. G. van HEUSDE; d. 
mercurii et Batumi, b. X. 

literas Hebraicas docebit I. H. PAREAU, ita nt 
Orawanaticam expcmat d. hmae et ioria b. IX. eadcnque 
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hora, d. martis et vraieris, qnaedam tractet capila e 
priore Samuelis Ubro. 

litems Arabicas I. H. PAREAU, d. lunae et iovie, 
h.XI. 

Uteras Ckaldaicas et ^riacas I. H. PAREAU, d. 
martis et veneris, b. XI. 

Antiqtdiatem Hdrraicam I. H. PAREAU, d. lunae, 
martis, iovia et veno-is, h. IV. 

Histariam universam Pb. G. tan HEUSDE, d. lunacy 
martis, iovis et veneris, h. XII. 

Historiam politicant et literariam gentium Europaearunt 
recejaiorvm Ph. G, van HEUSDE, die mercuni et 
satumi, hora XI. 

Historiam Patriae A. SIMONS, d. mercurii et 
satiirni, h. VIIL 

lateras Bdgic. et Eioquentiam A. SIMONS> d: martJE, 
iovis et v^eris, h. III. et d. iovis, h. IX. 

Historiam PoSs. Belgic. A. SIMONS, diebus et horS, 
auditoribua commodis. 

Disputandi exerdtationibus praeerit, altemis hebdo- 
madibus, die saturni, bora I. Ph. G. van HEUSDE. 

P H. F. HEYLIGERa 

Artem obstetnciam theoreticam et practJcam docebit 
ter per dienun hebdomadem, bora XII. 

Morbos ossiura bis per dierum hebdomadem, diebus 
et boris deinceps indicandis. 

Operationes chirurgicas in cadavere humano publice 
demonstrabit tempore byemali, earumque eucheiresium 
rationem vemaculo sennone expoBet. 

Didms Mercmii et Satumi Bihliotheca Academca, in 
Aede D. Johannis, tempestate aestiva ab hora UJ in V, 
kyemaUvero ab hora Uin IV uniadqtu patebit. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
My dear Sib, 

Of personal adventures at Nimeguen I have 
nothing to relate. The good people at the 
hotel spoke only Dutch, of which I under- 
stood but very fev words. By signs how- 
ever, and the assistance of such gentlemen 
as happened to come in, I got every thing 
I wanted. 

On going to the coach to set out for Cleves, 
I had the pleashre to Gnd, that I was to have 
for my fellow-passenger a gentleman I had 
been in company with at Leyden. He spoke 
die " four languages," one of which is Ger- 
man. On entering among a people of an 
unknown tongue, an interpreter was an ac- 
quisition. Tlie object of his journey was 
the recovery of his health, for which pur- 
pose he was going to the hot baths at Aix- 
lan-Chapelle. His route was by Cologne* 



* It is naoally pronounced u if bnt one syUable. In 

the stamp put on my passport it i> spelled KCELN. 
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on the Rhine. On looking at your map, 
you will be ready to think, he might have 
ibund a nearer way. In that you will be 
mistaken. By taking post-horses, ahd a 
carriage for himself, he might indeed have 
gone by Dusseldorf, and saved a few miles, 
but by A public conveyance he had no other 
choice. Such is the rarity of travelling bene. 
The country was considerably diversified 
in its appearance. The road approadied 
near to the Khtne^ and sometimes was a foot 
under water. The river extended much far- 
tha- thui I had yet seen it do. The whole 
plain strongly recalled to my fancy the 
vision of Mirza and the valley of Bagdad, 
as described by Addison. Wooded islands 
at a distance, saved from the general devas^ 
tation, hftre and there a^^peiu^ng, increased 
the resemblance : but, in vain my imagina- 
tion strove to fancy them the hi^py islands 
of the blessed. A Mennonist clergyman, 
of a congregation of that persuasion at 
Oeves, was a passenger in the coach, uid 
h* was anxious to be informed of the reli- 
gious perauasions, and modes of worship in 
England. He spokA English, but only im- 
perfectly. 
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We soon anived at tlie Prussian frontio'. 
Tliere is a public-house, but no gu«rd : no 
one demanded a passport, or eKunmed our 
]Q^*g®- "^0 this liberality of the goT^n- 
raent I may here add, that no one er&c did 
so from the time I «it»ed the kingdom, to 
the time I wait out. We stopped at the 
first village to refresh the horses. The large 
oruoifix before the <^uirch, the cross marked 
with liine on the ends of- the houses, uid 
die picbures in the inn, announced that we 
were got into a land of a difierent faith. At 
Cleves, having taken places at the ** poat- 
kaifs" for Cologne, f<M: whidi we paid 19 
firancs 40 centimes, or about 16 shillings, 
we ord««d breakfast at the inn opposite, 
and went, whilst it was getting ready, to 
look at the town. It is but a poor place, 
but it commands fine prospects; and in par- 
ticular o£ the Ehine, ^x>ut three miles off: 
there are also walks of most beauti&l, lofty» 
wide-spreading trees. I recollected Ann of 
Cleves, the wife of Henry VIII. ; but I saw 
no womui, on whom I could have the con- 
science to bestow the ^^ellidion made use 
of by the disappointed monarch. 

At the inn, we had such a comfortaMe 
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breakfiut of co£fee, bread and butter, and 
e^gs, as a keen appetite demanded; the 
charge was only nine-pence. The fire-pan 
stood on the table for the pipes, and the 
women had the broad-brimmed hats of Hol- 
land. We set out at twelve. 

The road to Xanten lay through a sandy 
country, for which the rainy season had 
been particularly favourable. Like Fharaoh*e 
lean cattle, that seemed none the better for 
all they had received, the country and road 
seemed as dry as if not a drop had fallen. 
The ruts were about six or eight inches deep, 
and we got but slowly along. 

We arrived at Xanten after five, and being 
desirous of improving time, while dinner was 
getting ready, we went to see the church. 
On the outside of it were many crucifixes, 
and other representations of scriptural his- 
tory. I took notice, that the two thieves 
had mustachoes, like Prussian hussars. In- 
side the church was full of pictures, figures 
of saints, carved work, and ornaments of 
every sort. We were told, it had twice been 
burned down by the Goths, and rebuilt by 
pious contributions, in which England had 
borne a share. The villagers and' neigh- 
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bouring peasants come every morning to 
their devotions. We returned to dinner^ 
and found the half bottle of Rhenish wine 
set down beside every plate as a matter of 
course. It is so all over the country. We 
had the dean towel and the alver spoon 
also ; but were not to have the silver fork 
till we again came nearer the Netherlands. 
Much, too much, time was allowed for ' 
dinner; but at last we were called away, 
and went on to Rhelnbei'g, whither we 
arrived at nine o'clock at night. 

I can say nothing of this town, except 
that it is on the banks of the Rhine. I 
was asleep when the coach stopped, and 
fell asleep immediately after it set out. 
We had to remain, impatiently enough on 
my part, for two hours and a half waiting 
for horses. At last the diligence from 
Cologne arrived, and we were soon after 
summoned to depart. I was told, we had 
the horses which brought it forward to go 
back with us. The little progress they 
made renders it likely. The other dili- 
gence would go on with our horses. At 
Rheinb^rgl met with two gentlemen, who 
had come passengers' from Aix-la-ch^>elle. 
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Tbey ^on^fjauied that the Eolith did not 
9p0iid money oiough amongst them, which 
th&y attributed to avarice, and I heard diat 
complaiot many thnes afterwards. 

The wfaM^ of that night and the next 
day till deven at night, we wctb on the 
road, moving on at a pace, which it was 
too much for my philosophy to bear with 
patience. The roads were indeed dreadful, 
the ruts nearly a foot de^, and the rains 
had otherwise rendered, them miry and 
heavy. The conducteur and postilions 
were lazy to the ne plus ttltra of that 
quality. It cannot surprise any one that 
the roads are bad, they have never been 
paved, and f<M' nearly three years fiiey have 
UOt been repaired. 

I recollect when I was a boy at school, 
rwdtuig Voltaire's History of Charles XIL, 
UmA the grand vizier of Turkey gave it as 
au excuse to that monarch, for making a 
treaty with the Czar Peter the Great, and 
allowing him to escape when in his power, 
thftt the Russians must have some one to 
govern them. At that time I owitemned 
the argument, and quite approved of the 
c(»>d««it «f Chaiies XIL, who <kew the 
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spuFsofhis boots, so as to tear the Vizier's 
robe. The journey from Cleves to Co- 
logne made me see» there was some little 
sense and meaning in what the Vizier 
said; and if the King of Prussia and his 
ministers do not bestir themselves a little, 
and cause the peasants to repair the high- 
ways as formerly, and make them observe a 
little ' rule and order on the road, there is 
many a poor traveller as well as mysdf, 
who will begin to think that their former 
master, Napoleon, who- was never to be 
trifled with, was the only man to keep 
theni in order. In fact, to use no jok^ 
the annoyance is more than you in Eng- 
land can suppose, and it is no relief to a 
man of fortune to travel in his own car- 
riage. The jolting and tossing in some 
parts of the way are more noisy and rude, 
than eyer I felt at sea in the severest gale. 
The postilions will not move on a step 
faster than they like for any man. The 
peasants with their carts will dispute the 
way with a carriage, and as a gentleman 
will not like to risk the shock, he is obliged 
to give way. In addition to this, the 
impositions at the inns on a foreigner 
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tfavelling in genteel style, and not in com- 
pany with the natives, are such as our 
countrymen, who have at last begun to 
study economy, find very disagreeable. 

The heavy Germans are so used to this 
manner of proceeding, that they really seem 
to think it right to go a creeping pace. 
With their great pipes of porcelain, with a 
horn stalk, into which they put half an 
ounce of tobacco at a time, and fasten on 
the lid, they keep smoking &>r hours like 
Dutchmen. When I grumbled and <»m- 
plained, that we should stop more than an 
hour at Oording to breakfast, and an hour 
and a-half at Creveld to change horses and 
a few parcds, I could get no one to join 
me, and they even hinted, that English- 
men were ve^ impatient and troublesome, 
and that pe<^e must not be hurried, but 
allowed time to do their business properly. 
When I proposed to offer the conducteur 
five francs each, if he arrived by a certain 
reascmable hours and to threaten him vdth 
having »>thing at all if he fiuled, no man 
trould second the motion. I never so 
much regretted having none of my ooun- 
trfmcQ with me. I saw it Waa no uae.'to 
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»iy any thing but reconcile myself to what 
was not to be mended. I succeeded in 
doing so, and passed most of the time in 
uninterrupted observation of the country. 

For the whole way I saw not a single 
spot uncultivated. The crops seemed 
good, though in some parts beaten down by 
the rain. Wet as it might be, the peasants 
had been forced to cut down the barley 
because of its ripeness, and set it up in 
single sheaves. I saw not one gentleman's 
country house the whole day. Who would 
build his seat, and go to dwell in the way 
and tract of the desolation of war? The. 
farm-houses are not very comm<H]. Im- 
mense tracts of land are without a single 
house. It is the same in many parts of 
France. In countries subject to the ra- 
rages of war, from which happity we have 
been exempt, a solitary house is exposed to 
the barbarities of every ruffian straying from 
his detachment. In villages th»-e will 
probably be! an officer sent, and authorised 
barbarities alone are all that are likely to be 
committed. I presume it must be en this 
account chiefly that the peasants i^liect in 
villages. They wei% frequenlly to be seen 
3 2 
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ploughing their own fallow ground with one 
horse, or one ox, by means of a little 
plough, with two wheels and one handle. 
Dr. Goldsmith says, " their instrument for. 
cutting down com in Germany is much 
more handy and expeditious than the sickle 
used in England," Essay XIL I agree in 
thinking so too. The peasants were not 
unfrequently without stockings and shoes. 
The young women use a small piece of 
white cloth, which covers a part of the 
crown of the head. It seemed to me at 
first as if put on, because o£ a woimd. In 
Cologne, where the young women often can 
shew lovely ringlets of hair, a piece of net- 
work fastened on in a similar manner, is 
really not unbecoming. In fact the women 
at Cologne are in general handsome, fine 
figures, like the women of England. In 
Belgium, Holland, and France, the women 
^e much inferior. For the whole day, we 
tr^et hut two diligences. One leaves Co- 
logne every morning. We met abo two 
vehicles with respectable-looking people. 
The carts of the peasants were few in num- 
ber. That was all the traffic on the road. 
The inns on the road, that at Nuis ex- 
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cepted, are miserable and filthy, and good 
German stoves were their only recom- 
- mendation. The back-yard and out-houses' 
were in a very slovenly style. I had always 
abundance of time to go about and inspect 
every thing. 

By the road side are to be seen several 
memorials of the devotion of the country. 
In the early part of the day we passed two 
or three crucifixes - of Jesus, painted on 
boards, and fastened on poles by the road 
side. We passed also a little hut, which I 
had time to go and look- at, in which was a. 
most miserable defaced little image of the 
Virgin. A little past Nuis we saw a most 
beautiful Virgin, with the child in her arms, 
standing on a pillar, and a large ring of stars 
round her head. We soon after passed a 
crucifix of Jesus tolerably well executed. 
I am thus minute to enable you to judge 
for yourself of the people. 

The town of Nuis, where we dined, is for- 
tified, but not strongly. It contains about 
six thousand people, and is rather a pretty 
place. It is a mile or more from the Rhine. 
Not far fi-om Nuis we {»8sed the canals 
begun by the late ruler of France, but not 
s 3 ^ 
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finished. It was to unite the Rhine and 
the Maese. Where the highways are in 
Buch a miserable condition, and have not 
been mended since the battle of Leipsick, 
it is unnecessary to inquire if the canal be 
going on. 

Our road, after passing Nuis, lay near the 
Rhine, and in some parts was quite close 
upon it it was running along in a rapid, 
muddy current, but bad here made no 
ravages on its banks. Its velocity indicated 
that a vast body of water was passing on, 
but otherwise its undivided stream was no 
way comparable to one of the branches into 
which farther down it divides itself. We 
saw the vast and numerous towers of the 
cathedral and churches of Col<^e, long 
before the siting of the sun. Darkness 
' ciUDe on, I fell asleep, and awoke betwixt 
ten and eleven, vthea the diligence stopped 
before the gate of the town. The Prussian 
guard opened it, and inquired of a military 
passenger his name and business; they 
asked no questions of any other person, and 
demanded no passports. We drove through 
the ruinous streets to the post-house, oppo- 
site toi which we entered the Hotel o£ the 
9 
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Court of Mentz, and were happy in finding 
a well supplied ta^ d'hote, ready for 
supper, and such accommodations as a 
weary traveller was glad to accept. 

Being got to the end of a very wearisome 
journey, I beg leave to drop the pen- 
I am, 
My dear Sir, 



ft4 
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LETTER XIX. 

My deae Sir, 
I ou will allow that after the tedious pro- 
ceedings of the two da^s* journey, I had a 
right to indulge a little more than usual, I 
accordingly lay in bed till eight, for do 
what I could, my ever-anxious, ever-insa- 
tiable curiosity would allow me no longer ; 
I sat writing the notes of my journal till 
breakfast, which by the aid of Stenography, 
I easily accomplishod, and after my morn- 
ing repast, I sallied forth to explore this 
extensive and ancient city, the Roman 
colony founded by Agrippa, the son-in-law 
of Augustus Caesar. 

Three centuries ago Scaliger thus eido- 
gises it. 

*' Maxima cognad R^pna Colonia Rheni, 
Hoc te etiam titulo musa superba canet ; 
Romuii atatuunt-habitat Gennania-4erra est, 
Belgia-ter felix ! oibil tibi diva deeat" 

1 presume not to say, what might then 
be the condition of the city, and how far 
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the poet flattered or bestowed just praise, 
but very difiTerent is the case now. I should 
rather applyj as nearer the truth, the lan- 
guage of Ossian, " I have seen the walls of 
Balclutha, but they were de3olate." Ruin 
long begun, and still going on, marks its 
principal streets. The plaster is falling 
from the fronts of the houses, and no one 
seems disposed to renew it. The year cf 
1618, and others of that period, which you 
see on the outside, lead one to question, 
if aught has been renewed since then. 
Waving grass is growing in the streets, and 
as you enter many of the principal clmrches, 
you must keep in the narrow path, " the 
old path," or in rainy or wet weather, as it 
was when I was there, you will have cause 
to repent. Indolence seems painted on 
the countenances of the people, and they 
seem to move as if they knew not why, or 
whither, they were going. Many of the 
houses have fallen down, others are falling, 
and in many places you see ruins clearing 
away to add to the gardens, which already 
fill up two thirds of the space within the 
yraWs. 

Cologne boasts of its antiquity, and of 
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its greatness. Still Colonia Agrippse may 
often be seen in public inscriptions, and 
they tell you that full more than fifty thou- 
sand inhabitants remain to listen to its 
never-ceasing bells. It was once a place of 
great trade, hut the biuiishment of the Pro- 
testants in the seventeenth century destroy- 
ed its industry. 

. It was a city of priests, who spent th^e 
the riches of the country, but the days of 
ecclesiastical greatness are past It po»- 
sessed also monopolizing privil^s in trade, 
which the good sense of modem times has 
abolished. Hence its decline. The people 
Mill spe^ with regret of the good times, 
when the canons spent their revenue th^e, 
Uke princes of the Empire, and the never- 
ending festivals and splendid processions 
at once brought wealth and entertainment 
to their city. The poverty of the dergy is 
BOW as remarkable as their former opulence^ 
and their processions are " like angel visits, 
short and long between." The - monas- 
teries and nunneries are also no moT& On 
making inquiry for them, I found one, that 
of the Jesuits, was become a central school] 
another was an hospital ; a Uurd was con- 
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verted into barracks for soldiers, &c. Not 
one remained for its former use. No monk 
or nun was to be seen in the streets. Foi^ 
merly black monks were ever to be seen 
crawling about, uid annoying strangers for 
money. 

A most numerous class of boatmen and 
porters at the quay along the Hhine, a more 
industrious, but b^re not a more useful 
class than the mmiks, no longer finds em- 
ployment. By an iniquitous and absurd 
r^ulation, every ship which came down the 
Rhine) was obliged to stop, and unload her 
cargo at Cologne; as well as every ship that 
came up. A great delay was thus occa- 
sioned, an immense expense was incurred 
jfbx no reason whatever, but to find employ- 
ment for men, whose labour here was of no 
b^iefit to those who were compelled to em- 
ploy theiQ. In fact every thing seems to 
have been done by man, to counteract the 
bounty of nature. Every petty prince 
along the Rhine laid on what toll he pleas- 
ed on the goods that went past, and their 
tolls were innumerable and exorbitant. 

The whole of this is now happily sw^ 
awaj^. The tolls -are. abolished, or regurt 
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lated by treaty. No vessel is compelled to 
stop at Cologne, and the port is no longer 
the resort of involuntary shipping. I am 
sorry to say, that the destruction of war has 
counteracted the benefit of this wise regu- 
lation, for such is the want of commerce, 
that few ships indeed are to be seen on the 
river, and I was told, not above four or five 
in a day ever came down past Cologne. I 
counted the masts along the quay, and they 
might be about eighty. As some vessels 
have two masts, they might be about sixty 
in number. Few indeed for such a city, 
. and such a mighty river! 

It was easy to obtain a guide in the town, 
as the long residence of the French garri- 
son, and the intercourse with France, had 
rendered the language pretty general 
amongst the inhabitants. The first place I 
went to was the cathedral. It is a v^t, but 
unfinished, Gothic building, of beauty, 
which connoisseurs say is unequalled. Se- 
veral people were at their devotions, and 
the servants of the church were equally 
busy in shewing its rarities to strangers. 
The most remarkable are the splendid and 
cxistly monument, and the crowned skulls 
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of the Three Kings. To what a pitch will 
not ignorance and superstition carry a 
besotted people ■ And what are the limits 
of imposition, when it is found to succeed! 
Being well versed in Ecclesiastical his- 
tory, you are better able than I am, to 
expose, the absurdity of this invention. 
That Magi, by miraculous aid, came from 
the East to visit our infant Saviour, is 
found ill the commonly received text of 
St. Matthew. But no line of Scripture, 
and no ecclesiastical historian tells us any 
thing farther. Tradition, however, is said 
to hand it down, that they were Three in 
number, wid that they were Kings. Hence, 
the church celebrates the festival of the' 
Three Kings, and in our country, the peo- 
ple observe that day, under the nam^ of 
Twelfth Day, as a time for rejoicing. So 
far let that pass, I do not wish to interfere. 
But how have the names been found out, 
and how have the priests of Cologne been 
able to find their skulls, as no man ever 
knew their dwelling, or their tomb ? How 
have they even been able to distinguish 
and know the skulls, and to put the names 
of Balthasar, &c. and make no mistake? 
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Such things might pass current once, but 
even at Cologne they will hardily do so 
now. The monument or tomb is exceed- 
ing splendid. It is in the shape of a 
temple, is said to be of the purest gold, and 
is stuck full of precious stones, which, 
they tell us, are very rare, and of infinite 
v-alue. As to that, I cannot say. I only 
know, that most people who see them be- 
lieve so. I however am hardy enough to 
doubt it, and am confirmed in my scepti- 
dsm by the knowledge of the fact, that 
when the holy Cottage of Loretto in Italy 
was rifled, even there, in that sacred edifice, 
the stones and jewels were found to be 
only imitations of the rich gifi:s which had 
been bestowed. I should suppose at Co- 
logne, equal worldly-wisdom, and inge- 
nuity would be found. Be that as it may, 
the tomb of the Three Kings is still looked 
up to with a certain veneration, and in its 
late peregrinations to escape the rapacity of 
the French, it has equalled the famed pil- - 
grimages of the bones of St. Cuthbert id 
our own island *. On the approach of the 

■ • VidiS Scott's Matiaion, J ' 
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enemy, the priests bore it to Arensberg in 
Germany ; they thence, to escape the 
armies, bore it to Hamburgh. Lubec also 
was honoured by the presence of the pre- 
cious relic i which, after the re-establish- 
ment of religion in France, was again 
restored to its old habitation, to gratify the 
•devotion of the Colonists of Agrippa. * 

Another imposition practised on the 
credulity of the people, is at the church of 
St. Ursula, and the eleven thousand virgins. 
This shrine of superstition does not suit 
the taste of the present age, tmd does not 
seem much in vogue, for on going thither, 
I found the church was not kept open, 
except on Sundays, and my guide had to go 
and find the door-ke^er. Tlie skulls of St. 
Ursula and her companions are shewn 
within glass ; and on high, all round the 



• The Three Kings were formerly better known ia 
England, and occasionally furnished the subject of the 

' Corpus-cbristi plays, or Miracle-plays, so much in use 
.before the Reformation, and which are still so in Spain, 
By the ordinary of the goldsmiths, plumbers, glazier^ 
pewterers and painters, date 1536, they were com- 
ctonanded to pl«y at their feast, " TTie 7V« ISttgs ^ 

' i^oleyw." Brand's History of Newcastle. 
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edifice^ are placed what thejr say are the 
bones of the sisterhood. 
. The legend respecting this British s^int, 
and her noble companions, is this. There 
had settled a numerous body of Britons in. 
Btetagne, to the number, says tradition, of 
thirty thousand soldiers, and . ^^le hundred 
thousand plebeians. Their destined brides, 
Bt. Ursula, with eleven thousand noblt^ and 
sixty tliousand plebeian virgins, mistook 
tiheir way, and landed at Cologne. A strange 
wandering, one would suppose! TheHun^ 
oofiiing uptm them, rather than submit to 
the passions of these barbariani^, they chose 
to lose their lives. The plebeian sisters 
have been defrauded of their equal honors.^ 

Such a legend may have gained assent in 
a dark age; and, as the moral example to 
be drawn from it was praise-worthy, it has 
been allowed to remain uncontradicted 
amongst the vulgar, until, in the silent 
lapse of time, it gradually, like many others, 
becomes forgotten. 

I am well aware, that there are many, 



* Gibbon's Decline and Fall. — Usher's Aotiq. Biitan. 
Ecdes. 
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who, when they hear of any local siiper' 
stition of this isort existing, immediately 
charge it upon the whcde body of the Catho^ 
lies, and consider it as an inseparable part 
of their faith. This, I am sare, you will not 
do : it would be illiberal and unjust ; and 
whoever will read Eustace's Travels in Italy, 
may see in what manner a well-informed 
Catholic clergyman will speak of tiie Cot- 
tage of Loretto, and the blood of St Janu- 
arius at Naples, two of the popular super- 
stitions of that country. A *elI-iilformed 
Catholic holds in eqavA contempt, t^e delu- 
sions of the mob at Cologne. At the aamfe 
time, wie hftve H go(>d »id just <^use to t&- 
proadi the high auth^ities of diat church, 
that posseting the influence and powet 
theyhive, they do not exeit themsdres td- 
r^preis those local f^^rdities, which really 
"bring a reproach on th^r whole communion, 
and give so much encouragement to thft 
enemies of the whole Christian faith. 

The churches and chapels of Colt^e 
were formerly innumerable ; they are still 
very Many, and the services of religion in 
one place or othet are going on all the day. 
•The priests now, are reduced to the number 
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of those who really officiate* An effectual 
way of diminishing them was fouod* in 
bringing down their emoluments to the 
lowest sum on which it was possible to 
exist Six or seven hundred francs, i. e. 251. 
or 30/. a year is the usual salary; and at the 
Cathedral it does not exceed 1000 iiranes, 
or about 42/. a year : we may reckon these 
as good as double the sum in England. The 
salary is paid by government ; the cadons 
are supposed to enjoy a much better in- 
come, from the produce of the jewels and 
riches, sold in foreign countries. It is evi- 
dent, sibce so small a pittance only is given, 
that few men of &mily interest will enter 
into the diurch. Youthful ambition will 
pref^ the ^aulette and the swQrd, to the 
cross and the mass-book. The King of 
Prussia found things thus arranged by the 
French j and he has no interest to make 
any alteration. In one respect, the inhabit- 
ants have cause to regret the change of po- 
litical affairs; the taxes 'have been much 
increased, to defray the expences of the 
war. At present, there is little commerce 
and the pepple feel very impleasant. 
One of the most interesting churches is 
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that of St Gereon, with its lofty dome. I 
went thither without a guide* about six in the 
evening, and found the priests chaunting the 
service, and a crowd of poor people assisting 
in singing. The place was very dirty, and 
fitded artificial flowers, which remained year 
after year, supplied the place of the elegant 
and ftesh-gathered flowers in the churches 
of Belgium. The servant of the church 
readily comprehended, by signs, that I wish* 
ed to go on the top, and he conducted mcu 
From that place may be viewed the whole 
of the vast extent of the city, of which so 
large a part is in gardens. The solitary sen- 
tinel stalks around the brick-wall, like the 
Danaides in Tartarus, under clifis which 
every moment seemed to fall. The Rhine 
may be traced in all its glory ; and far be- 
yond it is a lovely country, rising into hills, 
in which the fields of varied hue, the hedges 
and woods strcmgly remind one of Ei^glandi 
Toward France, the eye wanders over the 
vast extent of level ground, in which the 
shade of the difierent crops alone furnished a 
variety. When I came down, I saw a printed 
notice in Latin, stuck up on the door, which 
by the aid of sh<Hl hand, I quickly took 
T 2 
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down, tt Stated, that Pope Gement XIII. 
in his discretionary power of distributing 
the stock of good works, laid up by the 
^thfiil, had listened to the intercession of 
cert»n brethren, and had granted a full and 
complete absolution of all sins, past, pre- 
sent, and to come, to all those who should 
come to visit the shrine of Alexius, on his 
festival day, and there pray sincerely for the 
salvation of Kings, the destruction of Heresy, 
and the success of the Church. 

It is possible, this notice was entirely of 
Cologne manufacture. If it was not, it ne- 
vertheless shews an anxiety not to forfeit by 
disuse, privileges once granted. 

It was gratifying, after seeing such a thing, 
to learn, that there was a Reformed Church, 
with two clergymen, supported by a con- 
gregation of opulent merchants. Compe- 
tition, whidi in all things has a good ten- 
dency, may here be particularly beneficial. 

The only other church deserving much 
notice is that of St Peter, in which is the 
celebrate^ picture of the Crucifixion of that 
Apostle, by Rubens; brought back fi-om 
Paris, to the great joy of the Agrippenses. 
A copy of it is seen over the altar ; but when 
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» strwg^r comes, a servant of the church 
unlocks the doors behin,d it, and makes the 
picture wheel round on a pivot, and the 
view of this masterpiece of art is truly de- 
lightfiiL Of course, eomething is to be 
given for the good of the church, but no 
express fee is demanded. 

Cologne haa the honor to be the birth- 
place of Hubens. His family, which had 
borne the first honors at Antwerp, fled to 
Cologne, during the desperate struggle, in 
which Holland acquired her freedom. I 
went to see the house in which Rubens was 
bom ; it is near St. Peter's church. The 
family afterwards returned to Antwerp, 
where the far-famed family picture, and 
other masterpieces of his art, are now to be 
seen. The register of bis baptism is at St. 
Peter's church, Cologne, and it was on 
taking a copy of that register, that he pre- 
sented this picture of high renown, which 
connoisseurs admire, and which every mind 
of sensibility must view with feelings of 
strong emotion. 

Colc^e is the seat of a court of ^peaL 
Its university, like the universities of France, 
no longer exists. It has a school of law, 
T 3 
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a school of medicine^ and a theatre of 
anatomy. Not having the advantage of 
the society of a friend professionaUy ac- 
quainted with such institutions, I did not 
go to see them. I did not fail to visit the 
college, or central school, at which are 
five professors; and where are educated one 
hundred and thirty youths, the sons of the 
principal families in the town and neigh- 
bourhood. The principal branches taught 
are German, Latin, Greek, Mathematics, 
Geography, and History. German is the 
language in which instruction is communi- 
cated. It was formerly French ; but it is 
the object of the King of Prussia, through- 
out all his territories formerly subject to 
France, to excite in the minds of his young 
subjects, a strong feeling of German na- 
tionality. Beyond the Rhine, the feeling 
of resentment against' the French is strong 
as in Holland. At Cologne, I cannot ven- 
ture to say that the same is the case. In 
the central school, in the great hall for 
public examinations, are seen the Prussian 
Eagle, which indeed is got up every where 
about the town, and severed inscriptions 
About Agrippa, Trajui, Frederic William, 
12 
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the Goddess Minerraj and gratitude to 
Almighty God for the expulsion of the 
French. Li the caitre is the following, 
vbich being very expressive, I give verba- 
tim at length. 

(The Prussian Eagle at tlie top.) 
Germani. SoMua. 

AUDEAT. ReDIRE. 

Sancta. Fides. 

£t. Sine. Frauds. Sine. Metc. 

GfiRMANA. Virtus. 

CusTOS. Jdvenum. Fudor. 

Patrum. In. Musas. Nostras. 

FiDUCIA. 

Rerum. Beata. Fleno. 

copia. cornu. 

« We are Germans — May there dare to 
. return sacred fidelity, and German virtue, 
without fraud, and without fear : Modesty, 
the guardian of youth : the attachment of 
our fathers to our own muses : and blessed 
plenty with a full horn." 

So far it may be commendable. But 
the professor to whose politeness I am 
indebted for seeing the college, informed 
T 4 
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mea that the King of Phissik had^abolished 
the professorship of French, at Cologne* 
«ad in all die collies of the leil bank of 
the Rhine, and did not allow that language 
to be used, as formerly, in communicating 
instruction, or to be taught at all within 
the colleges. The pupils are accordingly 
forced to be taught by private masters, 
with great inconvenience, and more ex- 
pence. It is no longer a matter of choice, 
whether French is to be learned. The 
King of Prussia, and his ministers, and 
generals must spedc it themselves, when 
they converse, or transact business with 
foreigners ; and his subjects at Cologne ^e 
under the same necessity. To Englishmen 
it is a desirable matter that they should 
speak it, and after being in so many towns, 
where it was impossible to understand the 
current language of the people, and where I 
was obliged even to go to two or three 
boooksellers* shops, before I could obtain 
what I wanted, the pleasure of being re- 
stored at Cologne to the complete inter- 
. course 'of human society, was felt by me 
most truly gratifying. The order of the 
King on this. head, only tends to .diminish 
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^le respectability of the college* to betray 
a narrow-minded jealousy ; bow different 
liom William of the Netheiiands, and in 
that light I heard the gentlemea of Cologoe 
speak of It. 

The Botanic garden is extensive, full of 
plants, and very beautiful. 

The flying bridge on the Rhine js the 
9cene of the most activity af. Colf^ne. I 
went across the river by it, to see the coun- 
try beyond, but as the roads were scarcely 
passable, and as no vwiety presented itself, 
the excursion was made very short. J 
shall here endeavour to describe the bridge, 
as we have got nothing of the kind in 
England. 

The bridge consists of two very large 
barges, &8tened together, and a floorisg of 
strong bofurds put over them, with a rail 
round the side to prevent accidents. This 
deck of the bridge is, they say, capacious 
enough to receive 1500 people 3 it certainly 
could accommodate 500 with great ease. 
An anchor is fixed in the river, far up 
above the bridge, a chain goes from the • 
anchor to a .boat, froin that boat « chain 
go^ to another'iboat, from that ^ a: third, 
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a fourth, fifth and sixth ; from this last boat 
it goes to the bridge. The bridge is kept 
fast to the side, till the passengers, horses, 
cattle, carriages, waggons, &c. are all got 
on board. A bell rings to announce its 
going oC When all is ready, the chain 
which fastens the bridge to the side is 
loosed, the helm is moved, so that the 
force of the current carries the bridge off 
from the side, and as the chain from the 
boats will not allow it to go down the 
stream, it is carried towards the other side. 
People go round and collect the fare. 
When the bridge h:^ gained the opposite 
bank, it is made fast to the side, and pas- 
sengers, horses, &c. move off. The bridge 
waits a short while for a fresh cargo, and 
goes back. It thus goes on alternately, 
from early in the morning till late at night. 
The river is here four hundred and fifty 
paces broad. I think I paid a penny each 
time for passing. The charge for carriages 
is pretty high, I forget the exact sum. 
An English gentlem^i, whom I met at 
the hotel, paid six francs at Dusseldorf. 
This was higher than usual, on account,, 
they sud, of loss and trouble occasioned by 
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the increase of the torrent* from the hear^^ 



rains. 



Such were the objects worthy of notice* 
which I saw at Cologne. As it is a great 
thoroughfare for Germany* I had the satis- 
faction of meeting with many of.our country- 
men. It was a high gratification to see the 
soft, and amiable pleasing countenance^ 
and manners of British ladies* after being 
compelled so long to look on Dutch* or 
German women. It is no fiattery, and 
any of our countrymen who have had the 
same experience* will say the same, 
lam* 
&c &c. 
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My dear Sib, 

The time whicli I had allowed myself^ 
when I set out on my journey, not per- 
mitting me to go farther into Germany, 
and the state of the roads, the manners 
of the people, and the unfavourable re- 
ports received from our countrymen who 
returned, also affording but small temptar- 
tion, it was now determined to move to- 
wards England, taking Paris in the way ; I 
therefore took a place in the diligence for 
Aix-la-Chapelle. We started at four in the 
morning, and proceeding through the long, 
narrow, and ruinous streets, at last got out 
of the Roman colony of Agrippa. 

A short way out of town is an extensive 
burying groimd with the inscription over 
the gate, 

FUNERIB;,S AciUPPENSIUM 

Locus Saceh. 
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Almost every grave has a cross erected 
over it, to remind the passer by, of the 
itiedium through which we are to look for 
eternal life. 

The inconveniencies and fatal conse- 
quences arising from burying the dead in 
churches, are every day becoming more 
and more understood. In different parts 
of Holland, may be seen burial places out- 
side of the town, at such a distance, that no 
injury can possibly arise to the living. 
The Accauacs, says a late publication, 
reduce the bodies of their parents to 
powder, and drink them. Is it from aa 
analogous principle of piety, observes M. 
de St. Fobt, " that in our churches, we re- 
spire the particles of putrefaction which 
exhale from them ? *'* In real truth, it 
arose from a superstitious idea of superior 
safety for the soul, in the body being placed 
near where the services of religion were 
performed. Such an idea is now diminish- 
ed in its force, for even in Cologne, where 
there are so many churches, the living con- 
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suit their safety, by depositing their dead 
beyond the walls. 

The road lay through a country, of which 
not an inch was observed uncultivated. 
Here and there were trees, but no inclo- 
sures. The road was bad, though much 
better than from Cleves to Cologne. We 
m^ a vast number of waggons or carts, and 
the traffic must be considerable. Many 
crucifixes are erected near the road. We 
met a carriage, which the German pas- 
sengers at once pronounced to belong to 
« Englanders." A mile or two farther we 
met another, when they called out " Eng- 
landers encore." A carriage of " Englatid- 
ee»** also, returning home, went through 
Jutiers, when we stopped to dinner. It 
may appear of no moment to relate such 
accident^ sights of our countrymen, but 
the impression felt by me at the time was 
gtrong. You know not how you love your 
country and your countrymen, and how 
much you have cause to do so, until you 
have been a little time from h(sne. 

Throughout the. whole day, I do not re- 
collect seeing above one country-house, 
in which a gentleman could possibly be 
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accommodated* The farm-houses are also 
in villages. One or more of those which 
ve passed through, had a brick wall drawn 
round, to enable the inhabitants to resist 
the ravages of detached plunderers. Such 
is the condition of life, in a country visited- 
often by the scourge of war. 

Juliers appears to be a place very strongly 
fortified. We saw, as we came near, ex- 
tensive outworks ; we crossed a broad outer 
ditch, over the draw-bridge, and through 
the outer gate, and hanging passed over the 
inner ditch, and through the inner gate, 
we saw a vast numbe:r of Prussian soldiers 
in the town. We dined here j and for 4 
very good dinner and halfa bottle ofRhenish 
wine, paid two francs and a half, or about 
two shillings. 

I had every reason to be much satisfied 
with the politeness of my fellow passengers. 
One was an officer, who wore a cross of 
St. Anne, in recompense, for services and 
wounds in Russia, against the French nefur 
Moscow. Though all native Germans, they 
spoke no German, from pure politeness, all 
the day. What they &iled to communicate 
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in useful in^ination, they niore than made 
up in amusement. One or other surrg 
songs, almost the whole day» and all joined 
aloud in the chorus. They told amusing 
fetories, and all heartily joined in the laugh. 
Never men appeared more happy, and I 
should ill deserve the name of a man, if I 
had not felt a satisfaction in their felicity. 

In the course of the afternoon, we had 
personal observation of the violent and un- 
ruly conduct of the peasMitry, of which I 
had heard our countrymen complain. We 
met seven or eight carts in a line, and con- 
trary to all justice, they endeavoured, though 
clearly in the wrong, to dispute the way 
with the diligence. We encouraged the 
conducteur and postilions to remain firm. 
Both got off their places, and the peasants 
came up near them. A scene of clamour 
and gesticulation ensued, and much lan- 
guage was exchanged, which was no doubt 
very edifying, but being in German, 1 could 
not derive any benefit from it. They con- 
tinued thus for fourteen or fifleen minutes, 
when the peasants gave way. The passen- 
gers cheered every cart as it went past, and 
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the peasants manifested much shame and 
R^ at their defeat. It was about seven 
irhen we arrived at Aix-la^Chapelle. 

The variety of languages, in which the 
sigaa cm the shops were expressed, indi- 
cated that we were in a frontier town^ 
Some signs also in the English language, 
f^wed that our countrymen were there, 
and their company by some at least held in 
evtimation. I afterwards found several who 
spoke the langui^. Nothing can be mord 
beautiful than the situation of the town* 
and its el^an(% and neatness correspond* 
It is the Bath of Germany, 

The first place to which my " domestique 
de piace" conducted me, was to the hiU 
above the town, where is erected the pillar 
in honor of the late ruler of France. There 
are pl^sant walks on this hill, with seata 
for public accommodation. Every step al-< 
most pr^ents a new prospect, and the vieW 
. flf the differest vallies Is truly delightful. 
The fields are divided by hedges, and, with 
the trees, appear beauti&L They have a 
efaarm above all others, because they 
strongly remind the spectator of England^ 
}t was easy for me, for a moment, to im- 
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pose on my fancy, and to think I was view- 
ing the valley of High Wycomb, and others 
in Buckinghamshire. Such was the play of 
lancy ; but it is cool sober truth to say that 
it would be necessary to go far indeed from 
home, before a land can be seen, for which 
the industry of roan has done the half to 
improve its beauties, as has been done in 
our own. 

The pillar or obelisk in honor of Napo- 
leon is not very lofty. When the Cossacks 
were there, they overturned it, and dug up 
the foundation to get at the coins deposited 
under it. It has since been re-erected by 
the order of the King of Prussia. It has 
the original shape, but has a shattered 
appearance. The geographical and astro- 
nofiiical observations, on two sides of it, 
remain ; the inscriptions recording the 
triumphs of France, and hurtful to the* 
feelings of the Prussians, on the other two; ' 
sides, have been erased, and others rdative 
-to more recent events and the overthrow of 
GalUo power substituted. The pillar re-, 
mains as an ornament to the place, and a, 
monument of blasted ambition. 
- Aix, though a fashipnable watering place*.. 
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is a devout city. The cathedral was literally 
crowded by six in the morning. On the 
side of the hill going up to Bonaparte's 
pillar, is a chapel with images, to which 
the people go in procession during Lent. 
There is a Protestant church at Aix. The 
amusement of shooting with the bow on 
Sundays and holidays prevails as much as 
in Belgium. 

I am seldom very anxious to go to see 
those little curiosities at anyplace, which 
have no local connection or importance. I 
wish to see those things, on which the 
greatness and importance of a town depend. 
At Aix, beyond all doubt, the hot spring 
baths, In this sense, have the first claim. 
Of course I went thither, and also drunk a 
little of the sulphureous waters, though as 
. the whole have no need of a physician, I 
took very little, and declined a perspiration 
irom the use of the bath. Being desirous 
of knowing the expenses, I made inquiry 
at the Reine d'Hongrie, the lowest in the 
place ; and no one need take offence at the 
money being too little, as there are enough 
places at Aix, where his ambition in that 
way may be gratified to his utmost desire. 
u 2 
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For the warm bath a &anc and a half {l5d.), 
or a franc only, if engaged for some time. 
Two francs and a half (25rf.) for the vapour 
bath. At other bathing houses it is higher. 
At the Heine d'Hongrie for lodgings, (of 
course a bed room as usual on the conti- 
nent,) for breakfast, attendance, and the 
daily use of the bath, if required, the 
charge is four franca and a half, or 3s. 9d. 
An invalid, in narrow circumstances, may 
therefore come hither, and there are splen- 
did hotels, at which may be spent the in- 
come of a Prince. I ought to say also, that 
there are baths for the use of the poor 
gratis. 

There were many Prussians, and other 
Germans, Dutch, and Belgians, who had 
come iw health and pleasure to Aix. 
There were few or no French, and no* , 
many English. My domestique de place 
hlfbrmed me twelve English were at a great 
public ball two nights before I arrived. 
Many of our countrymen I met at Cologne, 
And elsewhere, complained of the exorbi- 
tant diarges at Aiv, and if I am to judge 
from what^ was charged at the hotel from 
myself, travelling with n& servant, by the 
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public diligence* I have good reason to 
believe they complained not without a good 
cause. The people of Aix, in their turn, 
complain of the English, that they now lay 
out so little, whereas formerly they came 
like a shower of gold, spreading fertility 
wherever they went. If an obscure indi- 
vidual, like myself, travel in an unostentati- 
ous manner, they say it is from avarice* and 
that it is going in disguise. They will in- 
sist on making an Englishman a great man, 
whether he choose or not. An admiral, I 
believe on half pay, at the hotel where I 
was, they told me, was a Prince of the royal 
family. They told me, I ought, fpr the 
honor of England, to have brought my car- 
riage. This was not the only place, in 
which honors to which I laid no claim were 
offered me. 

At Maastricht and at Paris, I was asked 
whether I was not going home to Parlia^ 
jnent- Vanity at first suggested this was a 
compliment, and prudence whisp^*ed I 
should have to pay for it, but when I recol- 
lected what sort of avowedly pensioned 
men, foreign parliaments consisted of, I 
u 3 
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thought that vanity and prudence need not 
give themselves any trouble about the 
matter. 

I have only one circumstance more to 
relate about Aix-la-Chapelle. There was 
there a statue of the Emperor Charlemagne, 
on a pedestal in one of the streets, which 
was taken to Paris along with the tomb of 
Charlemagne from the cathedral, and both 
were there shewn, with the usual liberality^ 
along with all other things, without fee or 
demand. The valour of our armies, and of 
other armies whom we paid, overthrew the 
French, and Aix, like other towns, got back 
its own. I saw the statue in its former 
place, and inquired in the cathedral for the 
tomb, and was told I might see it, but it 
was under lock and key, and I must pay 
6 francs before I could be gratified. When 
a man has travelled all the way to Aix, 6 
francs more can be no object, but I con- 
ceived it to be a shameful and illiberal de- 
mand, and denied myself the gratification 
of my curiosity. On reflection I approve 
of wh^ I did, and I flatter myself I shall 
have your approbation also. 



by Google 



JfANUFACtURESt S95 

I have nothing more to add to this letter, 
except that Aix is a great manufacturing 
town also, and that coals are very abundant 
all over the neighbouring country. 
I am, 

&c &C. 
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My d£ab Sib, 
Whatever enjoyments other lands can 
boast of, there is no country which can rival 
our own in all convenieneies for travelling. 
No sooner out of town, but you roll along 
a smooth and easy road. To whatever 
part of the kingdom you choose to go, 
vehicles are at hand, horses are ready at 
'every stage, and set off in a moment. 
Public conveyances also going to every 
place take you at a moderate price, and free 
you of all trouble and imposition. You 
may be in Edinburgh in two days and a 
half, and in Inverness in less than five. 
Such velocity is inconceivable to most 
people on the continent. So little travell- 
ing is there from Belgium to Germany, that 
from Maastricht, the frontier town, contain- 
ing eighteen thousand people, to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, there is only one coach, and that ' 
goes only every second day. So badly i» 
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Uiat-one supported, that on the day I went 
by itj which was a very pleasant day^ there, 
were only another gentleman and two ladies 
passengers, and one of the ladies wait bat 
part of the way. 

•: As I was waiting near the diligence to 
see my portmanteau safely secured, a pre- 
caution in travelling always necessary, a 
gentleman came and inquired of me, if I 
had seen two ladies. I told him I had had 
the pleasure, and that they were gone on 
*>ut of the town by a certain gate, to walk 
till the coach came up. He immediately 
spoke to me in English, and as I compli- 
mented him on his pronunciation and 
choice of expression, he proceeded to teQ 
me some of his adventures, when he tra- 
velled in England, and presently recurred 
to the subject of the two ladies. One of 
them he intended soon to lead to the altar, 
the other who was her relation, he once 
had loved, and as she had a very good heart, 
he respected her still. She had too good 
and tender a hearl, he said, and was unable 
to resist its influence ; that was her misfor- 
tune. She had been led to marry an old 
■man, but not meeting that return of senti- 
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ment she wished, she had parted from hinl« 
and was now living on her own property at 
Maastricht. She had come in compui/ 
with a favorite gentleman of that city, on a 
visit to her friends at Aix, and was now 
retnraing with him. They had both the 
best and tenderest of hearts, and if I would 
not laugh too much, I should find them 
very good companions on the road. He 
left me to go and overtime them. When 
the coach came up, they all four kissed 
each other, and the two lovers returned to 
the city. 

The pair for Maastricht were sprightly 
as larks, and sung their gayest songs. They 
had learned them of the French. The 
gentleman shewed great fondness for the 
lady, and was polite to me as an English- 
man and a stranger. They were both suffi- 
ciently communicative, and were almost as 
candid as their friend at Aix. I learned in 
the course of the day from the lady, that 
the gentleman was a man of gre^ respect- 
ability a^. Maastricht At the hotel to 
which he recommended me, from the con- 
versation at the breakfast table next morn- 
ing, I was taught to believe* he was inn 
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deed, ,in the estimation of the ladies, a 
Romea 

" He bears him like a courtly gentleman. 
And to say truth, Verona brags of him, 
To be a virtuous and well-governed yoath." 

Such Platonism of course you will con- 
demn, and I fully agree with you. I drop 
the subject. My business was not to pass 
judgment upon others, but to observe the 
manners and ways as I went on, ' and to 
relate impartially what I saw. 

The road, as before, lay through a well 
cultivated country, uninclosed. There were 
one or two gentlemen's houses. You may 
smile at me for noticing it, but such things 
are rarities here. CrucifiKes, as usual, are 
erected by the road side, as memorials of 
futh.. I might have stated in my former 
letter, that though the peasants are very 
devout, according to their mode, those who 
carry goods travel on Sundays as much as 
on other days. I was told they had learned 
this of the French. That people, as Mr. 
Pinkerton observes in his Recollections of 
Paris, whatever, political liberty they al- 
iowed, always granted complete moral li- 
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beity, 80 that a man might at all times b« 
as wicked as be pleased, and be thought 
none the worse. 

We had to stop at the frontiers between 
the territories of the King of Prussia and 
the King of the Netherlands, to have our 
luggage examined, hy . a Belgie douanier, 
who was, as usual, in uniform, with a sword 
hy his side. This man, in the exercise of 
his '* brief authority, played no fantastic 
tricks to make the angels weep," and ex- 
pecteid no fee. He was pleased to have an 
opportunity to shew an admiring audience, 
the' English he had learned at Ostend, and 
borrowed of me ibr a few minutes a bank 
note, to explain its nature, and display his 
' knowledge of finance. It gave me pleasure 
tosee the man so easily made happy. It 
was not the first time that travelled men 
had borrowed a bank note for the same 
purpose. ■ 

Maastricht is a most beautiful town, on 
both banks of the Maese. The shops are 
elegant, and appear to do much business. 
The town is strongly fortified. There were 
several battalions of Dutch troops, but 
their numbers were very far from being 
2 
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complete. The town has stood many hard 
sieges. It was formerly occapied as a fron- 
tier garrison town by the Hollanders, and 
part of the neighbouring territory belonged 
to them. 

The old monkish plan of recording im- 
portant dates is still practised. To preserve 
the memory of the overthrow of Bonaparte- 
in 1814, is an inscription in a conspicuous- 
place in the cathedral. 

hoDIe. paroChIanI. CeLebrant. jUbILeUM. 

By taking the trouble of writing down the 
numbers denoted by the long letters, which 
are the Latin numerals, and adding them 
together, you will make out the number 
1814. A good chronogram, besides giving 
the date, ought to express an appropriate 
sentiment. 

The walks along the river above the 
town are interesting, and the boats upon 
it give it aft air of activity. There are 
many iron boats for crossing the river, for 
the use of the garrison. The grand cui^i- 
bsity is the mountain of St. Peter, undef- 
wtiich a person may go through the different: 
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paths, from which stones have been brought 
for more than a mile. 

The cold, within the mountain, even in 
summer, is said to be so severe, that ice 
may be found there. A medical gentleman 
who accompanied me in my walk to it, 
strongly dissuaded my penetrating, as the 
extreme change of climate might probably 
produce a fever, or death. I entered suf- 
ficiently far to feel it become very chilly, 
and prudently hearkened to good advice. 
It is one set-ofiP in my conduct, against 
many perils into which headlong curiosity 
had driven me. I returned, and went in 
the evening with my medical friend to a 
private society. The two chief rules of it 
were, that all the gentlemen should talk 
French, and drink wine. There was no 
newspaper in the house. I did not so 
much wonder at that, as the continental 
newspapers in general are such mere scraps 
of short articles, relating in a meagre stylQ 
past events. There is nothing to excite an 
interest in what is going on, to teach the> 
reader to look forward with anxiety and ex- 
. pectation, on the political game which. U 
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playing, and nothing to assist him in form- 
ing his judgment of the event. They are 
equally void of reflections on the past, to 
enable him to judge of the conduct of the 
actors of the great political drama. In fact» 
they are something to stop thinking, not to 
promote it. They therefore excite little in- 
terest The liberty of printing in Belgium 
is no doubt greater than during the time of 
the French, and some of the pages of the 
Xain Jaune, respecting France, are toler- 
ably bold. Hence it excites interest and 
discussion, and in some towns I have found - 
that paper in a coffee-house, where they 
took in no other. I have no reason to sup- 
pose it was taken in from any political bias, - 
but probably for the same reason, that • 
many London landlords take in an opposi-~ 
tion evening p^er, because unless some- 
thing be shewn to be wrong, there is no 
conversation, and no debate, the house 
falls off in its interest, and the company go 
sonuewhere else. 

There is but little travelling from Maas- 
tricht to Brussels. The diligence was ex- 
tremely inconvenient. My fellow pass^i- -. 
gets yreie officers of the garrison, taid an 
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officer's lady going to Mods. For the firib 
part the road was paved, and very tolerable* 
We passed through villages fortified with 
brick walls. For six or seven miles before 
coming to Tongres, worse road, I ventura 
to believe is not to be found from Calais ta 
Kamtschatka. In fact the passengers, con- 
ductor, and postilions, had to get down 
and- walk, and the poor horses bad enough 
to do after all. At Tongres they did not 
demand our passports as we entered the 
town, bat before we set off, a police officer 
attended to examine them. 

It is a pretty village, with carillons, and 
was formerly the seat of a Bishop. It baa 
the honor of having been considerable 
enough, to have its ruin by Attita recorded 
in the fifth century, ^nd by the Normans in 
tWe ninth. We arrived at St. Trond^ at 
half-past eight. If you look at your map, 
you will see it was madiing but small pro* 
gross from ten in the morning. Aitet waitf 
ing long, at last we had supper hnsught m;. 
we took plenty of time, and when *e had ■ 
finished, I was in hopes of getting on ouD - 
way. I was told, it was impossible, we most 
wait for fthe diligence iroio. Liege. - As.^' 



by Google 



was cold, we went into the kitchen, which 
we ^Kind deserted, and fell asleep by the 
fire. Hour after hour passed away, and no 
diligence from Liege : I grumbled, but no- 
body would assist me. It was no use to 
^umUe alone. At last, at half past two in 
the morning, the Liege diligence arrived : 
it had been detained by laziness, and bad 
roads united. It was full of passengers, who 
AH went on, at least as far as Louvaine. In 
a few minutes, another diligence was got 
for us. It was quite dark, but I looked 
after my p(»i;mfmteau, or it would certainly 
have been left behind. I shall not assert, 
that it would have been left absolutely on 
purpose. We drove oflC Now, for what 
reason had we been detained six hours at 
such a time ? — My dear Sir, the seraet is 
this, the diligence from Maastricht, whichr 
happened to be ftill of passengers that day, 
is very frequently not so. The same is the 
case with the diligence from Liege. They 
therefore wait until the Liege diligence 
eomes to St. Trond, where the roads meet, 
and put ^1 the passengers in one. If there 
be too many, they get an extra-vehicle. 
Such are the arruigements for travelling; 
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and wick the, paiieoce and mdlfferttMe to 
htm of time in the peoplej if they can but 
save a few francs. 

We went through an open^ weU-cultivaCed 
«>untry« and came to Louvdne. What shall 
I tdl you of this beuitiful town ? — Thali it 
ccmtains fifteen thousand people ; and that 
I had drank of its beer a£ Antwerp, and at 
Amsterdam ? — That it has a central school* 
and aschoolof Law and of Medidner^— That 
a brick-wall is its sole defence, and a Dutdn 
ganiBon is stationed these ?— The name of 
Xx>uivaane surely excites higher expectia- 
tions. That &r-famed seat of the Musea 
is not to be passed by as a common meiv 
cantiletown. But, alas! I came more than 
a.score of years too late; or, may the- well- 
known, benevol^t and enlightened views of 
» Fatherly Sovereign authorize me; to aay, 
J came cme year too soon. The buildinga 
<^ its splendid colleges still remain ; but iH 
is the body without the souL Ccoifidrat 
hope was: entertained, that they would again 
be opened as seminaries of learning fmd 
tbrt Bdgium might again hiH^e to boast of 
its University of Louvaine. 

Thne were ibnoerly many coll^est.foE 



by Google 



UKiTERSIT* OF LOUVAINE. SG7 

Birinit^ chiefly, and for various other 
branches of learning also. The professors 
and students got involved in politics, and 
by their too violent opposition to the mea- 
sures of the Emperor Joseph 11. had the 
colleges dissolved, or tranferred to other 
places. The conquest of the country by 
the French, confirmed and completed what 
the Austrians had done ; and the funds 
which supported the university, were ap- 
plied to less noble purposes. To supply 
means of education, the Gallic conquerors 
erected Lycea, in the great cities i and these' 
we in feet the colleges, which now exist,' 
although' some alterations have b^n tmule' 
since the change of government. At Brus- 
sels they ^ve aWay the same printed pros- 
pectus ab formerly, with a few alterations 
by the pen, one of which is two ink lines 
cbrawii througb Imperuiit and ^o^al wtittea 
abbve, instead. 

Whiefa th6 University of Louvaine existed' 
m its' gjory, the students came to it from 
all parts of the Netherlands ; and there was' 
a college for the reception of the DUti^ ; 
aiiotker for the Irish \ fuid one for this Sa- 
voyards. Latin was the liuiguage usiu^y* 
X 2 
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spoken, and. in which instruction was com- 
municated. Two years sufficed for com- 
pleting the course of Philosophy, Logict 
Mathematics, &c. There were many bur- 
saries on the foundation, sufficient to main- 
tain poor students ; and these, as usual, were 
the persons who distinguished themselves 
, for their learning. Their course of philo- 
sc^fay being completed, the students now 
selected their professions. The greater part 
embraced that of the Church, and pursued , 
theological studies ; others studied the 
Lawj others Medicine. Three years, or 
less, were deemed enough for being quali- 
fied for either of the three professions. 

The arguments employed in favor of 
estaUishing Louvaine as an University, in 
addition to the veneration with which the 
old remember the place of their education, 
are the emulation likely to be produced 
both in the students and professors, and. 
the advantages of studying, away from the 
busde and vice of a great city, in a quiet 
remote country town. 

At present, in Belgium, there is no place , 
for studying" the Mathematics 'and Philo-. 
sop}iy, except the colleges, in which, the 
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course is given, in such a manner, as to 
coincide with the period usually employed 
in acquiring the Latin and Greek, or about 
six years. These sciences cannot therefore 
be acquired by any, except by those who 
receive, at the colleges, the whole of their 
liberal education. 

In a Latin oration, published this year at 
Brussels, i>n the subject of the restoration of 
the University of Louvaine, by a medicd 
gentleman of endless titles, there are very 
heavy accusations against the present me- 
dical schools, and the pupils they send forth 
into practice. Annually Louvaine used 
to complete the education of above forty 
medical men, and in the last twenty-four 
years would at that rate have furnished nine 
hundred and sixty. " What" says the orator, 
" has supplied this defect ? What hath 
filled up this immense vacuum? Nothing, 
except some impertinent men, nominally 
Curing, but in reaUty slaying. Nothing, 
except some who have bought their Di- 
ploma in some academical work-shop, ra- 
ther than deserved it. Nothing, except 
some foreign and strange pla^rs, all con- 
tending for the sad reward of slaughter. 
X 3 
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Nothing, except victim^ snatched ^y theif' 
audacious ignorwce, and rasl^ t^arii^ &piQ 
the land of the living, t^efore tj^eir day : 
the bitter tears of iHends and surviving 
kindred : the lamentations of the fiick, con- 
tinually going by a perverse tf eatraent, as 
is well known to me, from a sm^l di^^p 
to a greater ; the profound grpans of tl^ ose 
who, instead of approaching ^o health, ^e 
day by day approaching nearer to the to|nh?'* 
The orator goes on to say, that if Belgium, 
like aadent Rome, were to banish all 8uc]i 
Physicians, it would only rob the sepul* 
chres, it would advance population, ^d 
spare the purse. 

It would appear irpi^ his account, that 
we might very justly apply to the medical 
tribe the words of IJprace — 

*< Ambubuamm CoUegia, Fharmacc^laef 
Meodid, Minwi Balatrones, hoc genus o|niie 
Moestum ac soUidtum est" 

The old gentleman should have added, 
what was in his eyes, very probably their 
greatest crime, that the Fhysiciaas of the 
■^ew School had taken away the patients of 
the liceutiates of Louvaine. It is never- 
theless generally understood, that the me* 
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cUcal art is very deficient. But no e!Btid> 
lidunent can advance the medical pupils to 
diat degree of knowledge which is neces- 
suy, or stimulate the exertions of tlie pnu> 
titioners, whilst two francs are thought % 
sufficient fee fw a physician at Mussels, and 
sixty centimes enough for a Sui^n in » 
country town. 

When the Medical Sc&ool at Ijouvaine i» 
again established, it will be necessary to 
pursue the studies in a very cU&mnt manneF 
from what was the case formerly. Ana- 
tomy was formerly miser^ly neglected. 
So very deficient was the instruction in 
this branch, so necessary particularly to the 
Surgeon, that even the puiegyrist of Lon- 
vaine acknowledges, that a whole year has 
passed without a subject being l£ud on the 
dissecting table. TTie facility with which 
subjects for dissection may be obtained at a 
reasonable price in a large city, must give it 
an advantage, as a Medical School, above 
an inferior town. Hence, in London, 
where for four guineas each, as many sub-> 
jects may be obtained as may be required. 
Anatomy is prosecuted with morc^ facility 
dum in any other place in the kingdom. 
X 4 
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At Louvaine tfiere is a hospital :(or:the 
sick. 

llie creation of an University, not in th& 
monkish plan of former times, but under 
the direction of enlightened and scientific 
men, will be a real blessing to Belgium^ 
and add a ray of glory to that worthy fa- 
mily which now guides their affairs. I 
have nothing farther to add to this letter, 
except, that I had a most delightful jour- 
T^ey Scorn Louvune to Mussels. 
I am, 

&c &c 
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LETTER XXIL 



Mt dear Sib, 

My journey had now brought me back to 
Brussels a second time, and as I had suf- 
ficiently gratified my curiosity be&re, I had 
nothing &rther to do, than to go to the po- 
lice office, to have my passport backed for 
Paris. Hiere is no French signature re- 
quired. I took my place for Mons, and 
went off by six in the morning. The dili- 
gence was comfortable, and the road good. 
Like the rest of Belgium, the country is 
the richest com land in the world. My 
fellow passengers pointed out the road by 
which 22,000 of the English army marched 
to the field of battle of Waterloo. The 
events of l^t ever-memorable day were 
the subjects of conversation, and many 
anecdotes were related of individual officers, 
who were personally known. We break- 
fasted at Hal, where the landlady spok& 
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English, and had aa English card of 
address. 

I had time to step in and see the church- 
It was literally crowded, mostly with pear 
sants in their blue 8mo<^ frocks, who had 
come to market. This church was, in former 
days, highly celebrated as a place of devo- 
tion, and the prayers offered up at it, were 
supposed to be heard mth unusual att^ti- 
tion. Justus Lipsius, a learned doctor of 
Louvaine, wrote a tre^ise in Latin, en- 
titled " Hallensis Virgo," a coUecticm of the 
great mirades peribrmed by Gitd in this 
place, on the Intercession of the * Virgin, 
In the present day, the prayers are perhaps 
offered up with rather less ialth, and accord- 
in^y are not so readily answered. 

By three in the afternoon we arrived at 
Mons, which has an earth wall, and a ditdh 
round it, but which would afibrd but a 
small obstacle to an en^my. 

After dinner I walked over the town-, 
and made my guide take me to two or 
three houses, where I hoped to see a news- 
paper. I did not succeed. A garrison, 

* Les Delices des Fais-Ba*. 
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said to be ^OiOO strong, was stationed in 
the town. In the payment of the tax for 
patents, it \» reckoned a town of the fourth 
laaki and is said to have a population of 
about 20,000. It is very handsome and 
pleasant 

'Die cathedral is splendid. The great 
altar was set round wiUi most beauti&l 
huirels in boxes, and so covo^ with white 
dothj that only the leaves were to be seen. 
There were many Madonnas and but few 
jcmcifixes. The same is the case on this 
road. The good taste of the Belgians pre- 
^X9, instead of seeing a human 6gui« in 
the agpny of distress, to look on a beauti- 
ful young woman, inter^ting as a moibi&i, 
with a larely h^e in her arms. 

Mons has a consequence beyond wh«t 
the mere number of its inhabitants would 
entitle it to- It is the chief town of the 
province of Hainault, and the seat of the 
proviacial Government and States. There 
is in tfaue town a large foundling ho8^tfvl> 
which I went to see, having omitted it in 
all the other towns. The mode of receiv- 
ing the children is very conveniently con- 
trived, to spare ^e feelings of the poor 
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parents. A sort of trough is fastened in 
the great wooden gate, which revolves on a 
pivot ; the child is put into the trough on 
the outside, and the beU rung. The ser- 
vants come and whirl the trough round, 
without opening the gate to see who has 
left the child; they take it into the hospital, 
and the parent has no more trouble with it 
A considerable number are probably illegi- 
timate, and it is considered a humane in- 
stitution, both in preventing the murder of 
the children, and saving the exposure of 
the mother. 

In this town I observed bills placarded 
about the streets, imnouncing to the in- 
habitimts the nomination of deputies from 
the Provincial States, to administer the laws 
which concerned the local interests of the 
province. This simple act of the Gtovem- 
ment was in these bills praised and extolled 
in terms which more resembled the incense 
offered to despotic power, than the lan- 
guage of a free people Under the former 
Government, the authorities were so accus- 
tomed to this styl^ that they on all occa- 
sions used it as a matter of courae. 

Next morning at ^ht I set out for 
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Cambray. The road lay near the scene of 
t^e battle of Jemappe, gained by the French 
in the early days of their revolution. All 
over this neighbourhood are coal pits, 
which supply a great part of Bel^um» and. 
the North of France. Waggons with cpals 
are what are chiefly to be seen on the road. . 
This is an immense advantage to the coun- 
try. Even at Cambray, an officer, who of 
course is out a good deal, may have fidng 
for 3 or 4 &ancs a month. At Paris the . 
charge for wood is 3 francs a day at an 
, hotel, and not much is given after all. 

When we arrived at the village nearest 
tiie frontier, the coach stopped, and a ' 
Bdlgic douanier demanded, if we had any 
thing to declare, which had to pay duty. 
He did not open my portmanteau. In 
about half a mile we crossed a little brook, 
and were stopped again at the French 
custom-house. I had no cause to com- 
plain, for they were civil enough, and did 
little more than just look into my portman- 
teau. To save the delay of having the same 
thing done four times more in the course of 
the day, the passengers had their luggage 
plumbed, which is done by tying a cord 
12 
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t^iit the pbrttnulteau, tetid putting th«' ts^o 
eb'ds through a piece of lead, which is ham- 
mered togethei* and stamped. It is im- 
possible to get at the things, without cutting 
the cord. In addition to this, they give a 
certificate, that this plumbing was done at 
the custom-house. They demand a franc 
fcfe plumbing, of course something extra is 
^ven for civility. I saW them pierce the 
coal waggons with long iron rods, to dis- 
cover if there was any thing concealed. 

We soon arrived near Valenciennes. 
My British feelings were delighted in view- 
ing on a field near the town, a regiment of 
our brave warriors on the parade. Another 
lay encamped on the outworks. Just as we 
got clear of the douaniers, the fifth regi- 
ment b^an their march across ^e draw- 
bridge, and we had to stop and see them 
pass. They mustered very strong, they 
said fourteen hundred men. It was a truly 
gratifying sight to view the manly counte- 
nances, and masculine figures of the British 
warriors, and their soldier-like plain uni- 
forms, after seeing so long the fopperies of 
foreign troops. 

When we got inside the gate, there was: 
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another tedious delay from the police 
officers, who were long in examining die 
passports. The brave soldiers on guard 
cune near, and were anxious to be informed 
dtmut the state of afibirs at home. They 
expressed their readiness and deure, to 
have another Waterloo. There were not 
many troops in the town, as the most part 
had been sent out to encamp over the 
country near the villages. Cossack, Pn»- 
gian, Saxon, and Danish uniforms, were 
som^imes to be seen. 

I had an hour and a half to walk abtnit 
the town before dinner, to view the tr^ 
mendous strength of the fortific^ions. 

On leaving the town, we had another ex- 
amination of the dommiers, md anoth» 
still, a little farther on. There are maay 
English people along this road on business 
with the army. Horsemen are stationed 
at diflferent places, to be ready to formu-d 
the military post-bag. I saw Cossacks 
sitting, seemingly domesticated, who were 
talking the luiguage of the country. They 
are rather favorites with the people, as they 
are easily satisfied in regard to lod^gs. 
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In &ct they say they lie down along with 
their horses, and are very well contented. 

The whole country is open, with very 
little wood, and is well cultivated. The 
soil is not so productive as . in Belgium. 
Though not hilly, there is sufficient variety 
to afibrd a prospect I should never be 
thoroughly reconciled to Belgium on ac- 
count of its flatness. There has been much 
damage done to the hay crop this season, 
and a French commissary, who travelled 
with us, complained much of the vast addi- 
tional expense, the French government had 
been put to, in procuring hay and oats for 
the cavalry of the army of occupation. 

When we came to the gate of Cambray, 
we had another visit from the douaniers, 
and as we were kept waiting,, a mfui came ' 
out carrying a cross, a priest followed, then 
four boys carrying the corpse, they said, of 
a boy ; a white cloth adorned with artificial 
flowers was thrown over it Then came 
four young girls in white carrying another 
corpse, adorned in a similar manner, which 
they sudwas that of a girl; then other four 
girls carrying a third onpse, which they 



by Google 



^. CAMBKAT. ^1 

sud was that of a girl also. A dozen of 
people in their working clothes followed. 
The girls went along laughing, and seemed to 
make a holiday business of it; and the whole 
seemed an ill-got-up farce. We at last got 
dear of the douuitersi and having entered 
the gate, miderwent the inspection of our 
passports. This was now the fifth time, in 
about thirty miles, in which the douaniers 
examined the coach. They are equally 
strict with the soldiers of the garrison, if 
they suspect they have got any thing, and 
the military commanders are said to be very 
rigid, preventing the soldiers even firom 
obtaining smuggled tobacco for their owrt 
use. 

At Cambray, I felt again extreme satis- 
laction in seeing the British Guards. It was 
a feeling totally abstracted Irom all politi- 
cal considerations of the advantage, or dis- 
advantage of the Army of Occupation. But 
very few of our troops were there, the most 
of them having been sent out to encamp in 
the country. The wet season has been ex- 
tremely unfavourable for this part of mili- 
tary discipline. 

The fortifications of Cambray are the moat 
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iateresting thing to be seen about Uie town ; 
and to a Briton, it is a matter of proud ex- 
ultation, to view its strong citadet in the 
possession of our Guards. Our men there 
are much delighted with their pr^ent situ^ 
atioD, and their pay going more than twice 
as far as at home, they can live in a very 
great degree of comfort. Their situati(Hi 
is infinitely superior to that of the poor 
Belgic soldier, who has his clothes uid ra- 
tions found him, and has every five days 
only a half franc, or five-pence, to spend at 
his pleasure. That was the. account I was 
told by differ^it Belgian soldiers, and gen-<- 
donai of whom I enquired. A French 
soldier has only four-pence a day, unless 
the pay be rused, as was tajked of, to half 
a fi*anc No wonder all oth^r troops should, 
envy the British soldier in fVance. 

I could see but little the ffrst evening»i 
but as the coach did not set tint next day 
till two in the aflemo<Hi, there was more 
than abundant time for an active man, who 
chose to employ U. Betwixt eight and nine 
in the morning, I took a walk with a guule 
to see the churches. There were twelve be- 
ftHre the revolution. The ruins of some of 
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the princip^ may be seen, covering with 
the stones a large space of ground. In 
Cambray, as in other towns, the churches 
have been applied to profane purposes, 
as some are now stables, or hay-lofts, 
others axe coach-houses and coal-houses. 
There are only two churches remaining at 
Cambray, for a population of 6ftem thou- 
sand inhabitants. The greater pa^ o£ th^ 
pictures and ornaments are gone. At prayers 
between eight and nine, I counted in ihe 
first church nearly one hundred, and in the 
cathedral about thirty.* My guide took 
notice of the small number, and said ." Vo^a 
M. leg vieiilesfemmet" What a sad falling 
off this is, instead of Uie crowds which, in a 
Belgic town, about the same hour, are en- 
gaged tn Uie duties of devotion ! 

Of crucifixes erected by the road side, I 
had seen only one ; and that was soon a&ev 
crossing the frontier. The only other re- 
ligious memorial I saw without doors in 
France, was a laige crucifix not far from 



* Hie cathedral is the Bmaller of the two. The old 
cathedral in which Fenelon was buried, was destroyed 
ddring tbe revdtution. 
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the point of the pier at Dieppe. That one 
I understood to be of very recent erection. 

It was a truly rich treat to find at Cam- 
bray two reading rooms* in which were the 
English and Paris newsp^ers; the Edin- 
burgh, Quarterly, and Monthly Reviews ; 
the New Monthly Magazine, Literary Pa- 
norama, and some others. The Morning 
Chronicle, which is not to be seen at Paris, 
is to be found here Our brave officers, as 
wdl as their countrymen at home, do not 
like to be led blindfolded in their loyalty, 
and must hear both sides of the question, 
The military post-office enables them to get 
what publications they please ; and the 
Fi^noh aulhorities cannot interfere with it. 
Th<e subscription to the reading-room is 
30 francs for six months ; 6 francs for one 
' month ; and half a franc for one sitting. 
Tliere was a temporary wooden theatre 
erected for the performance of pUys, by 
the amateurs of the garrison. 

I had paid 18 francs for my place from 
Brussels to Cambray ; from that town to 
St. Quintin, I paid 7 francs ; from St. Quin- 
tin to Paris I paid 23 francs ; in all, 48 francs, 
from Brussels to' Paris, or 2/. If txav^Iiog 
11 . 
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be leas rapid than in England, it is less' 
expensive. After what I had gone through, 
I was. more than pleased with all the ar- 
rangnnents. There are many h^f-pay 
officers settled at Cambray and Valen- 
ciennes. They are there in a scene in 
which they delight, and their half-pay 
enables them to live in some sort of com- 
fort 

The country beyond Cambray is well 
cultivated. Poppies are a very comimon 
crop in France. An oil is extracted from 
them^ useiiil in the manufacture of cloth. 
The peasants continue to wear, as in Bel- 
gium, the blue smock frocks. I noticed a 
'plough o£ one handle and two wheels^ 
drawn by three horses. 

The moat wonderful thing to be seen in 
' the whole way is the canal, completed, but 
not commenced, by the late ruler, to join 
together the navigation of the Somme and 
the Scheldt. For about a league and a 
half it is cut in a tunnel under ground, 
and the end of the tunnel ^proaches close 
to the road ; the coach stops, and there aie 
people ready, who immediately fix* on th« 
English, to <^er their kind services to con^ 
T 3 
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duct them. The winding path descends 
through a plantation of trees, and the view 
of the tunnel is beautiful. The light at the 
farther end, seen in a straight line, seems 
close at hand. Men have to drag the barges 
through the tunnel, and carry torches to 
guide them through. Several barges ge- 
nerally go in company. It is said, the 
Spanish prisoners were employed in dig- 
ging the canal, and I was shewn t^eir pri- 
son now in ruins. I observed to the French 
Gentlemen with whom I travelled, that it 
was more honourable and praise-worthy in 
their late ruler, to have finished that noble 
canal, than to have gained his most splendid 
victories.. They assented, and seemingly 
with painful regret, that the fruit of all 
these victories was now no more. 

It was dark before we got to St Quintin. 
We could see it had two walls and two 
ditches, like Cambray and Valencieimes. 
When we got to the middle of the town, 
the guard examined our passports. Hav- 
ing found there w^ a countryman of our 
-own in the other coach, that came lip with 
)is, attracted by that feeling which we ex- 
perience only on foreign groraid, I went to 
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take my place for Paris to join with him. 
They demanded thirty franca, but I told 
them I would ^ve no more than twenty- 
three, the usual fare ; they bowed and as- 
sented to it. We went to supper. There 
were many dishes, but except soup, nothing 
I could taste. Every thing was as far as . 
possible from nature, boiled, broiled, fried, 
roasted, five times more than was neces- 
sary, and all floating in sauces of some 
sort or other. Not even potatoes could be 
had as nature produced them. They must 
be cut each into ten or twelve pieces, and 
be brought on covered with sauce, or butter 
about them, that I could make no use of 
them. Our countryman, whom I had 
joined, a field-officer who had been long in 
the country, was as unable to make a supper 
as I was. We, therefore, ordered eggs to 
be boiled, and happily the shells protect 
them from the barbarities of French cook- 
ing, and with these, bread and butter, fiuit 
and wine, we made a comfortable meal. 
I know a gentleman whose culinary curio- 
sity led him to accomplish what I should 
be loath to undertake. He took the bill of 
y4 
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fare of a rettmirateur at Paris, and ordered 
four or five new dishes every day to dinner. 
Ill the course of a month, he made his way 
to the end of the bill. I would sooner be . 
induced to take a draught from every bot^ 
tie in an apothecary's shop. 

When we got into the coach, we found 
we had for companions two gentlemen, 
who completely belied the common opinion 
of Frenchmen being spare and slender. No 
couple of Whitechapel butchers could have 
exceeded them in corpidence and fat. To 
preserve the balance, one sat on the one 
seat, and the other on the other. Just as 
we got out of the town, a lady came to the 
road side to enter the coach. When she 
got in, she attempted to sit between myself 
and her countryman, but sat-h was his size, 
that she complained mightily of the pressure. ; 
The gentleman endeavoured to apologiz^ 
by alledging the impossibility of our sex : 
reducing our size, when overgrown and 
imcomely. This produced much laughing. 
The lady moved to the other seat, and the 
gentleman then began to make love to her, 
and in a very short while, a marriage was 
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struck up, whidi the parties said, Uiey 
"would celebrate at Paris. I had seen such 
stage-coach marriages before, and was not 
surprised. Our loving Frenchman now 
feel asleep, and began rolling about like an 
immense hogshead of porter, so that I was 
a good deal in fear. Happily a priest came 
to join us, whose spare figure just filled up 
the vacant space, and being now all com- 
fortable, we fell asleep, and so remained 
until we entered Noyon. We here shewed 
our passports. We had to quit our dill-, 
gence, and had to wait about half an hour, 
or three quarters, until the other diligence 
was ready. There was quite sufficient ligl^ 
to shew us, that we had no great loss in 
not having time to view Noyon. 

The only interest it possesses, is in hav- 
ing been the birth-place of one of those 
great men, whose exertions had consider- 
able influence in changing the face of Eu- 
rope, and introducing, in the course of 
events, superior knowledge and liberty. 
Here the great and learned John Calvin 
first drew his , breath ; a name revered in 
his day by the Protestants, and respected by 
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the Catholics. No man ever suffered more 
than h^ amongst posterity, by the indis- 
creet use, which has been made of some of 
his opinions by his followers. I take the 
liberty of quoting here a few lines from 
the great critical work of the learned Father 
Richard Simon, priest of the Oratory. 

** Au rest€f Calvin ayatU V esprit fort deoi^ 
on trouve dans tons »e» commeniaires sur 
recriture, un je ne fcay quay qui plait 
etabordt et comme il s'ettoit principalement 
applique a connoiire VHomme, il a rempli 
set livres, d'une morale qui touches et il tache 
mesme rendre $a morale Jtiste^ et conforme a 
son texte." Histoire Critique du Vieux 
Testament. 

A liberal mind, like thitf of Father Simon, 
knew how to respect talents and sincerity 
'■ -in a man of an opposite persuasion. Cal- 
tin's bust is shewn at Paris in the Museum 
of French Monuments, as that of one 
who has done distinguished honor to the 
country. 

It was about half past six when I awoke. 
I found we were coming down the side of 
a hill, which was covered with vineyards. 
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Th« vines were low, and loc^Eed like Fr«ich 
beans at first We soon arrived at Com- 
piegne, beautifully ntuoted on the banks of 
the river Oise. As we passed along the 
side of die forest, we saw hundreds of 
squirrels running about the foot of the 
trees, wid enjoying themselves in perfect 
security. 

We went on to La Croix St. Ouen to 
breakfast, and had the pleasureof seeing that 
that meal, which in former days in our own 
country was composed of meat and strong 
beer, was still not trifled with amongst our 
neighbours. The priest ordered veal cutlets, 
and half a bottle of wine, and seemed much 
to enjoy so substantial a repast. The 
worthy landlady would receive nothing 
from him, but she reimbursed herself by a 
douUe chfu*ge on her two English guests. 
The pleasant and agreeable old gentlem^i 
.had however no hand in that His dress 
was coarse, indicating the extreme poverty 
in which the clergy are kept He wore on 
his breast a cross of St Louis, which is a 
privilege very easily granted, and is sought 
not unii-equently by those, who by such a 
disfday of loyalty hope to forward their 
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views of promotion. The reverend gentile- 
man informed us, he was going to Paris to 
apply for a pension, as he had lost much 
property by the revolution. I hope he had 
success, at the same time the government 
IB so poor at present, that many meritorious 
persons must submit to very severe pri-? 
vations. 

We dined at Senlis. At this place we 
had several instances of the petty attempts at 
cheating, too general in France. In adding 
up our bill, they made it a franc more than 
they ought. We had paid for inside places, 
yet the conducteur came to us wishing to 
persuade us to sit outside with him, saying 
the air was pleasant, &c. We declined it, 
and he th^n wished us to go in a one horse 
cabriolet The seat was not so good as 
what we had, but we consented. They 
then told us when we were about to set off, 
it was usual to pay 10 francs each at Paris, 
for f»>nducteiur, &c. but when we demurred 
to do so, after what we had already giv^i, 
they said 2 francs each would do. When 
we were a little way from the inn, the 
driver wished to take in more passengers, 
but as three persons were quite enough for 
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a poor horse over a paved road, we would 
not allow him. With all this there was a 
civility of manner, that was not displeasing; 
and not the least vexation or shame was 
manifested at not succeeding. 

I may here remark, that in this town, as 
well as in almost every town I was in 
throughout the journey through France, 
bills were stuck up, informing the public of 
the judgment passed upcm some persons for 
seditious cries and expressions. 

We were now coming near Paris, but saw 
nothing in the appearance of the country to 
indicate that a great capital was nigh. There 
was not one vehicle for thirty usually met on 
a London road. Close to the very suburbs, 
there were no country houses or ornamented 
grounds, but open cultivated fields without 
hedges. We had a visit at the barriers 
from a douanier, who finding we were 
English, and therefore knowing the almost 
impossibility of our having brought any 
thing contraband so far, did not trouble 
himself to examine our luggage. He how- 
ever looked into the cabriolet, to see that 
we had no gunpowder. This they invari- 
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ably do to all vehldes. We then went 
forward, and took up our residence in the 
great ca^utal of pleasure. I may here there- 
fore conclude this letter. 

I am. 

Sec &c. 
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LETTER XXIIL 

Mt dear Sir* 
As you and all the world are so well ac- 
quainted with the principal objects of cu- 
riosity at Fatis, I hope I shall; be excused 
if I decline attempting to give you any ac- 
count of them. There is enough to occupy 
voluBies, uid many volumes have been writ- 
ten on the subject There being so much 
to anmse, in spending the time at Parisi 
and sa many gratifications at an easy rate, 
'the idle of all countries are attracted to it> 
as to their proper home. An old Swiss 
gentleman at the hotel I put up at, had 
come to Ffu-ts ten years ago to reside a 
month, but he has never yet left it since, 
and probably never will. There are many 
in a similar situation. 

The great public library open to whoever 
will enter and read ; the Botanic garden 
stored with plants of all climates, with beasts 
tmd bird» ; die Museum of French Monu- 
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menta ; the Museum of Natural History 
and lectures by able professors, open to all 
the world* furnish occupation to the stu- 
dious and scientific. The garden of the 
Thuilleries and of the Luxembourg, and 
the walks on the Boulevards, or in the 
Champs Elys^es, at once furnish health, 
and amusement to the young and to the 
old. Theatres of every sort, the Palais 
Royal, coffee houses in which are music 
andsinging, gardens for refreshments, where 
are rope dancing and other attractions, the 
garden of Tivoli for dancing, fire-works, 
&C. ; gardens for puppet shows ; and dan- 
cing in various parts of the town, aSSbid a 
more active enjoyment for every rank of 
the people. Amusement seems the chief 
business. The government takes care to 
procure every thing to keep the mind fix>m 
politics. Let a man avoid that topic, and 
in what miy he not indulge ? A very plea- 
sant, and at the same time innocent and 
cheap amusement, much in favor with 
the Parisians, is to walk on the Boulevards 
of an evening. All the world seems to be 
there. A party comes and sits down on 
the chairs Uiat are standing on eadi side, 
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ah<3 pay a penny a chair. They remain as 
long as they please, an hour or two hours, 
they breathe the open air, and converse to- 
gether, or with those who happen to be near, 
and look at the passing crowd. 

The Paris theatres are numerous, and 
are always kept open. They are no way 
comparable in elegance or grandeur to Co- 
, vent Garden or Drury Lane. The French 
ideas of unity of place occasion the same 
scene to be presented to the eye during the 
whole performance. Our countrymen yawn 
out the time, but in vain seek for varied 
gratification to the eye, or for the mental 
enjoyment produced by the unrivalled ta- 
lents of an O'Neill. The French have no 
right to look for the same refinement and 
delicacy of feeling, from the treatment 
shewn to their distinguished female per- 
formers J .whilst in England, people of the 
"first rank and talents in the country vie in 
•private society, in offering every mark of 
respect and esteem to extraordinary merit. 
There is a reading-room at a bookseller's 
in the Rue Vivienne, with English news- 
papers on the ministerial side, 'and also 
reviews and magazines. An English news- 



byGoogle 



3SS HOTEL DBS IHVALIDS. 

paper is also published at Paris by this 
bookseller. 

In viewing the great public huidings «ui 
institutions, and in mingling in the world, 
and becoming for a while, as far as prp- 
priety would admit, a real Parisian, there 
was enough to occupy the whole time that 
I chose to remain. The Ecole Militaire is 
s^ut up and the pupils dismissed, so that 
it was not to be seen. The great Hotel des 
Invalids, which may faii^, be compared to 
om: Greenwich, Hospital, though I do not 
thiok superic^, is open, as usual, but the 
most interesting part, the models of most 
of the fortresses in Europe, is not to be 
viewed, but by making interest in a higher 
quarter than a stranger will generally think 
it worth the trouble to attempt The Prus- 
sians when they were at Paris, very pro- 
perly destroyed all the models that were 
there of Prussian fortresses, that die French 
might have no aid irom them, if ever they 
should have again to besiege their tpwns. 
The beautiful gardens of the Luxembourg 
are open, but the palace is shut. The pic- 
tures were removing to the gallery of the 
Louvre, That collection of the woiks of 
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art will be again opened for public &&- 
mrasion, when the naked V^fdl^ sttH oincd 
more adorned. 

The same attention is shewn to gratify th^ 
curiosity of strangers that has always characv 
terised the Fretich tiation. At Versailles, 
at Grand and Petit Trianon, and at St. 
Cloud are servants in the rbyal livery, to 
shew the apartments and gardens of theiSe 
palaces. They are dttetitive, and thoir^ 
they accept any remurierEttiMi bffered th^tfi, 
make no display of demanding it. 6ttf 
countrymen are frequeiltly^ seen at th^se 
places. 

In going from one piiblk ;^lace to int^ 
ther, where there is juSt reahdn to expede 
to see the eijuipages of the Frehch nobility 
and gentry, AA Englishman is sili^rised 
that scarcely any iri^ce theiir appeardnde. 
I do not know that' I saW above ten' or 
twelve in a'Wh'dle day. Fe* large fbrtmiris^ 
compared with England' or Holland, ai4 
possessed by itidividiials, and in the inhU" 
merable revolutions which have taken pliui^ 
within the' last twenty-five years, prudence 
may have dictated the propriety of avoids 
ing all uttnecessaKy'display of wealth. The 
z 2 
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hackney coaches wiUi two horses* and with 
one, are far more numerous than 'in Lon- 
don. I have seen numbers neulj as high 
as 3000. They are kept very clean and 
comfortable. For one fare, if it should be 
from one end of Paris to another^ the 
charge is a franc aad a half: if engaged by 
time, the charge is two francs the first 
hour, and a franc and a half every hour 
after. If a person mean to make several 
calls, it is best to shew the driver his watch 
and pay by the time ; otherwise for every 
stoppage there would be a fresh fare of a 
franc and a half. The drivers are extremely 
civiL The narrowness of the streets, their 
dirtiness, and want of a footpath, render 
walking in winter and in wet weather, next 
to impossible for females. This is one main 
cause of the number of coaches. 

Religion is but little in v<^ue at present. 
In the church of Notre Dame des Victoires, 
I counted about eighty people on Sunday 
between ten and eleven. There were five- 
or six priests employed in ihe service. In 
fact, how can the churches be full, when 
the people are employed either in business 
or in diversion. Very many of the shops 
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are kept open, and if they have not th& 
shutters down, the door is open, and people 
are in the way to sell, if required. 

TTie national guard is generally exercised 
on Sunday, during the time of the morn- 
ing service, and then parades through the 
towns in the provinces, with music and 
colours flying. These corps consist of the 
principal men of property, llieir helmets, 
arms, accoutrements, and uniforms are very 
beautiful. 

I went in one day, and saw the baptism 
service performed in the cathedral of Notre 
Dame. Several of the party were engaged 
in gallantry and intrigue, the pri^t read 
the services with a velocity not to be sur- 
passed, and it was hard to say whether he 
or the people manifested less respect for 
what they were engaged in. Things will 
perhaps improve in this respect, and there 
is much need of it. As for die Sunday a& 
ternoon, it has, from time immemorial, been 
devoted to amusement Theatres, public 
gardens, &c. are then more frequented than 
ever. That is pretty much the case in all 
Catholic countries. 

z 3 
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Th?^P are three * Protestant churches ; I 
attended divipe service at that of St. Joseph, 
in the Rve St^r Ifonore. It was quite full 
pf pepple, wl^o sat on chairs regularly ar- 
r^g^ ^^ rows. 4- young ™^ '^^ ^^ desk 
T^^ p^ft of the service, and the dergym^ 
^n the pulpit read the rest He wore * 
Fresbyt^i^n gown and bands. Tliere was 
a gppd qrgan. The preacher spoke extem- 
pore) afi^ was very animated in his delivery; 
he commanded the attention of his au- 
dience. Tl^e service began at twelve aoid 
en^ed fc^efbre two. I was told by the Swiss 
gentleman alre^y mentioned,, who regu- 
Ijarly attexfds, that there w^ no, ot^fa; ser- 
v^cjB tl^e ^hole weel£< 

Iq this church I s^^ s^ve^al ifipp ift geq-: 
te^ miliary uniforms, ^it^ t^p epauletjtes, 
s^nc^was happy tfi thinlf; there were French 
ojfficers, i^Q Tel^i,oi)s. Qq m^ing inqi^, 
I found they belpipiged ijp, the ^ Cpnt 
Sjuis^es," who. are ei?:\j49ye4 ^I^oftt th^ 
pjalace^ ^d are nea^ tJ^ Ring's, cpjach itpi 
at^ pKhces^ioijis, ]f)^e ^e Enghsfi Afcf- 

* Eustace's Letter. 
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There is a cohsiderable number df our 
conhtrytnen at Paris, but I do not believe 
that they amount to one-third of what i^ 
usually stated ; and I know no one abroad 
who does not ilgree with me. Otar news- 
papers are full of very unfounded lamenta- 
tions on this head. The French pblicb 
might easily state thfe number, but if it be 
the interest of the French to encourage 
Englishmen to come bver^ they are not 
very likely to diniiriiiH the attraction, by 
contradicting exagger^ed statements. Of 
those who come ovfer, the greater part gra- 
tiiy their curiosity and return. Few wffl 
pembanently settle unless compelled by 
« tts angustm dothV* Th'6 main secfet of 
Kvmg economically is lowering the rank 
and Style of living amongst strangers, bfr- 
low what the feeling^ of incKViduids would 
alPdw thenfi to d6 at home. Henc6 it Is 
tK^ Aiese' p^sons applaud as chea^; at . 
BVtli^els and Paris, articles which i^^hl! b^ 
had Ib^ less perhaps In the i^elghbourhobd 
of Gh^vehor Square, h\xi which thej^ ax4i 
too ^rdud to Search ont iii Lbiidoii. ti^ii6i 
also the exaggerated reports that are spread 
in foreign' countries by suCh pfei'sdns; of th^ 
z 4 
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enonnous expense of every thing in &ig- 
land. They do not know at what prices 
they may be got at home. It is neverthe- 
less undoubtedly true, that travelling is very 
cheap compared with England, where it is 
systematically rendered extravagant without 
bounds. Persons who transfer their pro- 
p^ty from the English to the French 
iunds, get in France nearly nine per cent 
for their money. They ought to recollect 
what has been done in days not long past, 
and that the present Government is poor 
enough to condescend to borrow 50 francs, 
or about 21. sterling. 

The expense of living at Paris varies so 
much, and is so different in different places, 
that it is not easy to say any thing satis- 
factory on the subject. In some hotels 
they charge for lodging nine francs a night, 
in others nearly the same accommodation 
may be had for two francs, or even a franc 
and a half. It is usual to breakfast at the 
hotel, and to dine abroad at a table d'Hote, 
or at a restaurateur^ s. These are more ex- 
pensive to strangers than similar honseis in 
London. To do nature fuiy justice at all, 
one cannot have a dinner as a restauraieur^s 
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under half a crown, or three shillings. 
That is not much for a few times, but it 
cannot be called cheap living to most peo- 
ple, to give at the rate of 46/. or 54/. a year, 
for dinners only. Wine is at a reasonable* 
price. Burgundy is about a shilling a 
bottle at a restaurateur's, within the town» 
and about 7 d. without the barriers. That 
is very cheap, yet English beer is for the 
support of nature just as good, and when 
wine gets as familar as beer, there seems 
but very little diSTerence. In malt liquor at 
all events, we excell all places where I 
have been, both as to quality and cheap^ 
ness, and if Britons have sense enough to 
prefer the product of their own soil, their 
pocket will he saved and their health be- 
nefited. I do not find, ttiat the body of the 
people live so well, as they do in England. 
Things are cheaper, but wages are much 
less. Working tradesmen, I have already 
in a former letter shewn, have no tempta^ 
tion to go to Fielders, if they can find em- 
ployment at home. In fact, I learn that 
many have left London, and after making 
the experiment, both in Belgium and in 
Paris, have been glad to return. A tailor 
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at Paris may earn 2g. arday, at London he 
g^s 6s. What U true with respect to 
^em, holds equally true with respect to all 
persons who derive their support from their 
own personal exertions. Residence abroad 
can, therefore, be no advantage, but to per- 
sons of fixed and independent incomes, 
who settling in a town, and adopting the 
mode of living of the country, may con- 
trive to support th^uselves at an easy 
expense. 

Foreignov in general have an extrav^ant 
idea of the expense required to live in 
England. I have been often told, I could 
not get a breakfast in England under two 
sbillings. The little scrap they bring up 
fyg a beef-steak at Parii^ for which they 
dun-ge 9d, they have told me would cost 3i#. 
in London. As much could be got for 6d. I 
have be^ told that a bottle of wiAe would' 
cost in England ]2x. or I4«. We geHt one fbt 
5g. There is in general, an absurd idea of the 
unbounded expense of Mvinigl in !&igla^,' 
and that has the effect df d^teitf^ fo^- 
r^gnets from travelling sondAgst As. A 
Hollander or Belgiiui goes' to travel in 
Fnmce, seldom to England, ^SSiSpk on 
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business. This tends to keep fbreignera 
unacquainted with us, and prevents that 
cordiality of attachment towards us, which* 
the intercourse of travelling) would most 
naturally produce. 

If foreigners, in general, are deterred 
from coming to see us, it is desirable, that 
by reading our Newspapers, they should 
know our real character. I am sorry to 
say, that the expense of the English News- 
papers, greatly tends to prevent their Con- 
tinental circulation. I have often heard 
foreigners complain, how dear they are. 
A Dfuly Newspaper abroad costs about Sl» 
per annum. A London Daily Fi^r costs 
9/. Six pounds a year difference is a great 
sum to a foreigner, and costs as much 
labour to acquire, aa 12i!. or 151. would wiUi 
MS. hk addition there is a heavy postage 
to pay for conveyance. No wonder then, 
they are unwilUng to purchase our papers. 
ITo men of fortune these efflinderatiops 
may appear insignificant ; but men of for- 
tune are but a small part of the comrauaity 
in any country, and abroad generally are a 
smallra- proportion than amongst ourselves; 
Besides, men of inferior rank to them,, am 
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often more thinking, and perhaps, on the 
whole, have more influence in determining 
uid fixing national feelings and opinions. 

The clergy, lawyers and physicians, p^(^- 
fessors in colleges, public teachers, private 
tutors, authors, editors of newspapers and 
magazines, &c. guide the opinions of every 
class of the community, more than all the 
lords and landholders of the country put 
together. It is a great misfortune to us, 
that so few foreigners come amongst us, or 
can afford to know the great and humane 
principles of our national policy, by a re- 
gular perusal of our Journals. I know not 
how I have been led astray to this subject, 
and I shall here drop it. 

You will ask me is there to be nothing 
of party politics ? Is there to be a letter in 
which Paris is the chief subject, and nothing 
of its late nder? I answer nothing at idl 
— If you demand the reason, it is because 
I4iave no more to teU you, than you al- 
ready know. Every body, as far as I could 
judge, is very cautious of speaking on the 
subject No one dare use the ^ithet 
'f Imperial " If you even order the coach- 
man to drive to the ** Ecole Imperiale 
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Militaire" he will answer " Out, M. a 
FEcole Royaie MHitairCf' lest by impli- 
cation, he should be proved dis-loyal. If 
you demand if a pillar or foiuitain was con- 
structed "par rEmpereur" he will, answer, 
perhaps with pleasure on his countenance, 
** Oui M. par BonapartCi' he will not say 
" Napoleon^" or " rEmpereur." It is 
every where the same. Every one is cau- 
tious of what he says, and how is a stranger 
to get at the private sentiments of the wise 
and prudent, when even the lowest of the 
people, the very men who receive his 
money, and who will act in subserviency as 
the meanest slaves, cautiously guard against 
him as a spy of the police? At the palace 
of Grand Trianon near Versailles, I asked 
the servant who shewed us the apartments, 
if the apartment we were then in, had been 
that of the Empress Marie Louise? His 
reply was, ** Je ne scais pas de totU, M. matt 
c'est Vapartement de Madame la Duchesse 
^Angouleme a present." The bridge of 
Jena and the bridge of Austerlitz are still 
the usual names, notwithstanding the royal 
decree to please the allies, and strangers 
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compliment the Frendi, by asking for 
them by these names. It is quite loy:d to 
use them. I shall drop this subject, and 
conclade this letter with assurances that, 
I am, 

My Aeai Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

My dear Sib, 

The suli^ect of taxation to which this letter 
is to be devoted, you will not consider a 
departure from the resolution laid down ia 
the preceding, to avoid all party politics; 
Li our own country we all know very well, 
the taxes are the work of all parties, and 
whoever are in or out of power, tutation 
goes on. It has been so these two hundred- 
years. It is so in France. The imperial 
government made very heavy demands ; 
the Bourbon Princes rather hastily promised 
to lessen the burdens ; they soon found it 
impossible. The return from Elba, even if 
it had not terminated as it did, would not 
have lessened the pressure. It has pro- 
digiously increased it 1^ the year 1815 
the amount levied on the subjects much 
exceeded that of 1814, and in 18l6 the 
pressure is fiilly as severe as ever. Such 
have been the effects of the European wtam 
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To whatever quarter the traveller directs 
his course, it is ever the same. The King- 
dom of the Netlierlands, rescued from the 
power of France, complains of its new bur- 
thens ; the departments along the Rhine, 
which have received the Prussian In room 
of the Imperial Eagle^ lament over the in- 
crease of their contributions ; but if they 
turn their eyes to their late brethren, they 
will see, that on being dissevered from 
-France, they have escaped a debt and an 
amount of taxation, which would have been 
severer still. A short analysis of the French 
budget for this year may perhaps be in- 
teresting. 

A very large proportion of the whole sum 
rused, comes directly from real and move- 
able PHOPEBTY. France is a great agri- 
cultural country ; her Customs and Ebccise 
would produce but a small sum compared 
with £jigland. From fixt or real property, 
the amount of the sum to be levied this 
year amounts to 258,198,000 of francs, which 
is about five sixteenths of the whole taxes. 
The fanners say, that this tax sweeps away 
tiie full fifih part of their produce. It is to 
be borne in mind, that they have no long« 
4 
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tythes to pay ; and with their present feel- 
ings, they would much rather support the 
army than the church. It falls therefore no 
heavier on the land, than if one-tenth of the 
produce was levied on the English farmer. 
The great recommendation of this tax is 
this, that it is laid upon an article, the 
value of which cannot be concealed ; that 
its amount f^Is but little short of what it is 
calculated at ; and that the expence of col- 
lecting it is but very small. It does not, 
like many taxes,, take a great deal from the 
pockets of the subjects, and bring but little 
into the treasury. 

In order to view more clearly the mode 
of levying the taxes, and the various ex- 
penses of Government, it will be advan- 
t^eous to call to mind the manner in which 
the kingdom of France is divided. For- 
merly, it was into provinces, some of which 
were of a most inconvenient extent. In 
each province was a provincial parliament 
for laying on taxes, making laws, and also 
trying causes. This arrangement was in- 
convenient. The parliaments were, one by 
one, easily managed by the minister ; and 
the union of the l^slatiye and judicial 
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powers was particularly objection^le. A 
want of uniformity in the laws, judicial 
proceedings, and taxes, in different parts 
of the kingdom, was injurious to the sub- 
ject, and no way beneficial to the Govern- 
ment. 

The present division into departments, 
each about the size of an ordinary English 
county, is universally allowed to beJlietter. 
Of these, eighty-seven still belong to France, 
after abandoning all her conquests. Each 
department is subdivided into districts, not 
unlike English hundreds, of which, in some 
departments are two only, in others three, 
in most there are four, and in some five. 
These districts are again subdivided into 
onnmunes. At the head of each d^art- 
ment is the Prefect, who is an officer of 
great importance, and with a handsome 
salary. His powers comprehend the mili- 
tary duties of a British lord-lieutenant, and 
the civil duties of a sheriff in preserving 
the peace ; and he has also to assist in the 
levying of the taxes. To guide him in the 
measures adopted for ihe local int^^sts of 
the department, he has a council of irom 
sixteen to twenty-four members. A budget 
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of all the expences of the department must 
be returned to Government. 

To assist the Prefect, there is a Sub-pre- 
fect over each arrondissement or district^ who 
has also a council. Over each commune 
there is a Mayor, who is assisted by a coun- 
cil of from ten to thirty members. This 
officer has no salary ; but, as he has the 
management of all the money rsised for the 
use of the commune, he is supposed to be 
well paid for his trouble. Very many are 
anxious to obtain the situation. 

The amount to be raised, being fixed by 
Government, and passed into a law, the sum 
for each department is calculated from the 
valuation of property, as it stands in the 
King's books. The Prefect and the council 
of the department divide the sum among 
the districts, and the Sub-prefect and the 
district council, divide it among the com- 
munes. The commune must raise the sum 
required. I leave it to the numerous op- 
ponents of our Income Tax, to point out the 
disadvantages which they see in this mode 
of producing a Urge revenue from the land. 

The tax upon personal and moveable 
property to be levied this year, amounts to 

A A SI 
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40,933,500 francs. It is divided among the 
departments, districts, and communes, in 
, the same manner as the tax on real pro- 
perty. 

The tax upon doors and windows, di- 
vided in the same manner, amounts to 
20,627,000 francs. 

The tax on patents for professions, trades, 
&c. which is of the same nature as that in 
the Netherlands, is calculated to produce 
33,992,700 francs. 

These are the four direct taxes of the 
French system of finance^ and yield alto- 
gether 353,751,200 francs, amounting to 
seven-sixteenths of the whole. 

Another article upon which a very large 
sum 19 raised, is lirom duties attending the 
registering of all matters which in any 
shape come before the courts, for register- 
ing mortgages, marriages, wills, sales of 
property, &c. &c also for stamped paper. 
The duties on registering are represented 
by a writer against the Imperial Govern- 
ment, who was once a functionary*, as 
vexatious and oppressive, and as being 
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purely a measure of finance, the register 
being of little or no use. If these observ- 
ations were true respecting the tax under 
the Emperor, they are so still. At the 
present moment, there is dire necessity 
pressing on the Government, and for all 
the unpopular taxes, the King may fairly 
be allowed to plead with a sad heart, 

'* Res durse et novitas r^ni me talia cogunt." Viro. 

Amongst the most unple^ant of the du- 
ties in registering, is that of 3 per cent, 
where a husband makes over his real pro- 
perty to his wife during his life, or leaves 
it to her at Tiis death. Between brothers 
and sisters, and relations in general, it is 
5 per cent. Between all other persons jt 
is 7 per cent: • 

For personal property the sum levied, 
when for relations, is 2^ per cent., when 
for persons not related 3i per cent 

The tax raised from stamped paper, 
whatever may be its amount, at least takes 
a very wide sweep, and omits nothing which 
can in any way be touched. It must in 
many cases be both " frivolous and vexa- 
tious/* and as soon as the dire necessity, 

A A 3 



by Google 



35S TAX raoH stamps, 

whidi at present bears aU. before it, shall 
have been removed, this, tax is the first 
which requires being modified. The news- 
papers of course are subject to it All 
bills stuck up in the streets must be on 
stamped and coloured paper. All other 
notices may be on white pi^er, but it must 
b^ stamped. If a tradesman have a bill of 
articles sol4 >n his shop, it must foe on 
Stamped paper. Even his card of address 
must have a stamp. Bills given away in 
the streets have a stamp. More than all 
this, it has been passed into a law this 
year, that the tradesman's account books, 
his day-book, ledger, &c. must have a 
stamp on every leaf. He must enter the 
articles he sells, to ascertain the amount of 
his sal«, in order to calculate the tax for 
his patent, and it must be on stamped 
paper. He cannot bring any book or me- 
morandum to prove a debt, or as an evi- 
dence in his favor in any way, unless it be 
made up of stamped paper. I found at 
Paris the shopkeepers using their old books, 
but there were no new books without stamps; 
they told me, they must get the old books 
stamped, atid pay a penalty, before they 
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could bring them into court It is so by 
the law. This is going closely to work ; 
and, as I conceive, farther than our states- 
men would like to attempt. 

The amount of all these duties for regis- 
tering, stamps, &c. together with the rents 
of the royal domains, produce 140,000,000 
irancs. In the year 1814, the produce was 
87,021,741 francs. 

The sale of wood from the royal forests 
is expected to produce 20,000,000 francs. 
In 1814, nearly 27,000,000 francs were ob- 
tained. Wood is used for firing at Paris, 
and they say, that to promote the sale from 
the King's forests, the canal, which would 
bring coals from the North, is retarded in 
its completion. Perhaps, poverty is more 
likely to be the cause. • 

The duties on salt produce 35,000,000 
francs. Lotteries, the post^-office, salt-pits, 
&c, pro'duce 29,000,000. With regard to 
the lottery, I beg to notice, that neither 
in the Netherlands, nor in France, did I 
observe any of those puiBng and nefarious 
schemes to allure adventurers, which are so 
scMidfdously practised in London. 

Of what are called indirect contributions, 
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as duties on wine, perry, cyder, brand/f 
liqueurs, beer, also the duties from per- 
sons who retail the same, the amount is 
67,000,000 francs. The regulations for 
collecting this tax are numerous, and of 
necessity are vexatious. The tax gatherer 
is an unwelcome visitant at any time, the 
exciseman is- worse. There is enough of 
this in England, we need not cross the chan- 
nel for information on the nature of the 
case. 

The Custom-house duties in 1815, pro- 
duced 25,000,000 francs. They are cal- 
culated to yield 40,000,000 this year, of 
which 20,000,000 are the ordinary duties, 
and 20,000,000 are the extraordinary on 
account of the Army of Occupation, &c. 
They o£ course calculated on a falling off of 
trade, otJierwise 50,000,000 francs would 
have been the amount. 

Tobacco in 1815 brought in 40jb00,000 
francs* and this year it is calculated to yield 
■38,000,000 francs. Thus between tobacco, 
and wine, spirits, and beer, the amount will 
be 105,000,000 francs, which in 1814 was 
61,000,000 francs. That is a great increaw 
of the duty. 
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I have in a former letter told you of the 
tobacco raised in Holland. I had no oppor- 
tunity of seeing any tobacco plantations in 
France, but I understand a great deal is 
grown. The cultivators are under great 
restrictions, and are bound to make a re-' 
turn of the quantities raised. I shall quote 
some of the laws respecting it. " The pur- 
chase, the manufacture, and the sale of 
tobacco, shall continue to have place, by 
the administration of indirect contributions, 
throughout the whole extent of the king- 
dom, exclusively for the profit of the 
stat& *" 

" Tobacco manufactured in foreign 
countries, from whatever country it may 
come, shall be prohibited admission into 
the kingdom, unless purchased for the ad- 
ministration." 

" The price of ^manufactured tobacco, 
which the administration shall sell to the 
consumers, shall not exceed the following, 
viz. 



* Budget de 1816. 
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Fr, Cent. 



For the kilogramme * of the 
first quality of every sort - 1 1 20 

For the kilogramme of the 
second quality of every sort - 7 20 

For the segar - - 5" 

The 5 centimes amount to a half-penny. 

" There shall also be manufactured a 
kind of tobacco called Cantincy the price of 
which shall not exceed 4 francs the kilo- 
gramme." 

" The Administration is authorised to 
sell to the consumers, foreign tobacco of 
every sort; the price shall be determined by 
ordonnances of the King." 

" The Administration is equally autho- 
rized to sell to the chemists, to the pro- 
prietors of cattle, and to veterinary sur- 
geons, the indigenous leaves at the price of 
the cantine tobacco." 

I believe a good deal of tobacco is 
smuggled in France. Our soldiers at Cam- 
bray and Valenciennes, when I inquired, 
told me, they could get it in the villages, 
but durst not bring it into the town for 

* The kilogramine ccHitaios 15436 grains troy, or 
■ S lbs. 8 oz. S dts. 4 gTE. 
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fear of their own officers, and of the doua- 
niers. 

These are the sources of revenue in 
France, and they are carried as far as the 
country can bear. As a proof of this, I 
need only mention, that the tax on real 
property is 50 per cent, higher, than in 
the time of the Emperor ; the tax on per- 
sonal property, and on doors and win- 
dows is 60 per cent, higher, and the 
tax on patents is 115 per cent, higher, 
which is more than double. On the pa- 
tents 110 per' cent, is the addition for 
1816 ; on the doors and windows 50 per 
cent, is for 1816, and also 10 per cent, ad- 
ditional on personal property. On the 
former produce of these taxes, they used to 
allow one-fiftieth for deficits in collection, 
but for this new increase they calculate on 
a loss of one-tenth^ from inability to pay ! * 

Notwithstanding all this rise in the 
taxes, the produce is not enough to meet 
the current expenses of the year, and many 
shifts are resorted to, in order to obtain 
money, which resemble those of a desperate 
spendthrift, or of a tradesman making his 

Budget de 1616. 



byGoogIc 



S64 SALE OF WOOD. 

last effort to keep his name from the Ga- 
zette. Some of these shall now be noticed. 

The communes in France were often in 
possession of property, from which in part, 
they defrayed their local expenses. That 
property the Government has sold to the 
amount of about 23,000,000 francs. Such 
things were sometimes done by the Impe- 
rial government, with the promise of pay- 
ing to the communes 'the annual rent. 
Lands, Bcc. at present fetch a low price, and 
selling them therefore is a spendthrift ex- 
pedient ; but this, alas ! necessity, cruel 
necessity compels. 

The national domains, in &, similar man- 
ner yield this year 8,000,000 francs. The 
wood sold already, as an extraordinary mea- 
sure of finance, amounts to nearly 13,000,000 
francs. 

It would have been desirable this year, if 
a large loan could have been raised, but 
that is nearly impracticable. In 1815, they 
raised 35,510,000 francs, which entail a bur- 
den on each succeeding year of 3,500,000 
francs, being about 10 per cent, for the 
money. In fact, even now it would be bor- 
rowing at nearly 9 per cent, to raise - by 
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loan ; the 5 per cents, being about 57, in- 
insteadoflOO; andyet5,or6,000,000franc5 
must be raised in the way of loan, at that 
rate. 'Hie Government is not proud, for it 
will borrow as low as 50 francs from any 
man, and give him a credit in his own 
name in the grand livrCf to an amount ac- 
cording to the current price of stock. I 
called at the banking-house of Ferregaux, 
with a friend, who went to invest a few 
hundreds in the French funds. The clerk 
in the English office told him, on enquiry 
being made, that the interest was payable 
half-yearly, but he could not expect it next 
time of payment ; but at the second time of 
payment, he would come in, though proba- 
bly instead of March it would be May 
before the dividend was forth-coming. It 
would after that be every six months, though 
perhaps, the payment might be delayed a 
month or two. It is no wonder then, when 
th^se things are so, and when men recollect 
how the Frencli nation, liot many years ago ' 
robbed its creditors, that 9 per cent, must 
be given for money. The wonder is, that 
they can borrow money at all. 

What then is to be done?— The taxes 
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will yield no more ; and nobody will lend 
on favorable terms. No better plan has 
occurred, than to compel a loan, from those 
persons who derive emoluments from the 
taxes and expenditure; which is done under 
the plausible colouring of taking securities. 
All the collectors of taxes, direct and indi- 
rect, those employed in the excise, in the 
tobacco manufacture, and in tiie custom- 
houses ; all the paymasters in the depart- 
. ments, in the military divisions, and at the 
sea-ports, the registers, &c. in ther courts j 
in short, all who have government-money 
passing through their hands, are required, 
according to a fixed tarif, to advance a cer- 
tain sum of money to Government. Per- 
sons who previous to this year had advanced 
a " cautionnement" or security, are now re- 
quired to advance a " supplemerU" which Is 
nearly one half of the sum formerly ad- 
vanced. Persons who enter this year into 
office, must furnish a sum equal in amount 
'to both these together. The amount to be 
thus raised this year is 50,633,000 firancs. 
The interest to be paid for this money is 
4 per cent, instead of 9, which it would 
have been in the common way. The Go- 
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Ternment stands bound to refund the money, 
when it shall be convenient ; but as they 
pay a higher rate of Interest to their other 
creditors, it is not very likely that this 
security-money will be the first to be paid 
off. The persons holding such situations in 
every country, as a matter of course, are not 
popular; and it may appear to the thought- 
less rabble very fair to fleece them ; but a 
prudent man must see, that it is withdraw- 
ing 50,633,000 francs of capital from the 
agriculture and commerce of the countrj^ 
Besides, these men must be paid some way 
or other — ^by fair means or foul. The con- 
science of a collector who has paid a large 
sum for his place, cannot be expected to be 
over delicate ; nor can his superiors have 
the face to look too narrowly into what he 
has done. 

Every body feels the distress, and to do 
the functionaries justice, Irom the King at 
their head, all the way down to the Sub- 
lieutenant in the army, or to the' civil 
functionary who does not receive more 
than 500 francs, or 20L I69. Sd. there is 
a reduction of salary. The scale of reduc- 
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tion of salary begins at 1 per cent, oti' the 
lowest amount of salary, and proceeds gror- 
dually, increasing to 2, to 3, to 4^ ,and so 
on- up to as much as 33 per cent on those 
holding the most lucrative situations. If a 
person holds two places, he gives up half the 
salary of the lower place to relieve the pub- 
lic distress ; if he hold a third place, he re- 
ceives bilt a fourth part of the usual salary 
of that place. That is an example set on 
the other side of the water, which it is to 
be hoped our wealthy countrymen who hold 
places under government, and who are so 
fond of importing French customs, will be 
particularly careful to imitate. We want a 
little relief, as well as our late foes. 

The French appear to be taxed severely 
enough, and to the full amount of their 
ability to pay. Their public taxes are 
nearly all their burdens. The roads are 
maintained from the public taxes, and so 
are the institutions for the administration 
of justice, so that they have no tolls and 
county-rates to pay, as in England. There 
are also no poor-rates. The poor chiefly 
depend upon voluntary charity ; but there 
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lure.hfospitfda in diany places for tlfe teeep- 
tion of the -^ed and disal^led;, maintained 
by a voluntary collection made irom house 
to house, and Ijy a part of ihe produ<% of 
the Octroi, on duty collected from provi- 
sions, &c at the gate of a town. The Oc- 
troi is sometimes pretty high. Hospitals 
for the sick, Lying-in-hospitals and Fouhd- 
ling-hospitals, on a most liberal plan of ad- 
mission, are also maintained out of the 
taxes. The clergy, also, are paid firom 
them. Hence, their taxes, which, in the 
tphcde, amount this year to about thirty-five 
millions sterling, are not so oppressive, ag 
if they had, also, the other burdens to pay^ 
as toll for the roads, county-rates, poor- 
rates, and tythes, as in England. 

125,500,000 francs of the money re* 
ceived, go to pay the interest of the na* 
tiond debt Other 8,000,000 francs pay 
the interest of the money advanced, as se- 
curities, by the collectors, &c. The ex- 
penses, under the head of war, are calcu- 
lated at 180,000,000 francs. 

The Marine is estimated at 48,000,000 
firancs. Perhaps, a tolerable idea may be 
formed of the relative importance of the 
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principal sea-ports, from the sums required 
as securities from the paymasters. 

Brest - . - 60,800 francs 
Toulon- - - 60,800 
Rochfort - - 56,000 
Bourdeaux - - 48,000 
L'Orient - - 44,800 
Le Havre - - 38,720 
Cherbouig - - 32,000 
DuDkerque - - 27,520 
Nantes - - 25,600 

St Servan - - 16,000 
In 1814, for the -civil list were required 
15,510,000 francs ; in 1815, not less than 
25,000,000. This year, the King, after 
giving up out of the civil list, 10,000,000 
francs, which are applied to the relief of 
the departments which have suffered from 
the invasion,retains 15,000,000, or 625,000/. 
sterling. The Royal Family have besides 
amongstthem 9,000,000 francs, or 375,000/. 
This seems to be quite enough. 

The salaries of the Chamber of Peers, 
and of the chamber of Deputies are a 
deplorable proof, either of the poverty, or 
want of public spirit in the nation. I think 
you will join with me in expressions of 
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contempt for such legislators. The evil 
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out it, that it is easy to " call spirits &om 
the vasty deep," but they will not come 
when we do caU them. Perhaps, they will 
not, whilst the members are chosen by a 
select electoral college, and not by the body 
of the people. But, let the elecdve fran- 
chise be extended, so as to embrace, at 
least, the middle classes of society ; and 
let the election be conducted with the spirit 
and freedom, and with the pomp, glory, 
and parade of an English election, and 
there is little doubt, but French gentlemen 
will become animated with a desire to re- 
present their departments. When the 
elections shall be so conducted as to make 
the great body of the people look upon the 
members as identified with themselves^ the 
Chamber will then possess a proper influ- 
ence in the Constitution, and it will not be 
in the power of the Crown to new-model it, 
x>r reduce it at pleasure. It will, perhaps, 
be said, the French people are not to be 
trusted with such power in elections. I 
can only reply, that if that be the case, all 
attempts at a resemblance to the British 
Constitution can produce but a mere form, 
without its spirit and soul. 
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The heaviest article of expenditure is 
that produced by the Army of Occupation. 
140,000,000 francs are paid in money j and 
the expense of maintenance is estimated 
at 130,000,000 francs more. I was told by 
a G>mmissary, with whom I travelled, that 
from the dearth of com, bay, cattle, &c. the 
anwunt would greatly exceed the estimate. 
That is another difficulty for the govern- 
ment to meet. 

I have only to add, that I heartily pity 
.both the government and people, in which 
feeUng, you will no doubt pwticipate. We 
are no longer at war, and without oSen<Xf 
we may wish them well. 

I am. 
My Dear Sir, 
Yours, &C. 



Note — As the Budget for 181 7, has been aubmittedto 
the Chamber of Deputies, before sending the above to 
the Press, I shall, in a few words, point out the chief 
difference between it, and that of 1816. Whilst the 
Government of the Netherlands has been enabled to 
reduce its expenditure, that of France is greatly in- 
creased. The Ordinary Expenses, instead of 548,25^,530 
francs are estimated at 646,430,000, francs. There are 
83,051,000 francs, of arrears of former years, and 
B B 3 
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85,000,000 of old Tienwej bills, which the holders r&- 
fuae to renew. There is likewise b considerable ia- 
crease in the expense <^ the Army of OcoipatitHi ; u> 
that the whole amount to be raised in I8I7, is esliinat- 
ed at I,088»291,95T francs, or about 45,000,000/. ster- 
ling. This is an immense increase. To replace some 
■onrces of revenue which have fiuled, and to help to raise 
the sum required, it is pr<^x»ed — to subject persons ' 
formerly exempt, to the tax on patents ; fo increase the 
tax on doors and windows, and that oa moveable pro- 
per^ ; to increase the duties an wines^ oils, and oa re- 
gistering. There will stilt remain an immense defici- 
ency to be made up by a loan. It is, therefore, proposed 
to authorise the Minister to borrow ■» much as will 
require an annual interest of SO,OO0iOOO francs. To 
induce monied men to come forward, it is proposed to 
increase die annual sinking fimd, from 20,000,000 to 
41^000,000 francs ; and also, to add to the some tuni^ 
the produce of (he sale of 150,000 hectares or 375,000 
acres of wood. Will the temptation of 10 per cent, for 
their money overcome the fear of losing the whole? 
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LETTER XXV, 



My dear Sib, 

Hating seen enough of the pleasures uid 
foUies 'of Paris, and being loth to remain 
there longer, lest J, should experience it s 
Capua, to disqualify me for future exertion, 
I took my place in the diligence for Rouen. 
The six inside places being full, I had to sit 
in what is called the Cabriolet, in the fore- 
part of the coach, on the same level with 
the others, and looking down on the horses. 
Myfellow-passengers were an agreeable lady 
of Normandy, and her daughter of about 
fourteen. The young lady spoke a little 
English, which is an accomplishment which 
begins to be fashionable at Paris. 

The road is excellent ; and the hardness 
of the soil frequently renders paving un- 
necessary. On each side, for the greater part 
of the way, is a row of apple trees. They 
furnish a sourish apple for making cyder, 
B B 4 
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No land is left uncultivated ; there are no 
hedges ; and the farm-hguses are in vil- 
lages. 

There was no delay in changing horses, 
and we went almost as rapidly forward as 
in England. At twelve, we stopped to what 
some called " dejeuner a lafourchette" but 
others more properly " diner" It is the 
only meal allowed on the road^ from -five in 
the morning to live in the ailernoon, when 
the coach arrives at Kouen. 

That city appears beautiful, ev^n after 
seeing Paris. Its situation on the banks of 
the Seine, with lofty hills around it, in it* 
iminediate vicinity, is somewhat romantic. 
The population ia nearly 90,000. Trade and 
manufactures are carried on with a^pirit that 
rivds that of England. It was painful to 
learn that here, as well as at Ghent in the 
Netherlands, English capital and English 
experience hadintroduced and carried on the 
cotton-manufacture, to the injury of our 
own country. There is a fine bridge across 
the Seine, built upon floating barges, which 
rise and sink >vith the tide. Ab(>ut eighty 
or one hundred vessels lay along the qu^, 
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snd the bustle of carts, of poHers, of the 
n)Uing of casks, ^c. indicated the activity 
of awnmerce. 

At Rouen, the diligences from Paris drive 
into what was formerly a church, and the 
office is held in a recess where formerly was 
an altar. Most of the other churches are 
converted in the same way to some ignoble 
purpose. The greal cathedral remains in 
its ancient glory of Gothic architecture. It 
is truly grand. In the morning between 
eight and nine, I counted the number of 
people, and found about eighty at their de- 
votions. A small number indeed for such 
a town and church ! There were but few 
candles burning, for the devotees appeared 
to be poor. 

In Belgium and along the Rhine, the 
churches were a never-failing source of en- 
joyment, in the admiration of the buildings 
themselves, of their statues, pictures, monu- 
ments, and other ornaments. In France 
few of these are now to be seen. Even 
Notre Dame at Paris has but little interest- 
ing, excepting its huge, gigantic walls. The 
popular iiiry in the time of the revolution, 
cleared all the ornaments away, and the 
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poverty and indiflference of the preset age 
do not care about trying to replace them, 
TTie (iovemment, guided by that spirit 
which studies to render Paris a point of at- 
traction at the expense of the provinces, had 
the monuments which remained, and the 
broken fragments collected, and deposited 
them in one museum at Paris. 

At the hotel at Rouen, the floors, instead 
of brick, as I had hitherto found them in 
Fruice, consisted of stone ; and I had a car- 
pet in my bed-room, such as it was. 

The coach for Dieppe set out at twelve 
and arrived at six. I had paid 12 francs 
for my place to Rouen, and was charged 3 
francs more for condueteur and postilions- 
I paid 8 francs to Dieppe, and 2 for con- 
dueteur and postilions ; so that the whole 
expense from Paris to the coast was only 
25 francs, being rather less than what was 
given for a pound note. The -annual exa-* 
minationfor the prizeshad taken place at the 
collie at Rouen two days before, and one 
of the successful candidates was travelling 
with us in his blue uniform ; and he brought 
with him the two crowns of oak which had 
been put upon his head. His friends came 
3 
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to meet him a mile from the town, and 
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civil as those of foreign countries ; they did 
their duty faithfully, but mildly. It was 
easy to get along the coast to Brighton, and 
still more easy to get from thence to Lon- 
don, as nineteen or twenty coaches set out 
every day. 

This concludes my journey, of which I 
have endeavoured to give you the particu- 
lars. Your superior judgment will, no 
doubt, discover numerous imperfections ; 
but I flatter myself, you will allow, that aa 
far as my humble abilities have enabled me, 
I have executed, with the strictest fidelity, 
what I have undertaken. If I have affi>rded 
either amusement or useful informatioti, it 
it will be a high gratification to, 
My dear Sir, 

Yours, &c &c. 
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the table, in which every guest had to insert his 
name, Christian name, usual place of abode, age, 
profession, from what town he had come, and 
whither he was goii^. At some towns, there 
are columns also, for the traveller to, insert the 
object of his journey; how long he means to 
stop ; and also, if he is recommended to any one 
in the town. Prudoice will point out the pro- 
priety of the traveller stating the real truth, or 
at all events always stating the same at all towns, 
as any prevarication may bring him under sui> 
piciffli, and in the possible, though not probable 
event of a charge being brought against him be- 
fore the police, such conduct would weigh mate- 
rially against him. At the gate of Ghent, I was 
required to shew my passport, and enter the usual 
particulars in a book. At the gate of Brussels, 
the passport was taken from me, and the officers 
enquired at what hotel X meant to lodge. When 
I called at the police-office for my passport, the 
clerk enquired at what hotel Z lodged, and there 
being no charge of any de8crq>tion against me, 
he of course wrote on the back of it the day I had 
been seen there, stamped it, and also at my re- 
quest, put down *' Btm pmr. Anvers." At An- 
twerp, X shewed the passport at the gate, and 
called at the police-office, and had it made good 
for Amsterdam. The guard on the frontierre- 
quired to see it ; and after that nothing was said 
about it, until X got to that city. The passport 
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vas there sent to the police-office, and a receipt 
was returned for it ; I had to call twice, in order 
to have it made good to go to Nimeguen. I here 
paid seven-pence. I then went to the Prussian 
Consul, to have pennission put on the back of it 
to enter the Pruieian States. It was here stamped 
with the Prussian eagle, and I paid a guilder. 
The Prussian Consul asked me if I had arrived 
by the last packet. If I had inconsiderately said 
yes, the writing on the back of my passport would 
have convicted me of a lie. This shews how 
much, the traveller's interest, as well as a regard 
to morality and honor, ought to dictate a decided 
answer in the strictest conformity with the truth. 
I had nothing farther to do with the police, ex- 
cept making the usual entries in the books at the 
hoteU, until I got to Cologne, where I got per- 
mission put on the back of my passport to leave 
the Prussian territories. This I found was not 
necessary; for no one asked for my passport 
from the time I entered the kingdom, to the time 
1 1^ it. It was difierent in Belgium ; for I had 
to shew my passport at every town or village, 
until I got to Brussels. The clerk at the police 
there made it good for Paris ; and on my way 
to that city, I diewed it at Mons, Valenciennes, 
Cambray, St. Quintin, and Noyon. At Paris, 
it wfis sent to the Frsefecture of the police, and 
^ was a full day's work to get it made good for 
England. First, it was required to go to the 
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Pnefecture of th& polM|R^ 4t#ils there ar^ silways 
a hundred pet^e or i^9re tbe». all the ^aji 
waiting/<OT;passporta^ there is considerably delay,). 
1%e next'plSce to go to is the j'esiSenqg o^ the . 
British .AmbfEssador, in another part of tlw^liMiTi^ . 
It may not be his hour -of business, WhiBh ocea^ ' 
. »ons delay; 'and after the hour is come, &om the/* 
numbet of persons waiting, stiU ferther delay is 
produced. It is then required to go to a great 
distance to the ^ainist^ ^r foj^igit a^tt^^^ffd' 
pay ten francs, Sf. %d. - i|l|f .oO^^^^^QcerH^i^t 
charges S^7j.6(/. we have no /igbt to comj^lain."* 
The passport must here be left, and called f«r 
next day. I had mine brought me, and paid a 
franc and a half extra. It is again required to 
go to the Freefecture of the pc^ce, and after va- 
rious ddays, and going to four different people in 
the office, the troublesotpe affair is at last ggt.rid 
of. The passport "ffas examined 4t the gate of 
Rouen, and at the gate ^f Qieppe. Xt vras also re* 
quired to go to the office at Dieppe, and get the 
signature of the Commissioner before the ship 
sailed. Officera came on board to examine if 
the passports were right. This was the whole 
I had to do with passports in my journey. On 
the Continent, natives travelling, require to have 
a passport. At present, in time of peace, it is 
not necessary for women. A person entering a 
town on foot will probably not be examined, as 
he will be supposed to be a resident in the town. 
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I have seen paf#n$jM| out (^ the coach, and. 
walk into th* toj*n tq avoid inquiry. 

'•,' Sovae information respecting th* coins may 
J>s U^ul to traveller^ intending tUgO' the s^me 
t^im ' '_ 

• " In Belgium, Francfj-andtheProvincespBthe 

.- left bank of the Rhine, now subject to the King 
of Prussia, accounts are kept in fran(» and cen> 
times. 

' ^vjlte gold, coins usually current are the Na- 
poleOQ-sf jeObirajics, and the double Napoleon 
of 40' franco. A few lately coined have Louis' 
head upon them ; but they are all indiscrimi- 
Hately called Napoleons. The old Louis d'or of 
i4t francs is very rare. The usual silver coins 
are the 5 franc piece, the S franc piece, 1 franc, 
artd half franc. These have also Napoleon's 
head. There are a fe^ old 6 franc pieces, and 
also coins *£ 90 fVench sons, and 15 sous, and 
all have thavalub stuped upon them. 

The facility with which accounts are kept, in 
francs and centimes is very great, and often 
makes the traveller regret, that a similar de- 
cimal system is not introduced into England. 
To give an example. Suppose a traveller at 
Paris to call at the house of Perregaux, and draw 
a bill of 3001. on his banker in London, the ex- 
change at Farts being 25 francs, 35 centimes the 
pound stierling, the account will stand thus : 
c c 
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300 at 25.35 = 7605.00 
Commission 1 per cent. 76.05 



75S8.95 
He has to receive 75S8 francs and 95 centimes. 
Suppose be wishes to purchase into the French 
Funds, at 57>50, a simple operation of division 
gives the result 13,094 francs, the siun for which 
he obtains a credit in the " grand livre." 

The business of the traveller is chiefly with 
the hotels ; and as a specimen, I shall give my 
bill at the Lion (f Or, at Antwerp. 

Monsieur No.l'J, * 

JtdUet 15 ThS 1.20 

Soupi 1.75 

Bierre 40 

Deim-bouteille de Vm 1.S5 

Jidllet 16. Dgetme, Th^.deiLtiEufs 1.20 



DM 


2.00 


BoutaVe de Vm 


a.so 


Bierre 


0.40 


Thi 


!.«) 


Soupi 


1-.75 


Logement 


S.30 




16.15 



* No. 17, ii the number af the bed-toom I slept in. 
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That is 16 francs and 1|(/., or about \3s. 6d. 
To discharge the above and recompense the 
vaiters, IS francs or 15$,, would be quite suffi- 
cient 

Before I left London, I put myself to a great 
deal of unnecessary trouble to iind out and pur> 
chase Napoleons, which I obtained at I6s. StL 
each, or about par. The best money a traveller 
can take with him is bank of En^and notes. At 
Ostend he may change some of them for N^>o- 
leons, to bear his expenses to Brussels, at which 
city, and at Antweq), he may purchase Napo- 
leons to more advantage. There are shops 
where they exchange Napoleons for English 
notes. 

Before leaving Antwerp, it will be convenient, 
though not absolutely necessary, to purchase a 
few guilders, to spend on the road to Rotter- 
dam. That city is the best place to change 
bank notes for Dutch silver currency. I got, at 
the rate of 11 guilders 17 stivers for a pound, 
which was 17 stivers more than par. If it be 
thought inconvenient to c^ry much silver 
on the journey. Napoleons pass every where at 
but a small loss. In Holland, accounts are kept 
in guilders and stivers. Twen^ stivers make a 
guilder, which is worth nearly 33d. 

llie silver currency of Holland is so various, 
that the traveller need not expect to be able to 
distinguish the value of many coins he will meet 
c c S 
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with. The most usual are the guilder, the Zea- 
land rix-dollar of 52 stivers, the rix-dollar of 50 
stivers, coined by King Louis Bonaparte,, also, 
pieces which pass for 6 stivers an'd a-hal^ and 
pieces which pass for 6 stivers. When I changed 
a single or double Napoleon, I usually asked any 
gentleman present to tell me, if the money given 
me was correct. There is very great need for a 
reformation of the Dutch coinage, and measures 
are taking by the government for that purpose. 
The guilder is to be the standard ; and decimal 
divisions are intended. If the value of the guil- 
der were to be lowered a Uttle, and made the 
same as two francs, it would produce an unifor> 
mity of coins throughout the whole kingdom of 
the Netherlands, also with France, imdthe coun- 
tries lately subject to her power. Perhaps a spi- 
rit of nationaUty may prevent so obvious and 
convenient a measure. 

Any guilders the traveller may have left, he 
will he able to pass at but a small loss, ^ong 
the Rhine. French money is usually current 
there. 

Before leaving Brussels to go to Paris, it wUI 
be desirable to have Napoleons enough to bear 
the expenses on the road, as the French land- 
lords will pretend not to be accustomed to take 
English notes, and will not give full value. At 
Paris, bank notes may be converted into French 
money, to more advantage than at any othex 
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place. I got S5 francs for a single pound note; 
For a larger sum 25 francs 35 centimes were 
given. A guinea would not have fetched so much, 
and no where would pass above value, perhaps, 
not even at par. A person not acquainted with 
trade may be at a loss to know how that could 
be. To explain the matter, let us suppose a 
person at Rotterdam, or Paris, to wish to remit a 
large sum to pay his British correspondent for 
goods. Allowing he were permitted to export 
Niqroleons or bullion in payment, there is the 
trouble of package, the weight and expense of 
carriage, the risk of the parcel being lost, and 
the danger of robbing. If he purchase bank 
notes, and send them over, there is no dispute 
with the correspondent as to the value of the ' 
payment sent, and the carriage is but trifling ; 
also, ii' he cut the notes in two, and send them 
by two separate parcels, if one should be 
lost, the value is recoverable by means of the 
other. As at present, the value of the goods 
sent to the Continent exceeds the value of 
those sent back, there is naturally a great demand 
"ibr English notes, and they accordingly bear a 
premium. 

Many persons, before leaving London, deposit 
their money in a banking house, and get letters of 
credit on the bankers on the Continent. By that 
method, they avoid the risk of being robbed. 
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